
The Bible’s Hall of Faith: Hebrews 11 
“How Can I Believe in Creation and Science?” 

Hebrews 11:1-3 – January 8, 2006 
 

Overview of Our Study 
 

THE BIBLE’S HALL OF FAITH:  HEBREWS 11 
Date Highlight Message Title Verse 

Jan  8 Creation How Can I Believe in Creation and Science? 1-3 
Jan 15 Abel/Enoch How Can I Walk with God? 4-6 
Jan 22 Noah How Can I Obey Something I Don’t 

Understand? 
7 

Jan 29 Abraham/Sarah How Can I Have Faith So Late in the Game? 8-16 
Feb  5 Abraham–Pt 2 How Can I Offer God My Most Prized 

Possession? 
17-19 

Feb 12 Isaac, Jacob, 
Joseph 

How Can I Trust God with the Future? 20-22 

Feb 19 Moses–Pt. 1 How Can I Give Up Earthly Pleasures? 23-27 
Feb 26 Moses–Pt.  2 How Can I Get Out of This Mess? 28-29 
Mar  5 Rahab How Can God Use Me When I Have Done 

What I’ve Done? 
30-31 

Mar 12 Others: GSSD How Can I Have Faith Like That? 32-40 
 
Three Major Viewpoints About How Things Came Into Being 
 

CATEGORY THEISM PANTHEISM MATERIALISM 
Source of 
Creation 

Creator beyond 
nature 

Creator within 
nature 

No Creator 

Method of 
Creation 

Creation by God 
out of __________ 

Creation out of 
____________ 

Creation out of 
____________ 
 

Latin term ex nihilo ex deo ex materia 
Relation of 
Creator and 
creation 

Creator and 
creation are 
distinct 

No real creation.  
Creation is illusion 
Only spirit exists 
All is god 

No real Creator 

Duration of 
creation 

Temporary Non-existent, but 
spirit is eternal 

Matter is eternal 

God’s control Unlimited Limited Non-existent 
Major Religions Christianity, 

Judaism, Islam 
Hinduism Atheism 

Proponent of Billy Graham Shirley MacLaine Carl Sagan 
 

Application Question for Christians – Am I living like a materialist while profess-
ing to be theist?  __________  What steps do I need to take to live the worldview I 
say I believe? _______________________________________________________ 
 
 

Where Do You Look to Find Truth? 
§ Three possibilities: 

1. Yourself 
2. Others (________________) 
3. God (__________________) 

§ Recommend sermon from August 18, 2002 “Where Did the Bible Come 
From?” in which the truthfulness of the Bible is subjected to 7 different tests:  
The Deductive Test, the Inductive Test, the Archaeology Test, the Prophecy 
Test, the Indestructibility Test, the Scientific Test, and the Life-Change Test. 

§ Key question to ask as I adopt a view on creation:  Does my view agree with 
the Bible?  Is it consistent with Scripture? 

 
Can I Believe in the Bible and Science at the Same Time? 
§ Depends on what you mean by “believe.”  You cannot put your ultimate trust 

in both. 
§ Matthew 6:24 - No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and 

love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You 
cannot serve both God and Money.  

§ Application Decision:  What will my ultimate authority be?  If at some point 
the Bible and science appear to disagree, which will I believe (put my trust in)? 
______________________________________________________________ 

§ In actuality, the Bible and science do agree! 
 
Hebrews 11:1-3 on Creation 
§ Verse 1 

o Definition of faith – Faith is the assurance of things hoped for and the 
conviction of things not seen. 

o Important note:  It takes ________________ to believe any theory of how 
things came into being:  Creationism or Evolution 

o Question:  How do you know a man named Abraham Lincoln really ever 
existed and that he was the 16th President of the United States? 

§ Verse 2 
o Verse 2 is introducing all the elders mentioned in Chap 11 who lived lives 

of faith.  Verse 2 is introducing all the college courses on faith.  Verse 3 
will introduce the first course.  In other words… 

o Faith 101 = believing that God is Creator 
§ Verse 3 

o Source of creation = _______________ (Theos = God) 
o Content of creation = _____________________ (aion = worlds, universe, 

ages).  Genesis 1-2 gets more specific:  God created heavens, earth, light, 
atmosphere, waters, dry ground, vegetation, plants, trees, sun, moon, stars, 
fish, birds, animals, humans. 

o Method of creation = God ______________ (rhema) and created out of 
nothing (ex nihilo); method = God’s Word (John 1:1-5; Col. 1:16-17) 

o Application:  As one created in the image of God, what am I creating with 
my life? With my words? ______________________________________ 

 



Eight Reasons Why An Intelligent, Personal Designer is the Most 
Scientifically Plausible Explanation of the Universe, Life, and 
Humans 
1. The kalam cosmological argument:  Whatever begins to exist has a cause.  The 

universe had a beginning.  Therefore, the universe has a _______________. 
a) The Second Law of Thermodynamics points to a beginning of the universe:  The 

amount of usable energy in the universe is decreasing.  Whatever is petering out 
must have had a beginning, because it does not take forever to run out of a limited 
amount of energy. 

b) Scientific evidence that the universe is expanding points to a point where there is 
no space, no time, and no matter – thus creation out of nothing (ex nihilo). 

c) Scientific evidence of radiation echo points to a “big bang” explosion and thus a 
beginning point in time of creation. 

2. The evidence of astronomy, physics, and the anthropic principle (fine tuning of 
the universe).  The enormous complexity of conditions for ________________ 
_____________ to exist point heavily toward an intelligent Designer. 

3. Genetic evidence shows that the complexity of human ___________ points 
most logically and statistically to an intelligent Designer. 

4. Biochemical evidence and the phenomenon of irreducible complexity shatters 
the notion of progressive evolution.  Numerous examples of things that had to 
be ___________________ in order to function. 
• Charles Darwin:  “If it could be demonstrated that any complex organ existed 

which could not possibly have been formed by numerous, successive, slight 
modifications, my theory would absolutely break down.” 

5. Evidence of _________________________ in humans points to a Designer of 
greater consciousness. 

6. ______________________ evidence of human speech being so unique from all 
other animals points to a rational Creator. 

7. Anthropological and geological evidence shows no necessary ______________ 
between humans and primates or any other animals. 

8. ___________________ evidence points to a Creator God who has revealed 
Himself to us. 
• Norman Giesler has listed over 300 Bible passages on God as Creator 
• Genesis 1:1 - In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 
• Psalms 102:25 - In the beginning You laid the foundations of the earth, 

and the heavens are the work of Your hands. 
• Psalms 90:2 - Before the mountains were born or You brought forth the 

earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting You are God.  
• Colossians 1:16 - For by Him all things were created: things in heaven 

and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or 
authorities; all things were created by Him and for Him. 

• Isaiah 43:7 - Whom I created for My glory, whom I formed and made.  
• Revelation 4:11 - You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and 

honor and power, for You created all things, and by Your will they were 
created and have their being.  

• Hebrews 11:3 
 
 

Two Additional Questions 
1. What is the age of the earth?  Two biblical camps on this issue: 

q ______________________ View 
• Say “yom” = 24 hour day in Genesis 1-2 
• Proponent = Henry Morris (www.icr.org)  

q ______________________ View 
• Say “yom” = age; long period of time 
• Proponent = Hugh Ross (www.reasons.org)  

2. What about dinosaurs? 
• Scientists don’t know nearly as much about dinosaurs as our books and 

movies portray.  Everything is based on fossils puzzle-pieced together. 
• The Bible appears to mention dinosaurs in Job 40:15-19 (behemoth) and 

Job 41 (leviathan). 
• Dinosaurs could have gone extinct during the flood of Genesis 6-9. 
• Dinosaurs could have been created and gone extinct all within the age 

called “Day 6” (old earth view). 
 
Recommended Resources 
q Lee Strobel’s The Case for a Creator (there is also a student version) 
q Dr. Jobe Martin’s Incredible Creatures That Defy Evolution (3 DVDs) 
q Lots of resources available on icr.org and reasons.org 
q Fascinating history of the Scopes Trial in Olasky/Perry’s Monkey Business 
 

Closing Application Questions 
1. What will my ultimate authority be – myself, others (science), Bible (God)? 
2. Does my view of how things came to be agree with Scripture? 
3. As one created in the image of God, what am I creating with my life? With my 

words? 
4. Am I living like a materialist while professing to be theist?  What steps do I 

need to take to live the worldview I say I believe? 
5. If God is Creator, then He deserves all of my worship and allegiance and trust 

and obedience?  Will I give Him these things?  How will I give Him these 
things today? This week? _________________________________________ 

6. Believing in God as Creator appears to be the first step of faith.  What does the 
next step of Hebrews 11:1 faith look like for me?  _______________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 

Discussion Questions with Family, Friends, and Small Group 
1. What has been your journey of investigation and belief in the whole arena of 

creation? 
2. Read Hebrews 11:1-3 and discuss its meaning. 
3. Discuss these message notes – especially the application questions. 
 
 
 
 
 


