
Hebrews:  Pursuing the Highest Pleasure 
“Our God is a Consuming Fire” 

Hebrews 12:14-29 – December 11, 2005 
 

Overview of Hebrews 
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Hebrews 1:1-3 Pursuing the Highest Pleasure Aug 21 
Hebrews 1:4-14 All About Angels Aug 28 
Hebrews 13:2 What the Bible Says About Natural Disasters Sept 4 
Hebrews 2:1-4 Once Saved, Always Saved? Sept 11 
Hebrews 2:5-18 Dealing with Shame Sept 18 
Hebrews 3:1-4:13 Dealing with Distractions/Restlessness Sept 25 
Hebrews 4:14-5:10 Dealing with Unanswered Prayers Oct 2 
Hebrews 11:5-6 Rachel’s Challenge: A Modern Day Enoch Oct 9 
Hebrews 5:11-6:12 Dealing with Immaturity Oct 16 
Hebrews 6:13-7:28 Dealing with Distance from God (1) Oct 30 
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 Hebrews 8:1-13 Dealing with Distance from God (2) Nov 6 

Hebrews 9:1-28 We’re Getting a New Sanctuary! Oct 23 
Hebrews 10:1-18 Dealing with Sin in My Life Nov 13 
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 Hebrews 10:19-39 Dealing with Joylessness Nov 20 

Hebrews 12:1-3 Dealing with Hindrances Nov 27 
Hebrews 12:4-13 Dealing with God’s Discipline Dec 4 
Hebrews 12:14-29 Our God is a Consuming Fire Dec 11 
Hebrews 13:5 Sex in Marriage Dec 18 
Hebrews 13:1-25 Giving God a Sacrifice of Praise Dec 25 

 

Overview of Hebrews 
§ Audience = A group of Jewish/Hebrew Christians (believers) who were 

considering abandoning their Christian faith and reverting to Judaism (old 
covenant) because of the persecution they were experiencing (10:32-36). 

§ Main Message:  Don’t’ give up!  Don’t go back to the old covenant!  Jesus and 
the new covenant are superior!  Hang in there!  Patiently endure the 
persecution that you are undergoing by fixing your eyes on Jesus who is 
superior in all ways – He is the highest pleasure (12:1-3). 

 

Today’s Message in One Verse  
 

 
“_______________________________________________” – Hebrews 12:29 

 
 

What Does That Mean? 
 
 

God burns with a _________________________________ for you, your affections, 
and your worship of Him alone in the same way that a godly husband burns with 
love for his wife, her affections, and her fidelity. 
 

 

A Short Bible Study on Fire and Righteous Jealousy 
§ Deuteronomy 4:23-24 - Be careful not to forget the covenant of the LORD your God 

that He made with you; do not make for yourselves an idol in the form of anything the 
LORD your God has forbidden. 24 For the LORD your God is a consuming fire, a 
jealous God.  

§ Exodus 34:14 - Do not worship any other god, for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, 
is a jealous God.  

§ Deuteronomy 6:14-15 - Do not follow other gods, the gods of the peoples around 
you; for the LORD your God, who is among you, is a jealous God and His anger will 
burn against you, and He will destroy you from the face of the land.  

§ Zephaniah 3:8-10,14-17 – “Therefore wait for Me," declares the LORD, "for the 
day I will stand up to testify.   I have decided to assemble the nations, to gather the 
kingdoms and to pour out My wrath on them - all My fierce anger.  The whole world 
will be consumed by the fire of My jealous anger.  Then will I purify the lips of the 
peoples, that all of them may call on the name of the LORD and serve Him shoulder to 
shoulder.  From beyond the rivers of Cush My worshipers, My scattered people, will 
bring Me offerings….  Sing, O Daughter of Zion; shout aloud, O Israel!  Be glad and 
rejoice with all your heart, O Daughter of Jerusalem! The LORD has taken away your 
punishment, He has turned back your enemy.  The LORD, the King of Israel, is with 
you; never again will you fear any harm….  The LORD your God is with you, He is 
mighty to save.  He will take great delight in you, He will quiet you with His love,  He 
will rejoice over you with singing."  

§ Zechariah 8:2 - This is what the LORD Almighty says: "I am very jealous for Zion; I 
am burning with jealousy for her."  

§ 2 Corinthians 11:2-3 - I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy. I promised you to 
one husband, to Christ, so that I might present you as a pure virgin to Him. But I am 
afraid that just as Eve was deceived by the serpent's cunning, your minds may somehow 
be led astray from your sincere and pure devotion to Christ.  

§ Some Pictures of Fire in the Bible 
 

Scripture Event of Fire Purpose/Meaning 
Exodus 13:21-22; 
14:19-20,24  

God as a pillar of fire led the 
Israelites out of Egypt 

To guide His people and to 
protect them 

1 Kings 18:36-39 Fire consumed Elijah’s 
offering in the showdown at 
Mt. Carmel 

To show them that He is the 
one true God 

Isaiah 6:1-8 Purifying Isaiah’s lips with a 
live fire coal 

To remove any hindrance in 
relationship with God and to 
send out to tell others 

John 18:18,25-27; 
John 21:9-19 

Peter denies Jesus around a 
charcoal fire.  Jesus restores 
Peter around a charcoal fire. 

To restore one He loves to 
Himself. 

Acts 2:1-21 Tongues of fire at Pentecost To fill believers with 
Himself and to use them to 
tell others about Him 

 

§ “Consuming fire” is the perfect picture of God’s love and His holiness co-
existing in perfect harmony.  God’s love for you is so intense that it BURNS!  
God’s holiness is white-hot fire pure!  God burns with a righteous jealousy for 
you, your affections, and your worship of Him alone. 

 
 



What is Our Proper Response to Our God Who is a Consuming 
Fire? (Hebrews 12:14-29) 
1. __________________ Him acceptably with reverence and awe (v.28b) 

§ Love Him!  Give Him all of your affections!  And do so with holy 
reverence, awe, and holy fear. 

§ A question by one of the children in Narnia asking about Aslan:  “Is he 
safe?”  Answer: “Safe!  He’s a lion!  Of course he’s not safe! But he’s 
good!” 

§ Fire is not safe!  But it’s good! 
§ Application:  Our God is a consuming fire!  He loves you with a 

passionate, burning, righteously jealous love!  Love Him back!  Worship 
Him!  Sing to Him.  Obey Him.  Talk to Him.  Serve Him.  Connect with 
Him.  Be close to Him. 

§ Application Question:  How do I need to respond to God right now? _____ 
____________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Be _________________ (v.14b) 
§ God the Father wants an equally yoked Bride for His Son (2 Cor. 6:14-18) 
§ He will not compromise His holiness.  Without holiness no one will see 

the Lord (Heb. 12:14b) 
§ PROBLEM:  We are not holy (Romans 3:23) 
§ SOLUTION:  Receiving Jesus Christ and His free gift of forgiveness and 

holiness (Romans 10:9; John 1:12) 
o Forgiveness – Jesus paid the penalty for our sins and completely 

forgives all our sins when we receive Him (Col. 2:13-14) 
o Imputed holiness – Jesus lived the perfect holy life and imputes 

His holiness to our account when we receive Him (Romans 3:22; 
1 Corinth 1:30; 2 Corinth 5:21; Phil. 3:9; Hebrews 10:10) 

§ Application:  Have you received this free gift? ____________________ 
§ Application:  How should we respond to this free gift of forgiveness and 

imputed holiness?  With gratitude and worship (Hebrews 12:28-29) and by 
walking in our true identity of holiness – i.e. live holy lives (1 Peter 1:15-
16; Romans 6:11-14).  So… walk in holiness!  Walk in sexual purity.  Talk 
in purity with your mouth.  Walk in purity with your finances.  Walk in 
purity toward your spouse, your children, your parents, your friends, your 
church family, and your co-workers.  Be faithful to God.  Walk in fidelity 
to God. 

§ Application Question:  How?  God burns with a righteous jealousy for you, 
your affections, and your worship of Him alone in the same way that a 
godly husband burns with love for his wife, her affections, and her fidelity.  
How can you walk in fidelity with God? 

 
Six Ways That We Can Walk in Fidelity with God (Hebrews 12:14-29) 
 

1. Do not have an affair with ______________________ (vv.14-15) 
§ Unresolved anger is a lover who wants to steal us away from our love 

affair with God (Ephesians 4:26-27). 

§ You cannot love God and be bitter toward someone else at the same time 
(1 John 3:14-15; 4:19-21) 

§ Application Question:  Is there someone who has hurt me whom I have not 
forgiven? ___________________________________________________ 

 

2. Do not have an affair with ______________________________ (v.16a) 
§ Application Question:  Am I engaging in any sexual activity outside of a 

marriage relationship? _______________________________________ 
§ Next week’s message: “Sex in Marriage” (rated PG) 
§ Happy holiness versus cranky holiness 
 

3. Do not have an affair with ____________________ (vv.16b-17) 
§ Example = Esau who valued himself and his hunger more than his 

relationship with God.  Esau sold his birthright for a bowl of stew to feed 
his hungry stomach (Genesis 25:27-34). 

§ Application:  In my hunger to __________________, I have given away 
my __________________ by ___________________ in order to ______ 
______________________________. 

 

4. ______________ to God directly and _____________ Him (v.25) 
§ How Israel refused to listen to and obey God when He spoke to them at 

Mt. Sinai 
o Exodus 20:18-19 - When the people saw the thunder and lightning and 

heard the trumpet and saw the mountain in smoke, they trembled with 
fear. They stayed at a distance and said to Moses, "Speak to us yourself 
and we will listen. But do not have God speak to us or we will die." 

o Exodus 32 – Worshipping the golden calf 
o Entire Old Testament – disobedience after disobedience 

§ Message of Hebrews 12:18-28 – You’ve got the wrong picture of God! 
God burns with a righteous jealousy for you, your affections, and your 
worship of Him alone in the same way that a godly husband burns with 
love for his wife, her affections, and her fidelity. 

§ Awesome picture of being with God forever (vv.22-24) 
§ Application:  Respond to Him correctly (not like the Israelites) (vv.25-28). 
 

5. Be _______________________ for the unshakeable Kingdom that you are 
receiving (v.28a) 

 
6. __________________ Him in a way that is well-pleasing to Him (vv.28b-29) 

§ What is well pleasing to Him?  Worshipping and loving Him with 
reverence and awe! 

§ John Wesley:  “I just light myself on fire for Him, and people watch me 
burn!” 

§ Application:  How am I going to respond to this consuming fire God right 
now? _____________________________________________________ 

 
Discussion Questions with Family, Friends, and Small Group 
1. Read Hebrews 12:29 aloud.  What does it mean?  How should we respond? 
2. Read Hebrews 12:14-29 aloud and discuss its meaning and applications using 

these notes. 


