
The Bible’s Hall of Faith: Hebrews 11 
“How Can God Use Me When I Have Done What I’ve Done?” 

Hebrews 11:30-31 – March 5, 2006 
 

Overview of Our Study 
 

THE BIBLE’S HALL OF FAITH:  HEBREWS 11 
Date Highlight Message Title Verse 

Jan  8 Creation How Can I Believe in Creation and Science? 1-3 
Jan 15 Abel/Enoch How Can I Walk with God? 4-6 
Jan 22 Noah How Can I Obey Something I Don’t Understand? 7 
Jan 29 Abraham/Sarah How Can I Have Faith So Late in the Game? 8-16 
Feb  5 Abraham–Pt 2 How Can I Offer God My Most Prized Possession? 17-19 
Feb 12 Isaac, Jacob, 

Joseph 
How Can I Trust God with the Future? 20-22 

Feb 19 Moses–Pt. 1 How Can I Give Up Earthly Pleasures? 23-27 
Feb 26 Moses–Pt.  2 How Can I Get Out of This Mess? 28-29 
Mar  5 Rahab How Can God Use Me When I Have Done What 

I’ve Done? 
30-31 

Mar 12 Others: GSSD How Can I Have Faith Like That? 32-40 
 
 

Eight Questions Regarding Rahab’s Story (Heb. 11:30-31; Joshua 2) 
 

1) Why did the writer of Hebrews list Rahab’s ______________? 
(Hebrews 11:31) 
§ To show that anyone can have faith!  No matter who you are or what you 

have done… it’s never too late to have faith! 
§ To show that God can use anyone – anyone who is willing to believe 
§ Application #1 – What excuses have I been using to not have faith?  What 

excuses have I been using to not let God use me? ___________________ 
 
2) Why did Joshua send only ____ spies? (Joshua 2:1a) 

§ Because 2 was the number of believing spies back in Numbers 13-14 
 

1st Attempt to Enter Promised Land 2nd Attempt to Enter Promised Land 
Numbers 13-14 Joshua 2-6 
Leader = Moses Leader = Joshua 
12 spies sent in 2 spies sent in 

Land flowing with milk and honey Land flowing with milk and honey 
Giant people in the land Giant walls in the land 

10 unbelieving spies; 2 believing spies 2 believing spies 
DID NOT TAKE THE LAND TOOK THE LAND 

Attacked when God told them not to Attacked when and how God told them to 
 

§ Joshua learned from the mistakes of the past 
§ AA definition of insanity:  “Doing things the way you’ve always done 

them expecting to get different results.” 
§ Application #2 – What mistakes of the past do I need to learn from and not 

repeat?  Am I currently repeating mistakes of the past? _______________ 
___________________________________________________________ 

3) Why did the spies go to a _______________ house? (Joshua 2:1b) 
§ I don’t know!!!! (some sources say “innkeeper”) 
§ Best answer = the spies were following God’s leading 
§ Application #3 – Will I go wherever God leads me to go and do whatever 

God leads me to do even if it appears questionable to others? __________ 
 

4) Is it ever OK to ___________? (Joshua 2:4-6) 
§ The Bible does not comment on the rightness or wrongness of her methods 
§ However, the Bible clearly commends her overall faith 
§ Possible parallel example:  Midwives during time period of Moses’ birth 

(Exodus 1:15-21).  They did not necessarily lie, but Rahab definitely lied. 
§ Is it ever OK to lie?  I don’t think so (Exodus 20:16; Psalm 58:3; Proverbs 

6:16-19; 14:5; 21:6; 29:12; 30:8; Ezekiel 13:8; Ephesians 4:25) 
§ Colossians 3:9-10 - Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old 

self with its practices and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in 
knowledge in the image of its Creator. 

§ Is it ever OK to lie?  I don’t think so, but Jesus did tell His followers… 
§ Matthew 10:16 – “I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore be 

as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves.” 
§ Corrie ten Boom and her sister Bessie’s argument over this issue in The 

Hiding Place (movie/book) 
§ Application #4 – Am I truthful person?  Is God saying anything to me in 

point #4? __________________________________________________ 
 

5) How did Rahab become a _________ in Yahweh? (Joshua 2:8-13) 
§ By hearing of His fame and __________________ from afar (rumors) and 

believing in Him.  She was calling Him by name (LORD = “Yahweh”) 
§ John 20:29 - Then Jesus told him, "Because you have seen Me, you have 

believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed."  
§ Application #5a – How much do I need to hear and see before I believe?  

___________________________________________________________ 
§ Jim’s Prayer:  “Oh that the unbelieving world would believe in Jesus 

Christ as they hear about what He is doing at Grace Fellowship, in West 
Houston-Katy, and among the Banjar* people of Indonesia!” 

§ Isaiah 26:8 - Yes, LORD, walking in the way of Your laws, we wait for You; Your 
name and renown are the desire of our hearts. 

§ Application #5b – What are we trusting God for in our lives and church 
that only God can do?  What are we trusting God for such that, if He 
answered, the unbelieving world would sit up and take notice and 
prostitutes like Rahab would hear and become believers? ___________ 
__________________________________________________________ 

 

6) Why a ________________ cord? (Joshua 2:17-21) 
§ I believe God was supplying people with a picture (a type) so they could 

understand and believe in Jesus Christ who shed His scarlet Blood to save 
us (Romans 3:25; 5:9; Eph. 1:7; Col. 1:20; 1 Peter 1:19; Rev. 1:5; 5:9) 

§ Jesus Christ is the _____________________________ that we tie in the 
window of our lives and thus are saved from eternal death 



§ John 3:16 - For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

§ Application #6 – Have you tied the scarlet cord in the window of your life? 
___________________________________________________________ 

 

7) Why did God have Joshua _________________ all the people 
of Jericho? (Joshua 6:15-25; esp. 6:21) 
§ I don’t fully know. 
§ I believe it has to do with the absolute __________________ of God and 

His insistence on holiness for His people (1 Peter 1:14-16). 
§ Some of the possible explanations for God’s command to destroy all the 

people of Jericho include… 
1. God’s punishment of the sin of these people (Genesis 15:13-16; Leviticus 

18:24-28) 
2. To prevent syncretism – a mixing of worship of God with the pagan 

practices of the local people (Genesis 15:16; Deut. 20:16-18; Judges 
10:6; 1 Kings 11:5-7; 14:24; 2 Kings 16:3; 21:11; 23:13; 2 Chron 36:14; 
Ezra 9:1,11) 

3. To purge evil from among God’s people (Deut. 12:29-31; 18:9-13; 
19:19; 21:21; 22:22,24; 24:7; 1 Corinthians 5:13) 

4. Survival of Israel – If Israel had not destroyed all the people of Canaan, 
then they would have destroyed her.  This was the “rule” of the day.  Her 
neighbors would not have quit until they destroyed her (Joshua 10). 

5. God is the Potter, and we are the clay (Romans 9:20-24).  We must trust 
His ways.  He is God (Isaiah 55:8-9). 

6. I firmly believe that this is an Old Testament only issue.  Nowhere in the 
new covenant (New Testament) does God call Christians to kill others – 
to purge evil by killing all the ungodly people.  But He does call us to 
purge evil from our lives (1 Peter 1:14-16) and the church (1 Cor. 5:13). 

§ Deuteronomy 18:9-13 - When you enter the land the LORD your God is giving 
you, do not learn to imitate the detestable ways of the nations there. 10 Let no one 
be found among you who sacrifices his son or daughter in the fire, who practices 
divination or sorcery, interprets omens, engages in witchcraft, 11 or casts spells, 
or who is a medium or spiritist or who consults the dead. 12 Anyone who does 
these things is detestable to the LORD, and because of these detestable practices 
the LORD your God will drive out those nations before you. 13 You must be 
blameless before the LORD your God.  

§ Deuteronomy 20:16-18 - However, in the cities of the nations the LORD your 
God is giving you as an inheritance, do not leave alive anything that breathes. 17 
Completely destroy them — the Hittites, Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites 
and Jebusites — as the LORD your God has commanded you. 18 Otherwise, they 
will teach you to follow all the detestable things they do in worshiping their gods, 
and you will sin against the LORD your God. 

§ Haman, in the Book of Esther (chapters 3-7), is an example of the 
consequence of not obeying God to destroy an entire ungodly nation.  Haman the 
Agagite (descendent of Agag, king of Amalek) should not have been alive or in 
power.  God had commanded His people to totally wipe out the Amalekites (Deut. 
25:17-19).  And yet, God’s people had not fully obeyed this command (example = 
Saul not killing King Agag in 1 Samuel 15:9). 

§ The events of the Book of Joshua are historically true but they are also a 
picture for us of what God wants to do in our lives:  God wants to move through  

every region of our lives ridding it of ungodliness, idolatrous practices, and 
paganism.  God is radically insistent on this! 

§ 1 Peter 1:14-16 - As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you 
had when you lived in ignorance. 15 But just as He who called you is holy, so be 
holy in all you do; 16 for it is written: "Be holy, because I am holy." 

§ Application #7 – What evil do I need to purge from my life? _________ 
__________________________________________________________ 

 

8)   What ever happened to _______________?  
§ She became the great, great, great, great, great, great, great, great, great, great, 

great, great, great, great, great, great, great, great, great, great, great, great, great, 
great, great, great, great, great, great, great grandmother of Jesus Christ (Matt 1:5) 

§ If God can use a prostitute from Jericho to achieve His awesome purposes, 
then He can use you and me!!!!!! 

§ Application #8 – Am I available for God to use me however He desires? 
__________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 

A Rahab Prayer 
 

Lord, I am no better than Rahab.  I have sinned in shameful ways.  But, I 
receive Your forgiveness and cleansing through Jesus Christ for all my 
sins and mistakes.  Thank You, Lord!  And, now, I make myself available 
to You as Rahab made herself available to You.  Use me however You 
desire.  I pray Isaiah 26:8 and say, “Yes, Lord.  I will walk in the way of 
Your truth.  I will wait for You.  Because Your name and Your renown are 
the desire of my heart.”  Have Your way in my life.  Fill me.  Use me.  For 
Your glory.  For Your renown! 
 

 
Sermon Series Application – When you life is over, what do you 
want your faith epitaph to be?  (work on this through out this sermon series) 
 

 

My “By Faith” Epitaph 
 

     By faith… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Discussion Questions with Family, Friends, and Small Group 
1. Of all the faith heroes of Hebrews 11, who is your favorite so far?  Why? 
2. Read Hebrews 11:30-31 and Joshua 2.  Discuss using these notes – especially 

the applications. 


