
Hebrews:  Pursuing the Highest Pleasure 
“Once Saved, Always Saved?” - Hebrews 2:1-4 – Sept. 4, 2005 

 

Overview of Hebrews 
§ Audience = A group of Jewish/Hebrew Christians (believers) who were 

considering abandoning their Christian faith and reverting to Judaism because 
of the persecution they were experiencing (10:32-36). 

§ Main Message:  Hang in there!  Patiently endure the persecution that you are 
undergoing by fixing your eyes on Jesus who is superior in all ways – He is the 
highest pleasure (12:1-3). 

§ Major outline of the Book of Hebrews 
o The Superior Person of Christ (1:1-7:28) 

• Jesus is Superior to the Prophets (1:1-3) 
• Jesus is Superior to Angels (1:4-2:18) 
• Jesus is Superior to Moses (3:1-4:13) 
• Jesus is Superior to Aaron (4:14-7:28) 

o The Superior Work of Christ (8:1-10:18) 
o Our Response to Christ: Faith, Patient Endurance (10:19-13:25) 

 

Summary of Today’s Passage (2:1-4) 
Because Jesus is infinitely superior to the angels (1:4-14) and, thus, the 

message Jesus delivered (NT gospel/salvation) is superior to that which the angels 
delivered (OT Law), therefore we must pay more careful attention to and not ignore 
so great a salvation; because if violation of the OT Law brought the punishment it 
did, how much more punishment will violation of the NT salvation message bring? 
 

Some Beginning Observations 
1. The examples of OT punishments are pretty severe:  Sodom and Gomorrah 

(Genesis 19), worshipping the golden calf (Exodus 32), Nadab/Abihu’s 
unauthorized fire (Leviticus 10), Korah’s rebellion (Numbers 16). 

2. This letter was written to ______________________ (3:1,12; 10:19; 13:22,23). 
3. This is the first of 5 warnings in The Letter to the Hebrews (2:1-4; 3:7-4:13; 

5:11-6:12; 10:19-39; 12:25-29). 
4. Each time you read one of these warnings, you are going to want to ask the 

“once saved, always saved” question.  Can a believer lose his/her salvation?  
As a believer, am I eternally secure? 

 
Our Part:  What God Tells Us To Do In Hebrews 2:1-4 
 

Our Part #1:  Pay more ___________________________ to the Gospel (vv.1a,3) 
§ Pay more careful attention to God’s Word (in general) and such a great 

salvation (in particular) 
§ “pay more careful attention to” = to give heed to; to give attention to; to 

remain on course; word used of bringing a ship to land 
§ Word picture 
§ 1 Timothy 4:13 - Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of 

Scripture, to preaching and to teaching. 
§ Application:  What steps can I take to pay more careful attention to God’s 

Word to me? _______________________________________________ 

Our Part #2:  Do not _________________________ (v.1b) 
§ Word Picture #1:  A ship drifting away. 

o Application Question:  Is my life drifting away from the 
destination that God wants for me?  __________  What steps do I 
need to take to correct my course? ________________________  

 

§ Word Picture #2:  Something slipping from one’s ________________. 
o Application Question:  Do I have Spiritual Attention Deficit 

Disorder (SADD)?  ____________  What commands do I need to 
act on that God has already spoken to me about? _____________ 

 

Stop living together Stop pornography Stop cheating  
Start loving my wife Start encouraging kids Start giving $ 
Stop being angry Start forgiving so-n-so Call so-n-so 
Start serving Commit to a church/SG  

 

o Celebrate Recovery, Tuesdays @ 7pm @ GFUMC 
o Divorce Recovery, Mondays @ 7pm @ GFUMC (starts Sept 12) 
o Exploring Grace 101, Sunday Sept. 11 @ 2:30-5:30 pm 
 

§ Word Picture #3:  A ______________ slipping from one’s finger. 
o Application Challenge:  Don’t let your marriage just slip away!  

Be intentional!   
q Intentionally go on dates together.   
q Intentionally cultivate a spiritual life together.   
q Intentionally have time alone/seasonal getaways.   
q Intentionally cultivate your romance/sex life.   
q Intentionally get a marriage check up with a Christian 

counselor or a Family Life Weekend to Remember 
(familylife.com). 

 

God’s Part:  What God Says He Will Do In Hebrews 2:1-4 
 

God’s Part #1:  ___________ us when we ignore, neglect, or drift away (vv.2-3) 
§ The once saved, always saved debate (see backside of sermon notes) 
§ Many of the Bible passages that are thought to be talking about “losing 

your salvation” are really talking about… 
o Unbelievers being separated from God for eternity, or 
o Believers being disciplined on earth, or 
o Believers losing rewards in heaven 

§ God’s consequence for unbelievers:  Eternal separation from God 
o Revelation 20:11-15 - Then I saw a great white throne and Him who was 

seated on it. Earth and sky fled from His presence, and there was no 
place for them. 12 And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before 
the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is 
the book of life. The dead were judged according to what they had done 
as recorded in the books. 13 The sea gave up the dead that were in it, 
and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each 
person was judged according to what he had done. 14 Then death and 
Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second 
death. 15 If anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he 
was thrown into the lake of fire.  



o 2 Thessalonians 1:8-9 - He will punish those who do not know God and 
do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.  They will be punished with 
everlasting destruction and shut out from the presence of the Lord and 
from the majesty of His power. 

o Romans 10:9 - If you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and 
believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be 
saved. 

§ God’s earthly consequences for believers: Loving discipline (Heb 12:4-
11):  1) rebuke (v.5);  2) chasten (v.6a);  3) scourge (v.6b) 

§ God’s heavenly consequences for believers: Loss of rewards (2 Corinth 
5:10; 1 Corinthians 3:6-15) 

 
God’s Part #2:  Be __________________ to complete our salvation (vv.3-4) 

§ Philippians 1:6 - Being confident of this, that He who began a good work 
in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 

§ 2 Timothy 2:13 - If we are faithless, He will remain faithful, for He cannot 
disown Himself. 

§ Hebrews 6:19 - We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and 
secure. It enters the inner sanctuary behind the curtain. 

§ Word Picture of Bible days’ use of “anchor” in bringing ship to land 
 
Our Part #3 – Be good _________ of such a great salvation (vv.1-4) 

§ Three tangible ways to be a good steward of such a great salvation: 
1) Be thankful for your salvation (Luke 17:11-19; Luke 7:36-50, esp. 

v.47) 
2) Obey the One who saved you (1 John 5:2-3) 
3) Share this great salvation with others (Acts 1:8) 

§ Application:  One way I want to be a good steward of the salvation that has 
been entrusted to me is… ______________________________________. 

 
For Further Study 
• Charles Stanley’s Eternal Security 
• Gundry/Pinson’s Four Views on Eternal Security (Jim would align mainly with 

Geisler’s view) 
 

Discussion Questions with Family, Friends, and Small Group 
1. Read Hebrews 2:1-4 aloud.  Someone explain the thought flow of this passage. 
2. Of the 3 word pictures for “drift away,” which one ministered to you the most and 

called you to stop drifting?  What is your action step coming out of that? 
3. What have been your thoughts about “once saved, always saved” in the past?  What are 

your thoughts now?  What Scriptures support where you have landed?  Why is this issue 
important?  Can you fellowship with believers with a different stance on this issue? 

4. How does God discipline believers?  (use Scripture to answer) 
5. What is an action step for you regarding stewardship of your salvation? 
6. Spend time as a group praying for each others’ action steps and for friends or loved ones 

who don’t know Christ yet. 
 

New Small Group – Jim and Lisa Leggett will be starting a small group late September 
called “S.I.L.I.G.:  Someone I Love is Gay.”  If interested, drop us a note. 
 

The Once Saved, Always Saved Debate 
 
Two Issues 
1. Assurance of Salvation – Can I know for sure that, if I died right now, I would 

go to heaven? (1 John 5:11-13; Romans 8:15-16) 
2. Eternal Security – Is it possible to lose my salvation?  Can I know for sure that 

I will be going to heaven regardless of future decisions I make? 
 

The Two Major Camps of the Debate (see message from 10-22-2000) 
 

CALVINISM ARMINIANISM 
Total Depravity Total Depravity with Prevenient Grace 
Unconditional Election of Individuals Corporate Election of the Church 
Limited Atonement Unlimited Atonement 
Irresistible Grace Resistible Grace 
Perseverance of the Saints Apostasy Possible 

 
Possible Biblical Support for “Apostasy Possible” 
1. The five warning passages in Hebrews (2:1-4; 3:7-4:13; 5:11-6:12; 10:19-39; 

12:25-29). 
2. Bible passages that define continued faith as a condition of salvation 

(Colossians 1:23; 1 Peter 1:5; Hebrews 3:6,14; Romans 11:22; 1 Corinth 15:2). 
3. N.T. examples of people who have shipwrecked their faith (Hymanaeus and 

Alexander in 1 Timothy 1:18-20; Philetus in 2 Timothy 2:16-18). 
4. Bible passages where Paul is concerned that he has labored in vain (Galatians 

4:9-11; Philippians 2:15-16; 1 Thessalonians 3:5). 
5. Bible passages that assume that it is possible to blot a name out of the book of 

life (Revelation 3:5; 22:18-19). 
6. Other Bible passages (2 Peter 2:20-22; John 15:1-6; Matthew 25:1-13). 
 

Possible Biblical Support for “Perseverance of the Saints” 
1. Bible passages that describe salvation as an unconditional and irrevocable gift 

(Romans 6:23; 11:29; Eph. 2:8-9; 2 Tim 2:13). 
2. Bible passages that make it clear that salvation cannot be snatched or taken 

away from us and that God will guard us from ever losing it (John 6:37-40; 
10:27-29; 17:12; Romans 8:33-39; 2 Tim 1:12; Jude 24-25). 

3. Bible passages that make it clear that salvation is not a work that can be gained 
or lost by our efforts (Eph. 2:8-9; Titus 3:5). 

4. Bible passages that speak of eternal life as a present possession versus a hoped 
for possession (Job 19:25-26; John 3:16-18; 5:24).  

5. Bible passages that describe the irrevocable nature of sonship (John 1:12-13; 
Romans 8:15-16; 1 John 3:9), of the seal of the Holy Spirit (Eph. 1:13-14; 
4:30), of our imputed righteousness (Romans 4:5-6), of our position in Christ 
(Eph. 2:5-6), and of our names in the book of life (Phil. 4:3). 

6. Other Bible passages (Romans 8:29-30; 1 Corinth 12:13; 2 Corinth 5:17,21). 
 

A Dilemma in the Two Classical Positions (What about the person who…?) 
1. _________________ offers eternal security but not assurance of salvation. 
2. _________________ offers assurance of salvation but not eternal security. 


