
The Hodge Podge Series 
“The Proverbs on a Good Name”  -  June 18, 2006 

 

Overview of Our Series 
 

THE HODGE PODGE SERMON SERIES 
Date Message Title More Info 
May 14 “Honoring Your Mom” Mother’s Day 
May 21 “Advice for Life” Graduation Sunday 
May 28 “The Blue Booklet” The Second Greatest Thing Anyone 

Has Ever Shared With Me 
June  4 “Growing Christians in the Body of Christ” Graduating Senior Sean Dougherty 
June 11 “Prayer:  Moving from Ritual to Relationship” Guest Speaker Pastor Suzette Caldwell 
June 18 “The Proverbs on a Good Name” Father’s Day 
June 25 “A Message on Abortion” A Message on Abortion 
July 2 God’s Word Thru a Christian Ventriloquist Family Service with Nanna Puddin’ 

(children/youth in Worship Center) 
July 9 God’s Word Thru a Christian Illusionist Family Service with Jared Hall 

(children/youth in Worship Center) 
July 16 “Under Construction” Executive Pastor Mitch Peairson 
July 23 “Outreach in 3D” Small Groups Pastor Morgan Pylant 
July 30 “A Theology of Suffering” What Jim Believes About Suffering 
Aug. 6 “What God Taught Me on Sabbatical” Worship Pastor AJ Bass 
Aug. 13 New Sermon Series Begins New Service Times: 8:45 & 10:45 am 
 
 

WHAT:  What is a “Good Name”? 
§ shem = name, honor, authority, character 
§ Ronald Youngblood: “The very fact that the word ‘name’ occurs more than a 

thousand times in the Bible attests to its theological importance.  In the ancient world a 
name was not merely a label but was virtually equivalent to whoever or whatever bore 
it.” (Evangelical Dictionary of Theology, p.750) 

§ 1 Samuel 25:25 - May my lord pay no attention to that wicked man Nabal. He is just 
like his name - his name is Fool, and folly goes with him. 

§ Proverbs 22:1 
§ Conclude:  A “good name” is a name that is _________________________ by 

others – it is a name that has character, honor, and integrity. 
§ Application #1:  Do I have a “good name”? ___________________________ 
§ Note:  It is possible to change the integrity of your name.  Examples. 
 

WHY:  Why Should I Want a “Good Name”? 
 

1. Because a good name is better than all of the _________________ in the world 
§ Proverbs 22:1 
§ Application #2:  Which do I pursue more:  money or a good name? ______ 

 

2. Because a good name is better than being ____________________ 
§ Ecclesiastes 7:1 - A good name is better than fine perfume. 
§ Application #3:  Which do I pursue more: being attractive or a good name?  

 

3. Because a good name is the first thing a _______________________ looks for 
§ Song of Solomon 1:3 - Your name is like perfume poured out.  No wonder the 

maidens love you!  

§ Application #4 (for singles):  What qualities am I looking for in my future 
spouse?  Do I value a good name enough? _________________________ 

 

4. Because a bad name is __________________ 
§ Proverbs 10:7 
§ A case study of Jonathan Edwards vs. Max Jukes 

 

HOW:  How Do I Get a “Good Name”? (Proverbs 3:1-4) 
 

1. Love _________________ (v.3) 
§ 1 Peter 4:8 – Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a 

multitude of sins. 
§ John 13:35 – By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you love one 

another. 
§ Application #5:  Who is someone God wants me to love on right now? ___ 

____________________________________________________________ 
 

2. Be ____________________ (v.3) 
§ Colossians 1:7 - You learned it from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a 

faithful minister of Christ on our behalf. 
§ Colossians 4:7-9 - Tychicus will tell you all the news about me. He is a dear 

brother, a faithful minister and fellow servant in the Lord. 8 I am sending him to 
you for the express purpose that you may know about our circumstances and that 
he may encourage your hearts. 9 He is coming with Onesimus, our faithful and 
dear brother, who is one of you. They will tell you everything that is happening 
here. 

§ Matthew 25:21 - His master replied, “Well done, good and faithful servant! You 
have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come 
and share your master's happiness!” 

§ Application #6:  Are there any steps I need to take to be faithful in my 
walk with God, in my marriage, in my parenting, and in my work? ______ 
____________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Follow your _______________________ good teaching (vv.1-2) 
 

a)  your __________________ father’s good teaching 
• The first 7 chapters of Proverbs are a father addressing his son 

(1:8,10,15; 2:1; 3:1,21; 4:1,10,20; 5:1,20; 6:1,20; 7:1). 
• God put your father in your life to teach you about life.  Walk in 

whatever good teaching your father gave you. 
• Application #7:  Make a list of the good teachings (proverbs) that your 

Dad tried to pass on to you: 
q ________________________________________________ 
q ________________________________________________  
q ________________________________________________ 
q ________________________________________________ 

• Some good teachings my Dad gave me: 
1) Long term perspective:  “Don’t make a decision in the moment that you will regret 

in the long term.” 
2) Work ethic:  “Do your chores.” 
3) Dealing with temptations: “Tell a lustful thought to go away in Jesus’ name.” 
4) Frugality:  “A penny saved is 1.25 pennies earned.” 
5) Decision-making: “Make pro/con lists as you weigh out your options.” 



6) Planning:  “Set goals and evaluate them yearly.” 
7) Have fun:  “Tell the lady at Dairy Queen that your name is Roger Staubach.” 

• Application #8:  What good teachings (proverbs) am I passing on to 
my children?  How can I be intentional about this? ______________ 
_______________________________________________________ 

• Application #9:  Tell your children about their name – especially the 
good stuff.  A way I want to do that is _______________________. 

 

b)  the good teaching of the father/Father in ____________________ 
• Even better than the good teachings of your earthly father are the 

divinely inspired teachings of the father/Father in Proverbs 
q 2 Timothy 3:16-17 - All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful 

for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so 
that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good 
work.  

q Proverbs 3:1-4 
• Application #10: Recommended lifetime habit:  Read a proverb every 

day for the rest of your life.  Create a category index in the margin of 
your Bible labeling each proverb by category.  Then you can easily 
find the relevant proverbs when you need wisdom in a particular area. 

 

4. Receive as a free gift the greatest _________________ in the universe and then 
wear it proudly by grace 
 

a) The day you invite Christ into your life you are adopted into God’s family 
and receive His name as ____________________ 
• John 1:12 - Yet to all who received Him, to those who believed in His name, 

He gave the right to become children of God. 
• We have been given the name “Christian” (Acts 11:26; 26:28; 1 Peter 

4:16) which means “little Christ” or “follower of Christ.”  We bear 
His name!!!!! 

• 1 Peter 4:16 - However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but 
praise God that you bear that name. 

• We bear the title sons and daughters of God!!!!!  We have been given 
His name!!!! 

• Ephesians 3:14-15 - For this reason I kneel before the Father, from whom 
His whole family in heaven and on earth derives its name. 

• Galatians 3:26-29 - You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, 
27 for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with 
Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for 
you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 If you belong to Christ, then you are 
Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise. 

• Galatians 4:4-7 - But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born 
of a woman, born under law, 5 to redeem those under law, that we might 
receive the full rights of sons. 6 Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of 
His Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, "Abba, Father." 7 So you are 
no longer a slave, but a son; and since you are a son, God has made you also 
an heir.  

• 1 John 3:1 - How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we 
should be called children of God! And that is what we are! 

• Application #11:  If you have never invited Christ into your life, do so 
and receive His name. 

 

b) This name is the greatest name in the __________________ 
• Philippians 2:9-11 – Therefore God exalted Him to the highest place and 

gave Him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every 
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

 

c) This name is a ____________________ that you can run into for help 
• Proverbs 18:10 

 

d) This name will be yours ___________________!!! 
• Revelation 22:3-5 - No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God 

and of the Lamb will be in the city, and His servants will serve Him. 4 They 
will see His face, and His name will be on their foreheads. 5 There will be no 
more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for 
the Lord God will give them light. And they will reign for ever and ever. 

 

e) The power to live up to this name does not come from your own strength 
but from plugging into _____________ like an electrical cord into a socket 
• Zechariah 4:6 -  “Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,” says the 

LORD Almighty.  
• John 15:5 - I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in Me and 

I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from Me you can do nothing. 
• Psalm 127:1 – Unless the Lord builds the house, its builders labor in vain.  

Unless the Lord watches over the city, the watchmen stand guard in vain. 
• Study also Galatians 3:1-5; Ephesians 5:18; Romans 12:1-2 
• Application #12:  Thank God that He has given you His name.  

Confess not living up to that name, and then ask for the power to do 
so.  Plug yourself into Him like an electrical plug into an electrical 
socket. 

 
Discussion Questions with Family, Friends, and Small Group 
1. Tell the story of your family name.  What do you know about its origins?  Tell about 

your parents and grandparents and great grandparents.  Tell some things you are proud 
about concerning your family name. 

2. Read the four Scriptures under “Why Should I Want a Good Name?”  Of these four 
reasons (Scriptures), which one motivates you the most to have a good name? 

3. Read Proverbs 3:1-4.  Why are love and faithfulness so key to a good name?  What is an 
action step regarding love and faithfulness that you want to take? 

4. Share any “good teachings” (proverbs) that your father passed on to you.  What do those 
mean to you? 

5. What is your experience with the Book of Proverbs?  Have you ever studied it?  Do you 
have a favorite proverb from the Bible? 

6. Read some of the Scriptures from Point #4 under “How.”  Discuss what it means to bear 
the name of Christ.  Discuss Proverbs 18:10.  Is it impossible to effectively bear the 
name of Christ?  How can one do so? 

7. What do you want this group to pray for you regarding your name? 


