
The Bible’s Hall of Faith: Hebrews 11 
“How Can I Give Up Earthly Pleasures?” 

Hebrews 11:23-27 – February 19, 2006 
 

Overview of Our Study 
 

THE BIBLE’S HALL OF FAITH:  HEBREWS 11 
Date Highlight Message Title Verse 

Jan  8 Creation How Can I Believe in Creation and Science? 1-3 
Jan 15 Abel/Enoch How Can I Walk with God? 4-6 
Jan 22 Noah How Can I Obey Something I Don’t Understand? 7 
Jan 29 Abraham/Sarah How Can I Have Faith So Late in the Game? 8-16 
Feb  5 Abraham–Pt 2 How Can I Offer God My Most Prized Possession? 17-19 
Feb 12 Isaac, Jacob, 

Joseph 
How Can I Trust God with the Future? 20-22 

Feb 19 Moses–Pt. 1 How Can I Give Up Earthly Pleasures? 23-27 
Feb 26 Moses–Pt.  2 How Can I Get Out of This Mess? 28-29 
Mar  5 Rahab How Can God Use Me When I Have Done What 

I’ve Done? 
30-31 

Mar 12 Others: GSSD How Can I Have Faith Like That? 32-40 
 

Faith Lessons from Moses and His Parents (Hebrews 11:23-27) 
 

FAITH LESSON #1 – God calls us to see the __________________ 
in our children and others by faith (Hebrews 11:23) 

§ Exodus 2:1-4 
§ There was a sense of destiny about this child (Ex 2:3 = same word for ark) 
§ Application Question #1 – Do I see the potential destiny of my children 

and those around me (spouse, friend, sibling, co-worker) or do I see all the 
negative aspects of that person? _________________________________ 

§ How large sharks grow.  Michelangelo regarding the masterpiece “David.” 
§ Dale Carnegie on developing millionaires 
§ An acronym for bringing out the B.E.S.T. in others: 

o B – ___________________ in them 
o E – ___________________ them 
o S – Share with them 
o T – ___________________ them 

§ John Maxwell:  “When you believe in people, you motivate them and release 
their potential.  And people can sense intuitively when a person really believes in 
them.  Anyone can see people as they are.  It takes a leader to see what they can 
become, encourage them to grow in that direction, and believe that they will do it.  
People always grow toward a leader’s expectations, not his criticism and 
examinations.  Examinations merely gauge progress.  Expectations promote 
progress.” 

§ Proverbs 23:7 (NKJV) – For as he thinks in his heart, so is he. 
§ 1 Thessalonians 5:11 - Encourage one another and build each other up. 
§ Application Action #1 – Believe and speak into your children and those 

closest to you – believe and speak of their potential, their great destiny.  
An action step along these lines that I want to take this week is _______ 
_________________________________________________________ 

FAITH LESSON #2 – There are times when we are to engage in 
civil ___________________________ (Hebrews 11:23b) 

§ Exodus 1:6-2:10 
§ The Bible calls us to obey those in authority over us (Romans 13:1-7 ) 

except when those authorities call us to do something contrary to God’s 
Word (Acts 4:19-20; 5:29) 

§ Biblical examples of human authority over us 
o Governing authorities (Romans 13:1-7; 1 Peter 2:13-17) 
o In the workplace (Ephesians 6:5-9; Colossians 3:22-4:1) 
o In the church (Hebrews 13:7,17) 
o In the home (Ephesians 5:21-6:4; Colossians 3:18-21) 

§ Application Question #2 – Am I submitting to those in authority over me 
as unto the Lord? ___________________________________________ 

§ Colossians 3:23-24 - Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as 
working for the Lord, not for men, since you know that you will receive an 
inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are 
serving. 

§ Hebrews 13:17 - Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They 
keep watch over you as men who must give an account. Obey them so that 
their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no advantage to 
you.  

§ Biblical examples of civil disobedience 
o The midwives disobeying Pharaoh (Exodus 1:15-21) 
o Amram and Jochebed disobeying Pharaoh’s edict (Ex 2:1-5) 
o Rahab disobeying the king of Jericho (Joshua 2:1-24) 
o The apostles disobeying the religious leaders (Acts 4:19-20; 5:29) 

§ Jim’s examples of civil disobedience today 
§ Application Action #2 – An action step for me in this area is __________ 

__________________________________________________________. 
 
FAITH LESSON #3 – God calls us to prioritize the ____________ 
over the urgent:  the _____________________ over the short term 
(Hebrews 11:24-26)(Acts 7:22) 

§ Long Term Perspective versus Short Term Perspective for Moses 
 

What Moses Gave Up What Moses Gained 
SHORT TERM STATUS – known as 
Pharaoh’s grandson 

LONG TERM STATUS - Known as one 
of God’s people 

SHORT TERM POWER – potential 
leader of superpower nation 

LONG TERM POWER – leader of 
God’s people 

SHORT TERM PLEASURE – sin  LONG TERM PLEASURE – God 
Himself 

SHORT TERM REWARD – 
treasures of Egypt 

LONG TERM REWARD – heavenly 
rewards; reward of seeing God’s people 
set free from slavery 

 

§ Psalms 84:10 - Better is one day in Your courts than a thousand elsewhere; I 
would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of the 
wicked.  



§ Application Question #3 – What are my short term and long-term 
perspective struggles and issues?  (use chart below) 

 

Short Term Issues in My Life Long Term Priorities to Value 
SHORT TERM STATUS –  
 

LONG TERM STATUS  -  

SHORT TERM POWER – 
 

LONG TERM POWER –  

SHORT TERM PLEASURE –  
 

LONG TERM PLEASURE – 

SHORT TERM REWARD –  
 

LONG TERM REWARD –  

 

§ Application Action #3 – Some long term decisions and investments I want 
to make this week/year are… 

o ___________________________________________________ 
o ___________________________________________________ 
o ___________________________________________________ 
o ___________________________________________________ 

 

FAITH LESSON #4 – Disgrace for the sake of ________________ 
is a good thing (Hebrews 11:26) 

§ John 8:56 – Jesus said, “Your father Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing 
My day; he saw it and was glad." 

§ Psalms 69:9 - Zeal for Your house consumes me, and the insults of those who 
insult You fall on me. 

§ Galatians 6:17 -  I bear on my body the marks of Jesus. 
§ Acts 5:41 - The apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because they had been 

counted worthy of suffering disgrace for the Name. 
§ 1 Peter 4:14 - If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, 

for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. 
§ Hebrews 13:11-14 - The high priest carries the blood of animals into the Most 

Holy Place as a sin offering, but the bodies are burned outside the camp. 12 And so 
Jesus also suffered outside the city gate to make the people holy through His own 
blood. 13 Let us, then, go to Him outside the camp, bearing the disgrace He bore. 
14 For here we do not have an enduring city, but we are looking for the city that is 
to come.  

§ Application Question #4 – How is God calling me to suffer disgrace for 
the Name? ________________________________________________ 

 

FAITH LESSON #5 – God calls us to overcome our ____________ 
___________ (Hebrews 11:27) 

§ Moses left Egypt two times.  Which one is Heb. 11:27 referring to? 
o Age 40 – Left after it was known that he had killed an Egyptian (Exodus 

2:11-15; Acts 7:23-29) 
o Age 80 – Left Egypt leading the Israelites out of their slavery and toward 

the Promised Land (Exodus 11-13; Acts 7:30-36) 
§ Exodus 2:14 – Moses was afraid 
§ Proverbs 29:25 - Fear of man will prove to be a snare, but whoever trusts 

in the LORD is kept safe.  

§ Examples of “fear of man” in the Bible 
o Abraham fearing the Egyptian King desiring his wife and therefore 

saying “She is my sister” (Genesis 12:10-20) 
o Aaron fearing the clamor of the Israelites and making a golden calf 

(Exodus 32) 
o Nicodemus fearing being seen with Jesus so he goes to Him at nighttime 

(John 3:2) 
o Peter fearing being associated with Jesus during His crucifixion trial 

(John 18:15-27) 
o Pilate fearing the religious leaders and Caesar hearing of a Jewish 

uprising so he has Jesus crucified (John 19:1-16) 
§ Application Question #5 – In what ways am I living in “fear of man”? 

o LYING 
o NOT SPEAKING THE TRUTH 
o UNHEALTHY SEEKING TO PLEASE OTHERS 
o BOASTING 
o NOT DECLARING MY FAITH 
o NOT WORSHIPPING HOW MY SPIRIT WANTS TO 
o FREEZING DURING CONFLICT 
o NOT BEING THE REAL ME 
o NOT TRUSTING OTHERS 
o NOT GETTING CLOSE TO ANYONE 
o NOT SHARING MY OPINION 
o CARING MORE ABOUT WHAT PEOPLE THINK THAN WHAT GOD 

THINKS 
o OTHER: _______________________________________ 

§ Moses’ overcame “fear of man” after he had an _____________________ 
____________ (Heb. 11:27; Exodus 3) 

§ The opposite of “fear of man” is _______________________ (Prov 29:25) 
§ Application Action #5 – The ways I believe God is calling me to trust Him 

rather than “fearing man” are… 
o ___________________________________________________ 
o ___________________________________________________ 

 

Sermon Series Application – When you life is over, what do you 
want your faith epitaph to be?  (work on this through out this sermon series) 
 
 

My “By Faith” Epitaph 
 

     By faith… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Discussion Questions with Family, Friends, and Small Group 
1. Who is someone that saw the potential in you and encouraged you? 
2. Read Hebrews 11:23-27 and work through these sermon notes and 

applications.  What application is God talking to you about most?  


