
Hebrews:  Pursuing the Highest Pleasure 
“Dealing with Distance from God – Part 1” 

Hebrews 6:13-7:28 – October 30, 2005 
 

Overview of Hebrews 
 

HEBREWS:  PURSUING THE HIGHEST PLEASURE 
 Bible Text Sermon Title Date 
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Hebrews 1:1-3 Pursuing the Highest Pleasure Aug 21 
Hebrews 1:4-14 All About Angels Aug 28 
Hebrews 13:2 What the Bible Says About Natural Disasters Sept 4 
Hebrews 2:1-4 Once Saved, Always Saved? Sept 11 
Hebrews 2:5-18 Dealing with Shame Sept 18 
Hebrews 3:1-4:13 Dealing with Distractions/Restlessness Sept 25 
Hebrews 4:14-5:10 Dealing with Unanswered Prayers Oct 2 
Hebrews 11:5-6 Rachel’s Challenge: A Modern Day Enoch Oct 9 
Hebrews 5:11-6:12 Dealing with Immaturity Oct 16 
Hebrews 6:13-7:28 Dealing with Distance from God (1) Oct 30 
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 Hebrews 8:1-13 Dealing with Distance from God (2) Nov 6 

Hebrews 9:1-28 We’re Getting a New Sanctuary! Oct 23 
Hebrews 10:1-18 Dealing with Sin in My Life Nov 13 
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 Hebrews 10:19-39 Dealing with Joylessness Nov 20 

Hebrews 12:1-3 Dealing with Hindrances Nov 27 
Hebrews 12:4-17 Dealing with God’s Discipline Dec 4 
Hebrews 12:18-29 Our God is a Consuming Fire Dec 11 
Hebrews 13:1-6 Sex in Marriage Dec 18 
Hebrews 13:7-25 Giving God a Sacrifice of Praise Dec 25 

 

This Morning’s Question – Who or what are you turning to meet 
your needs? ___________________________________________ 
 

Husband Wife Girlfriend 
Money Purchasing things Boyfriend 
Pornography Job Hobby 
Buying stuff Success of your kids Other people liking you 
Success in your job Books Accomplishments 
Church Your self Other: 
Other: Other: Other: 
 

The Three Most Fundamental Needs of Any Human Being 
 

1)  Security – Am I safe? 
2)  _____________________ – Am I loved? 
3)  Significance – Am I important?  Am I needed? 
 

The Main Message of Hebrews 
§ Audience = A group of Jewish/Hebrew Christians (believers) who were 

considering abandoning their Christian faith and reverting to Judaism to meet 
their needs because of the persecution they were experiencing (10:32-36).  

They were feeling distant from God.  They were wondering if the God of Jesus 
Christ was really going to meet their needs. 

§ Main Message of Hebrews:  Hang in there!  Patiently endure the persecution 
that you are undergoing by fixing your eyes on Jesus who is superior in all 
ways – He is the highest pleasure (12:1-3). 

 

Today’s Message in One Sentence 
 
 

Jesus meets ____________________ (Hebrews 7:26) 
 

 
This Morning’s Question – How have you been trying to get other 
people or things to meet needs that God wants you to look to Him to 
meet? _________________________________________________ 
 
Outline of Hebrews Chapters 7, 8, 9 – Jesus Christ’s priesthood is 
superior to Aaron’s priesthood 

§ Chapter 7 – Superior order (Oct 30) 
§ Chapter 8 – Superior covenant (Nov 6) 
§ Chapter 9 – Superior sanctuary (Oct 23) 

 
By The Way – These chapters are meat/solid food (5:12-14).  Require chewing! 

§ 5:10 – Began talking about the priestly order of Melchizedek. 
§ 5:11-6:12 – Warning excursion:  “You are not ready for this spiritual meat 

because you are still in spiritual infancy.” 
§ 6:13-7:28 – Back to the meat/solid food:  Resume talking about Jesus 

being a priest in the order of Melchizedek. 
 
Six Reasons Why The Order of Jesus’ Priesthood is Superior to 
That of Aaron  (and thus why Jesus is best to meet your need) (6:13-7:28) 
 
1) Because Jesus’ priesthood was appointed by God’s ________________ 

(6:13-20; 7:20-23,28) 
§ God fulfilled His promises to Abraham, and He will fulfill His promises to 

you.  You’ve got God’s promise.  God does not lie! (SECURITY) 
§ Joshua 23:14 - "Now I am about to go the way of all the earth. You know 

with all your heart and soul that not one of all the good promises the 
LORD your God gave you has failed. Every promise has been fulfilled; not 
one has failed.” 

§ Philippians 4:19 - And my God will meet all your needs according to His 
glorious riches in Christ Jesus.  

§ Application:  The promise of God that I am clinging to is ____________ 
_________________________________________________ (Scripture). 

§ Rick Warren:  “The deepest level of worship is praising God in spite of 
pain, thanking God during a trial, trusting Him when tempted, surrendering 
while suffering, and loving Him when He seems distant….  When you are 



a baby Christian, God gives you a lot of confirming emotions and often 
answers the most immature, self-centered prayers – so you’ll know He 
exists.  But as you grow in faith, He will wean you of these dependencies 
(on results the way you want them).” 

§ Raymond Edman:  “Never doubt in the dark what God told you in the 
light.” 

 
2) Because the ___________________ of Jesus’ priesthood has extremely 

significant meaning (7:1-2) 
§ Genesis 14:17-24 
§ Melchizedek = “king of righteousness” (ACCEPTANCE) 
§ King of Salem = “king of peace” (SECURITY) 
§ Psalms 85:9-10 – Surely His salvation is near those who fear Him….  

Love and faithfulness meet together; righteousness and peace kiss each 
other. 

§ Warren Wiersbe:  “True peace can be experienced only on the basis of 
righteousness.  If we want to enjoy ‘peace with God’ we must be ‘justified 
(declared righteous) by faith’ (Romans 5:1).  Man cannot produce 
righteousness by keeping the Old Testament Law (Gal. 2:21).  It is only 
through the work of Jesus Christ on the cross that righteousness and peace 
could have “kissed each other.” 

§ Question:  Do you have righteousness and peace in your life? 
§ Rick Warren:  “If God never did anything else for you, He would still 

deserve your continual praise for the rest of your life because of what Jesus 
did for you on the cross.  God’s Son died for you!  This is the greatest 
reason for worship.” 

 
3) Because Jesus’ priesthood is __________________ (7:3,23-24) 

§ There is incredible SECURITY in this. 
 
4) Because Jesus’ priesthood is positionally ___________________ (7:4-10) 

§ Application:  One way to get SIGNIFICANCE in your life is by how you 
invest your life, time, talents, treasures in the causes of Christ. 

 
5) Because Jesus’ priesthood is ____________________ (7:11-22) 

§ There is incredible SECURITY in this. 
 
6) Because Jesus’ priesthood is utterly _______________________ (7:25-28) 
 

ACCEPTANCE Saves to the uttermost; offered Himself 
SECURITY He always lives to intercede for us 
SIGNIFICANCE I am His messenger to tell others about this (2 Cor 5:20) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Main Application of Today’s Message – Who or what have I been turning 
to in order to get my needs met?  How have I been trying to get other people/things 
to meet my needs?  (To any extent that you have done this, tell God you are sorry.)  
Will I make the decision now to stop looking to these other people/things to meet 
my needs and to start looking to God? 
 
 

My Letter to God Today 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Discussion Questions with Family, Friends, and Small Group 
1. Read Genesis 14:17-24 and Hebrews 6:13-7:28 aloud.   
2. What are the six ways that Jesus’ order of priesthood is superior to that of the Aaron and 

Levitical priesthoods?  Which one was the most meaningful to you? 
3. Of the 3 most basic human needs, which one do you struggle with the most? 
4. To the extent that you are willing to share, what was your application from this 

message? 
5. What are tangible ways that we can trust Jesus to meet our need (Heb. 7:26)? 


