
I’d Join The Church All Over Again 
“What Do You Believe?” – March 26, 2006 

 

Overview of Our Study 
 

I’d Join the Church All Over Again 
A FOUR WEEK SERIES ON RENEWING OUR VOWS TO GOD AND HIS CHURCH 

Date  Message Title Topics 
March 19 “What is a Church Member?” Why membership; salvation; discipleship 
March 26 “What Do You Believe?” Doctrine/beliefs/convictions/persuasion 
April 2 “The Grace Fellowship Story”: GF history; mission/vision/values; ch govt 
April 9 “The Absolute Importance of Community” Small groups and service 
 

A Chance to Q&A – On Sunday, April 2, at 12:30 p.m., we want to provide an open 
forum for asking questions.  Jim Leggett and Mitch Peairson will lead a Q&A time in the 
lobby (bring a brown bag lunch if you desire).  Bring any of your questions about Grace 
Fellowship, beliefs, doctrines, church government, Methodism, mission, vision, values, 
service, finances, small groups, etc.  The first 20 minutes of this gathering will be devoted to 
giving an update on building Phase III, and then we can discuss any subject you would like. 
 

A Chance to Join or Renew – On Sunday, April 9, during both services we want 
to ask all our current members to renew their membership vows by bringing a membership 
renewal covenant to the altar.  If you have never joined Grace Fellowship and would like to, 
you may bring a membership covenant to the altar that same morning and that will be the act 
of joining.  You should receive these documents in the mail the week of April 3. 
 

So What?  What Difference Do Beliefs Make? 
§ Belief determines _____________:  What you believe determines how you act. 
§ Proverbs 23:7 – As a man thinks in his heart, so is he. (NKJV) (see also James 1:25) 
§ John 8:32 - Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free. 
 

Distinguishing Between Three Levels of Belief  
 

1. _____________________:  Core beliefs of the Christian faith that I would 
die for and break fellowship over 
§ Example:  Deity of Christ – Belief that Jesus Christ is 100% God and yet 100% 

Man, born of a virgin birth. 
2. _____________________:  Beliefs that I am persuaded about and would 

argue for; however, I would not die for these issues or break fellowship 
over them 
§ Example:  Different end times views.  If we are in agreement that Jesus Christ is 

coming back, it is OK for us to disagree on the exact details of the end times 
scenario:  pre-tribulation rapture, mid-tribulation rapture, post-tribulation rapture, 
post toasties, etc.  I will make a strong case (“argue”) for my view, but I will not 
die for my view or break fellowship over it. 

3. _____________________:  Issues that I have an opinion on but would not 
even argue for  (Example:  Joseph died when Jesus was a teenager.)  

 

Biblical Examples of This Distinction in Beliefs 
1. _____________________ 

§ A group of Christians were trying to make circumcision a conviction level issue 
and the Jerusalem Council clearly ruled in Acts 15 that circumcision is a 
persuasion level issue. 

§ Paul argues adamantly against circumcision throughout his letter to the Galatians 
and yet he has Timothy circumcised in Acts 16:3.  Thus, circumcision was clearly 
not a conviction level issue for Paul. 

2. The Jerusalem Council’s list in Acts 15 
§ Although the Jerusalem Council clearly defines circumcision as a persuasion level 

issue, they do issue a list of conviction level “must do” or “must do not” in Acts 
15:28-29 

3. _______________ sacrificed to idols 
§ Romans 14 says that it is OK for some Christians to eat meat while it is a sin for 

others (based on that person’s belief about this issue).  Same with observing special 
days of the week. 

§ Same thoughts in 1 Corinthians 8:1-13 and 10:14-11:1 
4. Some of Paul’s exhortations 

§ Paul distinguishes between his persuasions on issues of whether to marry and the 
Lord’s clear commands on these issues in 1 Corinthians 7 (see especially vv. 
8,10,12,25,40). 

 

Some Other Thoughts and Scriptures on This 
1. We are told not to quarrel about _________________. 

§ 2 Timothy 2:14-16 
2. We are told to be like the Bereans and test everything against ___________________. 

§ Acts 17:11 - Now the Bereans were of more noble character than the 
Thessalonians, for they received the message with great eagerness and examined 
the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true. 

3. We do not have perfect _______________________ right now (which is why there are 
some matters we should not be so definitive about).  We do not have perfect knowledge 
right now, but one day we will.  There is an absolute truth on these issues (but because 
of the difficulty of understanding some sets of Scriptures, it is presumptive to claim our 
position is 100% correct on some of these issues). 
§ 1 Corinthians 13:12 - Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we 

shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am 
fully known.  

4. We can ___________________ from people who have different persuasions from us 
(even if some of those people count some of these issues as convictions).  Examples for 
Jim include learning from… 
§ R.C. Sproul and John Piper even though I disagree with them on predestination. 
§ Mike Bickle even though I disagree with him on apostasy and post-tribulation. 
§ Charles Ryrie, Chuck Swindoll, and Tommy Nelson even though I disagree with 

them on cessationism. 
§ My Church of Christ friends even though I disagree with them on instruments in 

worship and necessity of baptism for salvation. 
§ My Assembly of God friends even though I disagree with them on the necessity of 

tongues for Spirit-filling. 
 

What Does Grace Fellowship UMC Believe? 
1) CONVICTIONS – Core beliefs of the Christian faith that I would die for 

and break fellowship over 
q Authority of Scripture – The Bible is the Word of God, ____________________, 

and is our authority for all that we believe and do (2 Timothy 3:16-17; 2 Peter 
1:20-21; Matthew 5:18). 

q God – There is __________ true God who exists eternally in _____ Persons:  God 
the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit (Genesis 1:26; Matthew 28:19; 
John 14:9; Acts 5:4,9; 2 Corinthians 13:14). 



q Deity of Christ – Jesus Christ is 100% ___________ and yet 100% ___________, 
born of a virgin birth (John 1:1,14; Matthew 1:18-23; Luke 1:26-38). 

q Substitutionary Atonement – Jesus Christ died on the cross as our _____________ 
– taking upon Himself the penalty for our sins (Romans 5:8; 1 Peter 3:18; Galatians 
3:13; 2 Corinthians 5:21). 

q Resurrection of Christ – Jesus rose from the dead in a _____________________ 
resurrection defeating sin and death (1 Corinthians 15:3-6; Romans 6:4-9). 

q Second Coming – Jesus Christ will ________________ to judge the living and the 
dead (Matthew 24-25; Acts 1:9-11; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Revelation 19-21). 

q Salvation by Grace through Faith – A person is saved from eternal separation 
from God as a _____________________ when that person places their faith in 
Jesus Christ (Ephesians 2:8-9; John 1:12; 3:16; 5:24; Revelation 21:27). 

2) PERSUASIONS – Beliefs that I am persuaded about and would argue for; 
however, I would not die for these issues or break fellowship over them 
q End Times View – Jesus will rapture His church (believers) before the tribulation 

period described in Revelation 4-19.  Jesus will return in a glorious appearing to set 
up a 1000-year Kingdom before throwing satan into the lake of fire and ushering in 
a new heaven and a new earth.  (See messages 11-21-99; 12-05-99; 12-12-99; 12-
19-99; 12-26-99). 

q Predestination – All have sinned and cannot save themselves.  Jesus died for all.  
God is wooing all people to Himself.  Before the foundation of the world, God 
knew ahead of time who would place their faith in His Son Jesus Christ.  God has 
predetermined that the Church will be saved (corporate election).  One becomes a 
part of the Church by placing their faith in Jesus Christ.  (See message 10-22-00). 

q Eternal Security – God empowers a believer to believe to the end of their life 
because “He who began a good work in you will be faithful to complete it until the 
Day of Christ Jesus.” (See message 9-04-2005). 

q Tongues – The supernatural spiritual gifts still exist today.  Speaking in tongues is 
a valid gift for the church today and should operate under the boundaries of 1 
Corinthians 14.  One such boundary:  Tongues confuses unbelievers (Sunday 
morning) and therefore should be expressed in believers’ settings such as prayer 
groups and personal prayer.  Tongues may accompany being filled with the Holy 
Spirit but are not THE sign that a person has been filled with the Holy Spirit.  (See 
message 3-12-2000). 

q Baptism – Grace Fellowship UMC offers to those who have placed their faith in 
Christ any of the 3 modes of water baptism that have been practiced in church 
history:  immersion (Romans 6:3-4), pouring (Acts 2:17-18), and sprinkling 
(Ezekiel 36:25-27).  Grace Fellowship offers either infant dedication (1 Samuel 
1:24-28) or infant baptism (Acts 16:15,33; 1 Corinth 1:16; Luke 18:15-17) to 
parents. We believe that water baptism does not save anyone but rather is an act of 
obedience (Luke 3:13-17; Acts 2:38-39; Luke 23:39-43).  Faith in Jesus Christ is 
what saves a person (Ephesians 2:8-9).  (See message 4-2-2000). 

q Communion – We believe that Communion is an outward sign or symbol of the 
broken body and shed blood of Jesus Christ (1 Corinth 11:23-26).  We believe that 
God is active in the Communion ritual imparting His grace to us.  To participate in 
Communion is more than just a picture – it is to actually participate (commune) 
with Christ (1 Corinth 10:14-22).  We do not believe that the bread and juice turn 
literally into the actual flesh and blood of Christ. (See message 5-25-2003) 

q Spiritual Warfare – Satan and demons exist.  They were defeated through the cross 
but will not be thrown into the lake of fire until the Second Coming.  Believers 
have authority in Jesus’ name over demonic powers.  Believers may be oppressed 
by demons but not possessed.  Prayer is essential for the church. (See messages 1-
14-2001; 1-21-2001; 1-28-2001; 11-8-1998; 11-15-1998) 

q Women in Ministry –God has established authority in the home based on gender 
but has established authority in the church based on office. God does call and equip 
women for pastoral ministry offices.  (See message 11-14-1999).   

q Church Government – Several different church government configurations can 
fulfill the Bible’s description of church government.  Grace Fellowship has chosen 
to adopt the Methodist configuration involving the Senior Pastor as presiding elder 
and a bishop as the overseer of that elder.  The Leadership Team consisting of all 
the small group leaders is the governing body of the church. (See message 4-02-
2006). 

3) OPINIONS – Issues I have an opinion on but would not even argue for 
q Joseph died when Jesus was a teenager 
q The NIV translation is best for preaching 

 

Where Grace Fellowship Stands on Some Controversial Issues 
1. Homosexuality – God loves homosexuals (John 3:16) and we welcome and want 

homosexuals to attend Grace Fellowship (Mark 2:17).  At the same time, we believe the 
practice of homosexuality is a sin (Leviticus 18:22; 20:13; Genesis 19; Jude 7; Romans 
1:26-32; 1 Timothy 1:9-11; 1 Corinthians 6:9-11).    After _______________________ 
of sin and turning to Christ, any person (including a homosexual) is encouraged to join 
Grace Fellowship and become a member.  Any former homosexual considering 
leadership at Grace Fellowship UMC is welcomed and encouraged to do so.  In keeping 
with 1 Timothy 3, we would ask such a person to wait for a period of time in order to 
demonstrate a track record of freedom over their former life of sin.  We would ask this 
of any new believer.  We do not believe in the ordaining of self-avowed, practicing 
homosexuals.  We do not believe in ceremonies that celebrate same-sex unions.  (See 
messages 6-6-99; 10-19-2003) 

2. Abortion – We believe that the life inside a mother’s womb is a ___________________ 
(Psalm 139:13-16; Jeremiah 1:4-5) and, therefore, that abortion is murder and is 
wrong/sin (Exodus 20:13).  We believe that God offers full forgiveness to an abortive 
mother/father who have turned to Jesus Christ (Col 2:13-15; Eph. 1:7). (See 5-23-99) 

 

Today’s Application:  What is the Next Step for Me? 
q Invite Jesus Christ into my life (and tell someone I have done this) 
q Get baptized – next immersion baptism is Sunday, April 30, 4pm.  Contact Joe Peeler at 

281-646-1903 x.117 to get scheduled for this baptism. 
q Join Grace Fellowship by signing the membership covenant and turning in on Sunday, 

April 9, during either service. 
q Renew my membership by turning in membership renewal covenant on Sunday, April 

9, during either service. 
q Begin studying my Bible by developing a daily reading plan and by joining a small 

group that is studying God’s Word. 
q Be a doer of the Word by signing up to serve on the Living Stones card and turning in 

on Sunday, April 9, during either service. 
q Reach out to someone who is hurting – possibly to someone struggling with 

homosexuality or abortion.  Show Christ’s love in tangible ways. 
q Other: ____________________________________________________ 
 

Discussion Questions with Family, Friends, and Small Group 
1. What has been your journey relating to Christian doctrine/beliefs?  Have you tended to 

make everything a conviction? Or have you tended to have no convictions at all?  What 
beliefs would you die for/break fellowship over? 

2. Pick a few of the beliefs to discuss.  Use lots of Scripture in your discussion.  Would 
you consider this belief a conviction, persuasion, or opinion? 


