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What the Bible Says About the Causes of Natural Disasters 
1. Natural disasters are a result of ___________________.  When Adam (and we) 

sinned, not only did humanity fall but so did all of creation. 
§ Genesis 2:16-17; Romans 5:12 
§ Romans 8:20-22 - For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own 

choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation 
itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious 
freedom of the children of God. We know that the whole creation has been 
groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. 

 

2. Job experienced the natural disasters of “fire from heaven” that destroyed his 
livestock and servants and “a mighty wind” that destroyed all ten of his 
children.  This natural disaster was evidently “caused” by ________________ 
but not without the permission of God (Job 1:6-19). 

 

3. Scripture is very clear that ______________ is in charge of the seas, winds, 
floods, and storms 
§ Nahum 1:3 - The LORD is slow to anger and great in power; the LORD will 

not leave the guilty unpunished. His way is in the whirlwind and the storm, and 
clouds are the dust of His feet. 

§ Psalms 29:10 - The LORD sits enthroned over the flood; the LORD is 
enthroned as King forever. 

§ Psalms 135:6-7 - The LORD does whatever pleases Him, in the heavens and on 
the earth, in the seas and all their depths.  He makes clouds rise from the ends 
of the earth; He sends lightning with the rain and brings out the wind from His 
storehouses. 

§ Job 38:11 – (Where were you) when I said, 'This far you may come and no 
farther; here is where your proud waves halt'?  

§ Isaiah 51:15 - For I am the LORD your God, who churns up the sea so that its 
waves roar — the LORD Almighty is His name.  

§ Psalms 24:1-2 - The earth is the LORD's, and everything in it, the world, and 
all who live in it; for he founded it upon the seas and established it upon the 
waters.  

 

4. Many times in Scripture, floods, winds, and storms are related to ___________ 
_____________________ 
§ Genesis 6-9 – Noah and the flooding of the whole earth 
§ Jeremiah 30:23-24 - See, the storm of the LORD will burst out in wrath, a 

driving wind swirling down on the heads of the wicked. 24 The fierce anger of 
the LORD will not turn back until He fully accomplishes the purposes of His 
heart.  In days to come you will understand this. 

§ Isaiah 8:7 - Therefore the Lord is about to bring against them the mighty 
floodwaters of the River — the king of Assyria with all his pomp.  It will 
overflow all its channels, run over all its banks. 

§ Isaiah 28:1-2 - Woe to that wreath, the pride of Ephraim's drunkards, to the 
fading flower, his glorious beauty, set on the head of a fertile valley — to that 
city, the pride of those laid low by wine! 2 See, the Lord has one who is 

powerful and strong.  Like a hailstorm and a destructive wind, like a driving 
rain and a flooding downpour, He will throw it forcefully to the ground.  

§ Ezekiel 13:13-16 
§ Jeremiah 51:41-45  

 

5. Sometimes, God is ________ talking through a storm at all (1 Kings 19:11-13). 
 

6. Sometimes in Scripture, natural disasters are related to God’s ______________ 
and result in many people coming to faith 
§ Acts 16:25-33; 2 Peter 3:9; 1 Timothy 2:3-4 
§ Revelation 11:13 - At that very hour there was a severe earthquake and a tenth 

of the city collapsed. Seven thousand people were killed in the earthquake, and 
the survivors were terrified and gave glory to the God of heaven.  

 

7. Natural disasters can be “birth pang” signs of Christ’s __________________ 
§ Matthew 24:3-8; 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 

 

How Should We Respond to This “Natural Disaster”? 
1. We should respond with _______________ 

§ Psalm 93:1-5  
 

2. We should respond with _____________________ and fear of the Lord 
§ Jeremiah 5:21-25 - Hear this, you foolish and senseless people, who have eyes 

but do not see, who have ears but do not hear:  22 Should you not fear Me?" 
declares the LORD.  "Should you not tremble in My presence? I made the sand 
a boundary for the sea, an everlasting barrier it cannot cross. The waves may 
roll, but they cannot prevail; they may roar, but they cannot cross it. 23 But 
these people have stubborn and rebellious hearts; they have turned aside and 
gone away. 24 They do not say to themselves, 'Let us fear the LORD our God, 
who gives autumn and spring rains in season, who assures us of the regular 
weeks of harvest.'  25 Your wrongdoings have kept these away; your sins have 
deprived you of good.  

§ Psalms 33:6-12 - By the word of the LORD were the heavens made, their starry 
host by the breath of His mouth. 7 He gathers the waters of the sea into jars; He 
puts the deep into storehouses. 8 Let all the earth fear the LORD; let all the 
people of the world revere Him. 9 For He spoke, and it came to be; He 
commanded, and it stood firm. 10 The LORD foils the plans of the nations; He 
thwarts the purposes of the peoples. 11 But the plans of the LORD stand firm 
forever, the purposes of His heart through all generations. 12 Blessed is the 
nation whose God is the LORD, the people He chose for His inheritance.  

§ Luke 13:1-5 - Now there were some present at that time who told Jesus about 
the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. 2 Jesus 
answered, "Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the 
other Galileans because they suffered this way? 3 I tell you, no! But unless you 
repent, you too will all perish. 4 Or those eighteen who died when the tower in 
Siloam fell on them-do you think they were more guilty than all the others 
living in Jerusalem? 5 I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all 
perish."   

 

3. We should respond by ________________________ to the Lord on behalf of all 
these people who are suffering 
§ Psalms 107:25-32  



§ Jeremiah 33:3 -  'Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and 
unsearchable things you do not know.' 

§ Psalms 116:1-4 - I love the LORD, for He heard my voice; He heard my cry for 
mercy. 2 Because He turned his ear to me, I will call on Him as long as I live. 3 
The cords of death entangled me, the anguish of the grave came upon me; I was 
overcome by trouble and sorrow. 4 Then I called on the name of the LORD:  
"O LORD, save me!"  

§ Ezekiel 22:30 - "I looked for a man among them who would build up the wall 
and stand before Me in the gap on behalf of the land so I would not have to 
destroy it, but I found none.” 

 

4. We should respond with _______________ – fixing our eyes on Jesus 
§ Mark 4:35-41; Hebrews 12:1-3 

 

5. We should respond with love, giving, and ___________________ 
§ Matthew 22:39 – Love your neighbor as yourself. 
§ Luke 6:31 – Do to others as you would have them do to you. 
§ James 2:14-17 - What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but 

has no deeds? Can such faith save him? 15 Suppose a brother or sister is 
without clothes and daily food. 16 If one of you says to him, "Go, I wish you 
well; keep warm and well fed," but does nothing about his physical needs, what 
good is it? 17 In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by 
action, is dead.  

§ Galatians 6:2,10 - Carry each other's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill 
the law of Christ….  Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all 
people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.  

§ Hebrews 13:2 
§ God’s order of priority for us in giving to others (see message 11-23-2003) 

1. First priority:  Help your own physical family (1 Timothy 5:8) 
2. Second priority:  Help your own spiritual family (Galatians 6:10; 1 John 

3:17; James 2:15-17; Deuteronomy 15:4; Acts 2:44-45; 4:34-35; Matthew 
25:40) 

3. Third priority:  Help the greater human family (Deuteronomy 15:11; 
Proverbs 19:17; 21:13) 

 

6. We should ask ourselves: “Is my life built on _______________ or sand?” 
§ Matthew 7:24-27  

 

7. Will I respond to this disaster like Job or his _________________? 
§ Job 2:9-10 - His wife said to him, "Are you still holding on to your integrity? 

Curse God and die!" 10 He replied, "You are talking like a foolish woman. 
Shall we accept good from God, and not trouble?" In all this, Job did not sin in 
what he said.  

§ Job 1:20-22 - At this, Job got up and tore his robe and shaved his head. Then he 
fell to the ground in worship 21 and said: "Naked I came from my mother's 
womb, and naked I will depart. The LORD gave and the LORD has taken 
away; may the name of the LORD be praised." 22 In all this, Job did not sin by 
charging God with wrongdoing.  


