
Hebrews:  Pursuing the Highest Pleasure 
“Dealing with Unanswered Prayers” 
Hebrews 4:14-5:10 – October 2, 2005 

 

Overview of Hebrews 
§ Audience = A group of Jewish/Hebrew Christians (believers) who were 

considering abandoning their Christian faith and reverting to Judaism because 
of the persecution they were experiencing (10:32-36). 

§ Main Message:  Hang in there!  Patiently endure the persecution that you are 
undergoing by fixing your eyes on Jesus who is superior in all ways – He is the 
highest pleasure (12:1-3). 

§ Major outline of the Book of Hebrews 
o The Superior Person of Christ (1:1-7:28) 

• Jesus is Superior to the Prophets (1:1-3) 
• Jesus is Superior to Angels (1:4-2:18) 
• Jesus is Superior to Moses (3:1-4:13) 
• Jesus is Superior to Aaron (4:14-7:28) 

o The Superior Work of Christ (8:1-10:18) 
o Our Response to Christ: Faith, Patient Endurance (10:19-13:25) 

 

HEBREWS:  PURSUING THE HIGHEST PLEASURE 
 Bible Text Sermon Title Date 
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Hebrews 1:1-3 Pursuing the Highest Pleasure Aug 21 
Hebrews 1:4-14 All About Angels Aug 28 
Hebrews 13:2 What the Bible Says About Natural Disasters Sept 4 
Hebrews 2:1-4 Once Saved, Always Saved? Sept 11 
Hebrews 2:5-18 Dealing with Shame Sept 18 
Hebrews 3:1-4:13 Dealing with Distractions/Restlessness Sept 25 
Hebrews 4:14-5:10 Dealing with Unanswered Prayers Oct 2 
Hebrews 11:5-6 Rachel’s Challenge: A Modern Day Enoch Oct 9 
Hebrews 5:11-6:12 Dealing with Immaturity Oct 16 
Hebrews 6:13-7:28 Dealing with Distance from God (1) Oct 23 
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 Hebrews 8:1-13 Dealing with Distance from God (2) Oct 30 

Hebrews 9:1-28 We’re Getting a New Sanctuary! Nov 6 
Hebrews 10:1-18 Dealing with Sin in My Life Nov 13 
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 Hebrews 10:19-39 Dealing with Joylessness Nov 20 

Hebrews 12:1-3 Dealing with Hindrances Nov 27 
Hebrews 12:4-17 Dealing with God’s Discipline Dec 4 
Hebrews 12:18-29 Our God is a Consuming Fire Dec 11 
Hebrews 13:1-6 Sex in Marriage Dec 18 
Hebrews 13:7-25 Giving God a Sacrifice of Praise Dec 25 

 
 

Main Message of Hebrews 4:14-5:10 
 
 

Because Jesus Christ is the kind of ______________________ that He is, let us… 
1) hold firmly to the faith we profess, and  2) approach the throne of grace with 
confidence so that we may receive help in our time of need. 
 

 

What Kind of Priest Is Jesus? 
 

1. He is a ______________ priest versus just a priest (4:14) 
 

 Levitical Priest High Priest 
Genealogy Descendent of Levi Descendent of Aaron 
Number Thousands One 
Duties Service and maintain 

temple 
Teach in the temple 
Provide worship in 
temple 

The only person who was 
allowed to offer the highest 
sacrifice for the sins of the 
people on the Day of 
Atonement (5:1) 

Tithes Received the tithes of the 
people 

Received the tithes of the 
Levitical priests 

 

2. He is a _______________ high priest versus just a high priest (4:14; 5:10) 
 

 High Priest Great High Priest 
Selection Selected by God (5:1,4) Selected by God (5:5,6,10) 
Genealogy Son of Aaron Son of God (4:14; 5:5) 
Order Order of Aaron Order of Melchizedek (5:6,10) 
Tithes Received tithes of priests Received tithes from Abraham 
Number One per generation One for all time 

 

3. He is a great high priest who has gone through the ____________________ 
tabernacle versus just the earthly tabernacle (4:14) 
§ The high priest is the only one who entered the Holy of Holies in the 

earthly tabernacle/temple (9:7) 
§ But Jesus, the great high priest, entered the Holy of Holies in heaven! 

(4:14)  More on this in Chapters 8 and 9 
 

4. He is a ________________________, great high priest (4:15; 5:2; also 2:18)) 
§ sumpatheo = to feel sympathy with; to share the experience of someone; to 

be touched with the feeling of 
§ asthenia = weaknesses; infirmities; same word used of priest in 5:2; same 

word used of us in 2 Corinthians 12:5-10 
§ Jesus, the great high priest, is like the regular high priest in that He can 

sympathize with people’s weakenesses/infirmities (5:2; 4:15) 
§ At least five ways Jesus can sympathize with us: 

1. He can sympathize with unanswered prayers (5:7; Matt. 26:36-46) 
o His prayer in Matthew 26:39 was NOT answered in the sense that He went to 

the cross and died.  His prayer in Matthew 26:39 WAS answered in the sense 
that He was “saved from death” through the resurrection (Heb. 5:7). 

2. He can sympathize with suffering (5:7-8) 
3. He can sympathize with learning obedience (5:8) 

o This is an experiential learning (vs. a theoretical learning) of what it is to 
obey in the face of intense suffering.  There are some things that even God 
can experience only by becoming a human being with all of our human 
limitations.  In this sense, He also experiences a “perfecting” through this 
obedience (in the sense of a completion of His work as Savior). [Kaiser, Hard 
Sayings of the Bible, p.681.] 



4. He can sympathize with our weaknesses/infirmities (4:15) 
o Examples in Scripture:  Jesus was weary (John 4:6), hungry (Matt 4:2; 

21:18), thirsty (John 19:28); Jesus slept (Matt 8:24). 
5. He can sympathize with our temptations (4:15) 
 

First Adam 
(Genesis 3:6) 

Tempted in All Points 
(1 John 2:16) 

Last Adam 
(Matthew 4:1-11) 

Tree was good for food Lust of the flesh Make these stones bread 
Tree pleasant to the eyes Lust of the eyes Kingdoms of the world – 

worship satan 
Tree make one wise Pride of life Cast self off Temple 

 

§ Prayer Exercise:  “Lord, I thank You that You understand.  I thank You 
that You know what it is like to….”  (4:15 is powerful!) 

 

5. He is a ___________________, sympathetic, great high priest versus a high 
priest who has sinned (4:15; 5:3) 
§ Scriptures on the sinlessness of Christ (2 Corinth 5:21; 1 Peter 1:19; 2:22; 

1 John 3:5; Hebrews 7:26-27) 
§ Theological debate over the impeccability of Christ:  Could Christ have 

sinned? (see handout on Specials Kiosk on “The Impeccability Debate”) 
§ Important point is:  Christ did NOT sin and His temptations were very real, 

and this qualifies Him to be a sympathetic high priest AND a spotless 
Lamb sacrifice 

§ Sidenote:  Jesus is the only sinless person to have ever lived (Romans 
3:10-12,23; 5:12; Eccl. 7:20).  Mary was not sinless:  Luke 2:22-24 
makes it clear that it was necessary for Mary to fulfill Leviticus 12 and 
offer a sacrifice for her purification.  Luke 1:47 makes it clear that Mary 
needed a Savior. 

 

6. He is a great high priest who has defeated __________________ (5:7) 
 
7. He became a source of ________________ salvation versus just temporary 

salvation (5:1,9) 
§ Regular high priest had to make animal sacrifices over and over again 
§ Jesus, the great high priest, only had to offer Himself once for all as the 

perfect eternal sacrifice securing eternal salvation (7:27) 
 
Application:  What Should I Do in Response to the Kind of Priest 
That Jesus Is? 
 
1. Don’t _____________________:  Hold firmly to the faith we profess (4:14) 

§ Application Question:  What is a reason that you are considering giving 
up? _____________________________________________________ 

§ Exhortation:  Don’t give up!  Jesus understands! 
§ Exhortation:  Don’t give up!  Jesus can/will do something! 
§ Prayer Altar Time 

 
 

2. ________________ to God:  Approach the throne of grace with confidence 
to receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need (4:16) 
§ Old Testament mindset about the “throne” in the Holy of Holies 
§ New Testament mindset about the throne 

o The veil has been torn giving access to all believers directly into 
the Holy of Holies (Matthew 27:51). 

o It is a throne of grace where you can receive mercy and find grace 
to help in time of need (Hebrews 4:16) 
• mercy = the withholding of deserved punishment 
• grace = the giving of undeserved favor 

o We are exhorted to approach God’s throne “with confidence” 
(literally, boldly speaking all things with assurance) 

o We are also to approach the throne of grace with “reverent 
submission” (5:7) 

§ Application Question:  What is your need? _________________________ 
____________________________________________________________ 

§ Exhortation:  Boldly approach God’s throne telling Him everything and 
confidently expecting to get things you do not deserve and to not get 
punishments that you do deserve! 

§ Prayer Altar Time 
 
Discussion Questions with Family, Friends, and Small Group 
1. Read Hebrews 4:14-5:10 aloud. 
2. Of the 7 priestly qualities of Jesus, which one or two does the most for you? 
3. Try the prayer exercise suggested under priestly quality #4.  You don’t have to close 

your eyes.  Make it a kind of brainstorming time:  How can Jesus sympathize with such 
and such a situation? 

4. Read Hebrews 4:14-16 again.  Discuss the two application questions:  What is a reason 
that you are considering giving up?  What is your need?  How can you apply this 
Scripture to those situations. 


