
I’d Join The Church All Over Again 
“What is a Church Member?” – March 19, 2006 

 

Overview of Our Study 
 

I’d Join the Church All Over Again 
A FOUR WEEK SERIES ON RENEWING OUR VOWS TO GOD AND HIS CHURCH 

Date  Message Title Topics 
March 19 “What is a Church Member?” Why membership; salvation; discipleship 
March 26 “What Do You Believe?” Doctrine/beliefs/convictions/persuasion 
April 2 “The Grace Fellowship Story”: GF history; mission/vision/values; ch govt 
April 9 “The Absolute Importance of Community” Small groups and service 
 

A Chance to Q&A – On Sunday, April 2, at 12:30 p.m., we want to provide an open 
forum for asking questions.  Jim Leggett and Mitch Peairson will lead a Q&A time in the 
lobby (bring a brown bag lunch if you desire).  Bring any of your questions about Grace 
Fellowship, beliefs, doctrines, church government, Methodism, mission, vision, values, 
service, finances, small groups, etc.  The first 20 minutes of this gathering will be devoted to 
giving an update on building Phase III, and then we can discuss any subject you would like. 
 

A Chance to Join or Renew – On Sunday, April 9, during both services we want 
to ask all our current members to renew their membership vows by bringing a membership 
renewal covenant to the altar.  If you have never joined Grace Fellowship and would like to, 
you may bring a membership covenant to the altar that same morning and that will be the act 
of joining.  You should receive these documents in the mail the week of April 3. 
 

Six Types of People Who Come to Grace Fellowship and Who 
Are ALWAYS Welcome Here (which one are you): 
 

1. __________________ – A person who is investigating God and the Bible.  A person 
who wants a safe atmosphere where they can investigate Jesus Christ without being 
pressured to join the church or take Communion or give money or do anything strange. 

2. _________________ – A person (whether a believer or seeker) who is attending 
Grace Fellowship for the first few times.  A person who wants a safe and friendly 
atmosphere where they can investigate Jesus Christ and one of His churches called 
Grace Fellowship. 

3. ___________________________ – A person (whether a believer or seeker) who has 
attended Grace Fellowship 4 times or more.  This person would probably consider 
Grace Fellowship their “home.” 

4. __________________ Regular Attender – A regular attender who is actually living 
out the commitments of church membership but who for some reason has not signed the 
membership covenant.  Reasons might include:  (a) hasn’t made it to the 101 class yet;  
(b) doesn’t believe in the concept of church membership;  (c) uncomfortable “yoking” 
with a Methodist church;  (d) uncomfortable with one or two points of church doctrine 
and, thus, uncomfortable officially “yoking”; (e)  attended 101 but just has never gotten 
around to signing and turning in the membership covenant; (f) other 

5. ___________________ – A believer who has attended the Exploring Grace 101 class 
and has signed and is living the Grace Fellowship UMC membership covenant (to the 
best of his/her ability with God’s empowerment). 

6. ___________________ – A Grace Fellowship member who is serving as a small 
group leader or an administrative leader and who is living 1 Timothy 3 (to the best of 
his/her ability with God’s empowerment). 

 

What Does It Mean To Be A Member of Grace Fellowship? 
 

1. A Grace Fellowship member is, first and foremost (the following are all 
synonyms for the same thing)… 

a. A ______________________ in Jesus Christ (Acts 16:1,15; 1 Corinth 
7:12,13; 2 Corinth 6:15; 1 Timothy 5:16) 
§ John 20:31 - But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is 

the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in His 
name.  

§ Acts 16:30-31 – The jailer then brought them out and asked, "Sirs, 
what must I do to be saved?" They replied, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, 
and you will be saved." 

b. A person who has begun a personal relationship with God through 
Christ by receiving Christ into his/her life (John 17:3) 
§ John 1:12 - Yet to all who received Him, to those who believed in His 

name, He gave the right to become children of God. 
§ John 14:6 - Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. 

No one comes to the Father except through Me.” 
c. A person who is a member in ____________________ – whose name 

is written in the Lamb’s Book of Life.  A person who is a member of 
the church universal. 
§ Philippians 3:20 – Our citizenship is in heaven. 
§ Revelation 21:27 – Nothing impure will ever enter (heaven) but only 

those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life. 
 

Important Note – Regardless of whether you ever become or want to become 
a member of the local church called Grace Fellowship, receiving Jesus Christ 
into your life is the most important decision you can ever make.  Have you 
done this?  Have you received Jesus Christ into your life? _______________ 
 

How To Receive Jesus Christ Into Your Life – We receive Christ through 
faith (belief, trust).  Romans 10:9 says, “If you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus 
is Lord,’ and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will 
be saved.” One tangible way to express this faith in Christ is to say a prayer 
inviting Him into your life.  Here is one such prayer: 

 

Lord Jesus, I want to know You personally.  Thank You for dying on the cross 
for my sins.  I open the door of my life and receive You as my Savior and Lord.  
Thank You for forgiving me of my sins and giving me eternal life.  Take con-
trol of the throne of my life.  Make me the kind of person You want me to be. 

 

2. A Grace Fellowship member is a believer who yokes himself/herself with 
the mission, vision, values, and people of this local body of Christ through 
commitments of… 

a. MY ______________________ – praying regularly for its leadership, 
its ministries, and my involvement 
§ Colossians 4:2-4 - Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and 

thankful. And pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our 
message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am 
in chains. Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should.  

§ Isaiah 56:7 - My house will be called a house of prayer for all nations. 



b. MY _____________________ – seeking to regularly attend worship 
and a small group 
§ Hebrews 10:25 - Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in 

the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another - and all the more as 
you see the Day approaching.  

§ Acts 2:42-47 
c. MY ________________ – giving financially to further its ministries 

§ 2 Corinthians 9:7 - Each man should give what he has decided in his 
heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a 
cheerful giver. 

§ Proverbs 3:9 - Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the firstfruits of 
all your crops. 

d. MY ____________________ – ministering to others through my 
God-given abilities 
§ 1 Peter 4:10 - Each one should use whatever gift he has received to 

serve others, faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms. 
 

Is Local Church Membership Biblical? 
1. The concept of church ______________________ implies church membership 

– that some people are “inside” the local church and that some are “outside” 
(Matthew 18:15-17; 1 Corinthians 5, esp.2,12-13). 

2. The widows’ list of 1 Timothy 5:9 seems to imply a larger membership list. 
3. The use of “_____________” in Acts 5:13 implies church membership. 

§ kollao = to join firmly; to glue or cement together; to unite; used of joining 
sexually in 1 Corinth 6:16, joining to the Lord in 1 Corinth 6:17, and not 
joining (expelling from the church) the immoral brother in 1 Corinth 5:11 

4. The term “whole church” in 1 Corinthians 14:23 implies church membership. 
5. The Bible’s instructions for pastoral ______________________ and spiritual 

leadership can best be obeyed when there is a well-defined church membership. 
§ 1 Timothy 3:1 – Overseer of whom?  How do define whom you give oversight to? 
§ Acts 20:28 – Shepherds of what flock?  Which sheep in are which flock? 
§ 1 Timothy 3:5 – Compared to giving leadership to a family where it is very clear 

which family member belongs to which family unit.  Recorded at birth. 
§ Hebrews 13:17 – Leaders must give an account for those they watch over.  This is 

very defined. 
 

Five Benefits of Being an Official Member of a Local Church 
1. Along with baptism, this is a tangible way of _____________________ with 

Jesus Christ and His people – a tangible way of declaring to the whole world, 
“I belong to the body of Christ” (Mark 8:38; Romans 12:5; 1 Corinth 12:12-
15,27; 5:12-13). 

2. Church membership provides accountability for holiness and for 
________________________ (Matthew 18:15-17; 1 Corinthians 5; Hebrews 
13:17).  The commitments of membership are the most tangible aspects of 
discipleship: prayer, Word, fellowship, giving, serving/ministering. 

3. Church membership provides you with a “___________________” – spiritual 
authority that provides spiritual protection and leadership for spiritual growth 
§ Hebrews 13:17 - Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They keep 

watch over you as men who must give an account. Obey them so that their work 
will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no advantage to you.  

§ Acts 20:28 - Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit 
has made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which He bought with 
His own blood. 

4. Church membership provides a context for you to use your spiritual gift to 
__________________ others and a context for you to benefit from the spiritual 
gifts of others 
§ Ephesians 4:16 - From Him the whole body, joined and held together by every 

supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work. 
5. Church membership provides the benefits of “_____________________” over 

just “living together.” 
 

The Grace Fellowship UMC Membership Covenant 
 
 

Having repented of my sin and placing my whole trust in God’s grace through His Son, 
I confess Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord of my life.   

In an attempt to grow in my personal relationship with Jesus Christ and others 
and to help fulfill the vision of Isaiah 56:7 and the mission of Mark 12:30-31,  

I commit to membership at Grace Fellowship United Methodist Church 
agreeing, with God’s help, to uphold this church by… 

My Prayers – praying regularly for its leadership, its ministries, and my involvement 
My Presence – seeking to regularly attend worship and a small group, 

My Gifts – giving financially to further its ministries 
My Service – ministering to others through my God-given abilities. 

 

 

Today’s Application:  What is the Next Step for Me? 
q Invite Jesus Christ into my life (and tell someone I have done this) 
q Get baptized – next immersion baptism is Sunday, April 30, 4pm.  Contact Joe 

Peeler at 281-646-1903 x.117 to get scheduled for this baptism. 
q Join Grace Fellowship by signing the membership covenant and turning in on 

Sunday, April 9, during either service. 
q Renew my membership by turning in membership renewal covenant on 

Sunday, April 9, during either service. 
q With God’s empowerment, focus on growing in one of the areas of 

discipleship and membership commitment: 
o MY PRAYERS – growing in a lifestyle of prayer 
o MY PRESENCE – growing in a lifestyle of worship 
o MY PRESENCE – joining a small group in order to grow spiritually 
o MY GIFTS – giving financially as an expression of God’s Lordship 

over my finances and life 
o MY SERVICE – signing up to serve on the Living Stones card and 

turning in on Sunday, April 9, during either service 
 

Discussion Questions with Family, Friends, and Small Group 
1. Share your spiritual story with each other:  When did you invite Christ into your life (or 

are you still investigating)?  What have been the times of your greatest spiritual growth?  
What are some of your church memories?  (If there are more than 6 people in your 
group, you will need to break into 3-somes.) 

2. What are the advantages of church membership?  How does it help you in the 
discipleship process?  (Share Scriptures with your answers.) 

3. What is the “next step” for you? 


