
The DaVinci Code: Faith, Fact, or Fiction? 
“Did Jesus and Mary Magdalene Marry and Have Children?” 

 1 Corinthians 9:3-6 – April 30, 2006 
 

Overview of Our Study 
 

Date  Message Title 
April 16 Did a Council Vote on Which Books to Include in the Bible?  
April 23 Was the Bible Edited to Make Jesus Appear Divine? 
April 30 Did Jesus and Mary Magdalene Marry and Have Children? 
May 7 Is The Church in a Conspiracy to Hide the Sacred Feminine? 

Q&A on DaVinci Code:  Sunday, May 28, 12:30 in Worship Center Lobby 
 

Why We Are Doing This Study (1 Peter 3:15) 
 

Some of the Claims of Dan Brown’s The DaVinci Code 
§ “Fact:  All descriptions of artwork, architecture, documents, and secret rituals in this 

novel are accurate.” (p.1) 
§ “Magdalene was (not a prostitute).  That unfortunate misconception is the legacy of 

smear campaign launched by the early Church.” (p.244) 
§ “(Mary Magdalene’s marriage to Jesus Christ) is a matter of historical record… and 

DaVinci was certainly aware of that fact.  The Last Supper practically shouts at the 
viewer that Jesus and Magdalene were a pair.” (p.244) 

§ “Sophie read the passage (from the Gospel of Philip): ‘And the companion of the 
Saviour is Mary Magdalene.  Christ loved her more than all the disciples and used to 
kiss her often on her mouth.  The rest of the disciples were offended by it and 
expressed disapproval.  They said to him, “Why do you love her more than all of 
us?”’” (p.246) 

§ “As any Aramaic scholar will tell you, the word companion, in those days, literally 
meant spouse.” (p.246) 

§ “Jesus as a married man makes infinitely more sense than our standard biblical view 
of Jesus as a bachelor.  Why?  Because Jesus was a Jew, and the social decorum 
during that time virtually forbid a Jewish man to be unmarried.  According to Jewish 
custom, celibacy was condemned….” (p.245) 

§ “Behold, the greatest cover-up in human history.  Not only was Jesus Christ married, 
but He was a father….  Mary Magdalene was the Holy Vessel. She was the chalice 
that bore the royal bloodline of Jesus Christ.  She was the womb that bore the lineage, 
and the vine from which the sacred fruit sprang forth!” (p.249) 

§ “A child of Jesus would undermine the critical notion of Christ’s divinity and 
therefore the Christian Church, which declared itself the sole vessel through which 
humanity could access the divine and gain entrance to the kingdom of heaven.” 
(p.254) 

 

Issue #1:  Who Was Mary Magdalene? 
§ Luke 8:1-3 - After this, Jesus traveled about from one town and village to another, 

proclaiming the good news of the kingdom of God. The Twelve were with Him, 2 and 
also some women who had been cured of evil spirits and diseases: Mary (called 
Magdalene) from whom seven demons had come out; 3 Joanna the wife of Cuza, the 
manager of Herod's household; Susanna; and many others. These women were helping 
to support them out of their own means.  

§ Matthew 27:55-56 - Many women were there, watching (Jesus’ crucifixion) from a 
distance. They had followed Jesus from Galilee to care for His needs. 56 Among them 

were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and Joses, and the mother of 
Zebedee's sons.  (see also Mark 15:40-41) 

§ Mark 15:46-47 - So Joseph (of Arimathea) bought some linen cloth, took down the 
body, wrapped it in the linen, and placed it in a tomb cut out of rock. Then he rolled a 
stone against the entrance of the tomb. 47 Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of 
Joses saw where He was laid.  (see also Matthew 27:61) 

§ Mark 16:1 - When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, 
and Salome bought spices so that they might go to anoint Jesus' body. (also John 20) 

§ John 20:10-18  
§ Some responses to Dan Brown’s prostitute comments regarding Mary Magdalene: 

1. I would agree with Dan Brown that Mary Magdalene was not a prostitute. 
2. The ___________________________ never claimed she was a prostitute:  “Most 

historians agree that the reference to Mary Magdalene as a prostitute was started in 
the sixth century by Pope Gregory I.” (Garlow, Cracking the DaVinci Code, p.118; 
Witherington, The Gospel Code, p.71). 

3. The Bible and the early church clearly hold Mary Magdalene in _______________ 
as one of several women who ministered to Jesus and the disciples and as the very 
first person to witness the resurrected Christ and then to go tell the apostles about it 
(see Scriptures above):  “Here we have a very clear endorsement that it is all right 
for women to proclaim the gospel….  It is neither a surprise nor inappropriate that 
the third-century church father Hippolytus called Mary the ‘apostle to the 
apostles.’” (Witherington, p.79)  “She was an apostle, not in the technical sense of 
the Twelve… but in its more common usage as a ‘sent, commissioned 
messenger.’” (Bock, Breaking the DaVinci Code, pp.18-19) 

4. John 20 can hardly be described as a reunion scene between a husband and a wife: 
a. She doesn’t recognize Him (vv.14-15) 
b. She calls Him Rabboni/Teacher (v.16) 
c. Jesus tells her not to hold on to Him (v.17) 

 

Issue #2:  Was Jesus Married to Mary Magdalene? 
§ Resounding answer is __________! 
§ James Garlow, PhD in Historical Theology:  “There is no credible historical record that 

Jesus was married.  None.  We will not even enter the debate as to whether Jesus was 
married or not.  This is simply, from a biblical and historical perspective, a non-issue, 
despite even the patently false supposition that Jews in Jesus’ time were somehow 
forbidden to remain unmarried.” (Garlow, p.117) 

§ Darrell Bock: “One of the few things on which a vast majority of liberal and 
conservative Jesus scholars agree is that Jesus was single….  It is such an unusual 
situation in the study of Jesus for (liberals and conservatives) to agree – when it 
happens, one should note it.  The agreed-upon point is quite likely valid.” (Bock, p.33) 

§ Regarding Dan Brown’s quoting of the Gospel of Philip: 
1. The Gospel of Philip is a Gnostic book written in AD250.  It is not an inspired text.  

It is not Scripture. (Examples of other lines from Gospel of Philip). 
2. The Gospel of Philip was written in __________________ – not Aramaic. (Strobel, 

Exploring the DaVinci Code, p.74) 
3. The Coptic word “companion” means “________________” or “sister” (Lutzer, 

The DaVinci Deception, p.50; Witherington, p.36) 
4. Because of the poor quality of the papyrus on which the Gospel of Philip was 

discovered, the book is missing many sentences and words.  In the particular verse 
that Dan Brown is quoting, it literally reads, “Jesus kissed her often on the…” and 
the next part of the papyrus is damaged.  We don’t know what word went there! 
(directly from Gospel of Philip, also Lutzer, p.49 and Strobel, p.74) 

 



§ Regarding Dan Brown’s assertion that DaVinci painted Mary Magdalene next to Jesus: 
1. Even if that was Leonardo DaVinci’s intent, it would prove nothing.  Leonardo 

DaVinci is not an authoritative source on these matters.  He is not inspired 
Scripture or even a credible authority on matters of Christ.  He painted this 1500 
years after it happened.  He was not there! 

2. According to Renaissance art expert Bard Thompson, the point of Leonardo 
DaVinci’s painting was to show the shock after Jesus’ announcement of His 
betrayal (Lutzer, p.41). 

3. Leonardo DaVinci stated in his own literature that that person was the ________ 
______________ (Strobel, p.64). 

4. In many pieces of art from those days, the apostle John is pictured as very young 
and more feminine looking (Strobel, p.64).  Compare DaVinci’s The Last Supper 
with DaVinci’s St. John the Baptist where John the Baptist looks feminine. 

5. The apostle John is nowhere else in the picture!  It must be him! 
§ In none of the Bible passages where Mary Magdalene is introduced is she tied to Jesus 

or any man.  All other women (if married) were linked to a man – whether husband or 
son (Luke 8:1-3; Matthew 27:55-56; Mark 15:40-41). 

§ Jesus showed no special concern for Mary Magdalene on the cross while He did show 
special concern that _________________________ would be cared for after His death 
(John 19:26-27). 

§ In arguing for his right and any minister’s right to be married, Paul appeals to Peter’s 
marriage and others’ marriages (1 Corinthians 9:3-6).  This would have been a very 
obvious and argument-clinching place to appeal to Jesus’ marriage if Jesus had been 
married. 

 

But… Jesus Will Be Married One Day!!!! 
§ The Bible is very clear that all the believers of Christ together (as the Church) 

are the _____________ of Jesus Christ and that He is returning for us: 
q 1 Thessalonians 4:14-18 - We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we 

believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in Him. 15 
According to the Lord's own word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are 
left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen 
asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will come down from heaven, with a loud 
command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and 
the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 After that, we who are still alive and are left 
will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And 
so we will be with the Lord forever. 18 Therefore encourage each other with these 
words. 

q Matthew 24:30-31 - At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, 
and all the nations of the earth will mourn. They will see the Son of Man coming on 
the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory. 31 And He will send His angels 
with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather His elect from the four winds, from 
one end of the heavens to the other.  

q Matthew 25:1-13 – Jesus’ return is compared to a Bridegroom returning for His 
bride and her wedding party 

q Matthew 25:13 - Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the 
hour. 

q Ephesians 5:25-32 - Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church 
and gave Himself up for her 26 to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing 
with water through the word, 27 and to present her to Himself as a radiant church, 
without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. 28 In this 
same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves 
his wife loves himself. 29 After all, no one ever hated his own body, but he feeds 

and cares for it, just as Christ does the church - 30 for we are members of His 
body. 31 "For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to 
his wife, and the two will become one flesh."  32  This is a profound mystery - but I 
am talking about Christ and the church. 

q Revelation 19:7-8 – Let us rejoice and be glad and give Him glory!  For the 
wedding of the Lamb has come, and His bride has made herself ready.  Fine linen, 
bright and clean, was given her to wear.  (Fine linen stands for the righteous acts 
of the saints.) 

q Revelation 21:2 – I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of 
heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 

q Revelation 21:9 – Come, I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb. 
 

§ Applications:  What are the implications of this truth for our lives now? 
1. Make sure you are part of the__________!  (Romans 10:9)  Invite Christ into your 

life!  And if you have not done so, get water baptized:  next immersion baptism is 
today, April 30, 4pm.  Just show up!  Maps on name tag tables in the lobby. 

2. Prepare yourself as a ______________ Bride for Him (Eph. 5:27; Rev. 19:7-8). 
Are there any stains on your wedding clothes?  Confession is chlorine bleach (1 
John 1:9).  Confess any unconfessed sin to Him.  Ask Him to sit on the throne of 
your life (Eph. 5:18; 1 Peter 3:15) and to give you the power to overcome any sin 
habits in your life.  The stains in my wedding clothes that I want to deal with are 
__________________________________________________________________ 

3. Help as many other people as possible become part of His Bride!!!!  Share my 
faith.  Use this season of the DaVinci Code as an opportunity to dialogue with my 
unchurched friends/neighbors/relatives about God, Jesus Christ, Bible.  People I’m 
praying for to come to Christ are ________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 

4. “___________________” (Matt 25:13) – Be like a…. 
5. 2 Peter 3:9-15 - The Lord is not slow in keeping His promise, as some understand 

slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to 
come to repentance.  10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens 
will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth 
and everything in it will be laid bare. 11 Since everything will be destroyed in this 
way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives 12 
as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That day will bring 
about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. 
13 But in keeping with His promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a 
new earth, the home of righteousness.  14 So then, dear friends, since you are 
looking forward to this, make every effort to be found spotless, blameless and at 
peace with Him. 15 Bear in mind that our Lord's patience means salvation…. 

 

Discussion Questions with Family, Friends, and Small Group 
1. When you look at Leonardo DaVinci’s The Last Supper, does the person to Jesus’ right (viewer’s 

left) look like a woman to you? 
2. If so, what are the possible explanations of that?  Which explanation seems most credible to you?  

How much should people depend on their looking at Leonardo DaVinci’s picture in order to 
determine the truth about Jesus Christ?  Why? 

3. Read John 20:10-18 aloud.  From this passage, would you say that… the author of John devalued 
Mary Magdalene?  Why or why not?  Would you say that… Jesus and Mary Magdalene were 
husband-wife?  Why or why not? 

4. What is your assessment of Dan Brown’s claim that Jesus and Mary Magdalene were married?  
What evidences convince you of your conclusion?  Look up Scriptures together – especially 1 
Corinthians 9:4-6. 

5. Talk about the church/believers being the Bride of Christ and its implications.  What application 
most strikes you as what you need to do in response to the Bridegroom’s soon return? 


