
The Hodge Podge Series 
“Advice for Life”  -  Matthew 6:33  -  May 21, 2006 

 

Overview of Our Series 
 

THE HODGE PODGE SERMON SERIES 
Date Message Title More Info 
May 14 “Honoring Your Mom” Mother’s Day 
May 21 “Advice for Life” Graduation Sunday 
May 28 “The Blue Booklet” The Second Greatest Thing Anyone Has 

Ever Shared With Me 
May 28 Q&A on DaVinci Code: Sunday, May 28, 12:30 in Worship Lobby 
June  4 “Message from an 18-Year Old” Surprise 
June 11 “Prayer:  Moving from Ritual to 

Relationship” 
Guest Speaker Pastor Suzette Caldwell 
from Windsor Village UMC 

June 11 Afternoon Prayer Conference @ GF with Pastor Caldwell (2:30-5:30) 
June 18 “What’s in a Name?” Father’s Day 
June 25 “A Message on Abortion” A Message on Abortion 
 

The Top Ten Things I Would Share With A Graduating Senior 
(Or With Anybody) Backing Out of the Driveway 
 

1. Seek _____________ First Above All Else 
§ Matthew 6:33 
§ Matthew 22:37-38 
§ Applications: 

1. Develop a Daily Time With God (highly recommend Rick Warren’s Bible 
Study Methods; start with the appendix on how to have a quiet time) 

2. Study and master “The Blue Booklet” from next Sunday’s message 
3. Yoke with others to grow spiritually together (church/Bible study).  Find the 

most alive church in your area.  Commit to it.  Give 10% to it.  Serve in it. 
 

2. Prioritize __________________________ Second Only to God 
§ Matthew 22:39 
§ Applications: 

1. Start this habit now.  Don’t fall into the trap of “When I have accomplished 
such and such, then I will spend time with….” 

2. This requires time management.  Keep a calendar.  Budget your time.  
Calendar chunks of time with significant people in your life and guard those 
times. 

 

3. _________________________ 
§ Proverbs 6:6-11 - Go to the ant, you sluggard; consider its ways and be wise! 7 It 

has no commander, no overseer or ruler, 8 yet it stores its provisions in summer 
and gathers its food at harvest.  9 How long will you lie there, you sluggard?  
When will you get up from your sleep? 10 A little sleep, a little slumber, a little 
folding of the hands to rest —  11 and poverty will come on you like a bandit and 
scarcity like an armed man. 

§ Proverbs 10:4-5 – Sloth makes you poor; diligence brings wealth.  Make hay while 
the sun shines – that’s smart; go fishing during harvest – that’s stupid.  (Message) 

§ Proverbs 11:18 – Bad work gets paid with a bad check; good work gets solid pay. 
(Message) 

§ Proverbs 12:9 – Better to be ordinary and work for a living than act important and 
starve in the process.  (Message) 

§ Proverbs 12:24,27 – The diligent find freedom in their work; the lazy are 
oppressed by work.  A lazy life is an empty life, but “early to rise” gets the job 
done. (Message) 

§ Proverbs 14:23 – Hard work always pays off; mere talk puts no bread on the table.  
(Message) 

§ Proverbs 18:9 – Slack habits and sloppy work are as bad as vandalism. (Message) 
§ Applications: 

1. Note that the goal is not to get rich, but to live a full life that sees God as your 
Boss (Colossians 3:23-24). 

2. Stay away from “friends” who try to entice you into partying and playing all 
the time. 

 

4. Discover Your __________ and ________________ and Follow 
God’s Lead in That 
§ Romans 12:1-2 (God’s will) is followed by Romans 12:3-8 (spiritual gifts) 
§ Seek to discover your… 

S – Spiritual gifts 
H – Heart/passions 
A – Abilities/talents 
P – Personality type/bents 
E – Experiences (both good and painful) 

§ Figure out what you love to do and then figure out how to get paid to do it 
 

5. Be Wise As a _____________ and Gentle As a _____________ 
§ Matthew 10:16 
§ Jim’s paraphrase:  Be street smart! 

 

Innocent as Dove Wise as Serpent 
Always seek to see the best in other 
people. 

Know that some people are mean 
spirited and are going to try to hurt you 
or take advantage of you. 

Smile and sincerely love people. Wear a bulletproof vest. 
Go reach the world for Christ!!!! Know there are wolves out there! 
Figure out what you love to do and 
then figure out a way to get paid to do 
it. 

Realize that some professions don’t pay 
unless you are in the top 0.001%.  Have 
a back up plan as God leads you. 

Live!!!!!  Take risks!!!!!  Live, love, 
laugh!!!! 

Count the cost.  Pray.  Seek discernment 
and protection. 

 

6. Stay Out of _________________ 
§ A credit card is what you use today to buy what you cannot afford 

tomorrow while you are still paying for yesterday. 
§ Credit says, “Don’t plan for something, get it now.” 
§ When you’re outgo exceeds your income, your upkeep will be your 

downfall. 
§ Psalms 37:21 - The wicked borrow and do not repay, but the righteous give 

generously. 



§ Luke 14:28 - Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Will he not first sit down 
and estimate the cost to see if he has enough money to complete it? 

§ Luke 12:15 - Then He said to them, "Watch out! Be on your guard against all 
kinds of greed; a man's life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions."  

§ Romans 13:8 - Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love 
one another. 

§ Proverbs 22:7 - The rich rule over the poor, and the borrower is servant to the 
lender. 

§ James 4:13-17 - Now listen, you who say, "Today or tomorrow we will go to this 
or that city, spend a year there, carry on business and make money." 14 Why, you 
do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist 
that appears for a little while and then vanishes. 15 Instead, you ought to say, "If it 
is the Lord's will, we will live and do this or that." 16 As it is, you boast and brag. 
All such boasting is evil. 17 Anyone, then, who knows the good he ought to do and 
doesn't do it, sins.  

§ Suggested Applications: 
1. Tear up all the credit card applications that come to you in the mail. 
2. If you choose to use a credit card, make the commitment to pay off the 

balance in full each month… or get rid of it. 
3. Create a budget, and then keep track of how you are spending your money 

against that budget.  Break the power of covetness by doing the opposite of it 
– giving money away to God’s Kingdom work. 

 

7. Choose a ________________ Wisely With God’s Leading 
§ I believe that, next to your relationship with God, this is the second most 

important decision you will ever make in your life – more important than 
your vocational choice.  See message on “Choosing the Right Spouse” 
from Jan. 11, 2004. 

 

8. Live in The _____________________ Rather Than The Tree 
of the Knowledge of Good and Evil 
§ Genesis 2:9,15-17; 3:1-13; Revelation 2:7; 22:2,14 

 

Area Living in the Tree of Life Living in the Tree of the 
Knowledge of Good and Evil 

Trust Innocent trust in God Eyes opened so can rely on self 
Leads to LIFE DEATH 
State Naked and unashamed Shame; want to cover up 
Relationships Innocence; trust others/God Victimization: “Eve made me do 

it.” “Serpent made me do it.” 
Responsibility Takes responsibility Blames others 
Tone Innocence Cynicism; skepticism 
Faith Child-like Too “knowledgeable” to believe 
Conscience Forgiven/grateful Guilty/shameful/hiding 
NT Example Sinners/tax collectors Pharisees 
OT Example David Saul 
Treat sinners Love, forgive, accept, help Condemn 
Spiritual habits I want to I should 
Summary LIFE DEATH 

 
 
 
 

9. ___________________ Those Who Hurt You 
§ Ephesians 4:26-27,31-32 -  "In your anger do not sin":  Do not let the sun go 

down while you are still angry, 27 and do not give the devil a foothold. 31 Get rid 
of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of 
malice. 32 Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as 
in Christ God forgave you.  

§ George Washington Carver:  “I will not allow another man to ruin my life 
by causing me to hate him.” 

§ Application:  Is my resentment slate clean?  Is there anyone who has hurt 
me whom I have not yet forgiven? ______________________________ 

 

10. Maintain a ________________ Rhythm 
§ Daily (Genesis 1:13), weekly (Exodus 20:8-11), yearly (Leviticus 23) 
§ Applications: 

1. Spend daily time alone with God and self. 
2. Take one 24-hour period off every week to rest, re-create, and worship God. 
3. Take a vacation every year for the rest of your life! 

 
 

A Note to Myself for One Year From Now 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

x __________________________________ 
Today’s Date: ____________________ 

Date to Reread This and Evaluate: ____________________ 
 
 

Discussion Questions with Family, Friends, and Small Group 
1. What are your memories of that time period when you were ending high school and 

going into the next phase of your life?  Positive memories?  Negative memories?  Do 
you remember any advice that anyone gave to you? 

2. Read Matthew 6:33 and Matthew 22:37-39 aloud.  Why are these the two most 
important pieces of advice that anyone can be given?  What does it look like to live 
these out?  What has been helpful to you in living these out? 

3. Of Advice #3 thru #10, which one would have been most helpful to you when you were 
18 years old?  Why?  Is it too late to apply that advice now?  What would that look like? 

4. What are one or two of these pieces of advice that you want to apply to your now?  
Share the Scripture that goes with it.  (Perhaps share your letter to yourself). 


