
The Hodge Podge Series 
“A Theology of Suffering” – 2 Corinthians 12:7-10 - July 30, 2006 
 

Overview of What Remains in Our Series 
 

THE HODGE PODGE SERMON SERIES 
Date Message Title More Info 
July 30 “A Theology of Suffering” What I’ve Learned About Suffering 
Aug. 6 “What God Taught Me on Sabbatical” Worship Pastor AJ Bass 
Aug. 13 New Sermon Series Begins New Service Times: 8:45 & 10:45 am 
Aug. 15 Consecration Service of New Land/Buildings – Tuesday at 6:30 pm; starts in Worship Ctr 
 

Today’s Message in One Sentence (2 Corinthians 12:7-10) 
 
 

There are times when God does not answer “yes” to our prayers to relieve 
our suffering but rather calls us to _______________ a long-term or even a 
lifelong “thorn” for His glory, and it is possible for us to come to the point 
where we actually rejoice in that thorn. 
 

 
Seven Observations About Thorns from 2 Corinthians 12:7-10 
 

1. Thorns are _________________ yet they do not kill us (v.7)   
§ “thorn” = scolops = a stake used for impaling or torturing someone; a 

sharpened wooden staff, thorn, or splinter 
§ “torment” = kolafidzo = to strike with the fist; to beat; buffet (same word 

used to describe what people did to Jesus during His trial – Matthew 
26:67; Mark 14:65) 

§ Question:  What is your “thorn”? 
 

Sickness Sickness of loved one Overweight Depression 
Awful job Death of loved one Awful spouse Divorce 
Addiction Awful sex life Mental illness Infertility 
Financial 
crisis 

Married to someone 
you’re not in love with 

Chronic pain Children 
problems 

Conflict Ailing parents Spiritual dryness Awful pastor 
No money Marriage problems Awful neighbors Tired!!!! 
Single and want to be married  

 

§ Follow-up Question:  Are you still alive?  Are you destroyed?  Has God 
really abandoned you? 

§ 2 Corinthians 4:8-9 - We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; 
perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, 
but not destroyed. 

 

2. Thorns are from _______________ yet ultimately God allows 
them and can even be said to be the source of them (v.7) 
§ Question:  Who caused Paul’s thorn? 
§ Question:  Who caused Job’s suffering? (Job 1-2) 

§ James 1:13-17 - When tempted, no one should say, "God is tempting me." 
For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone; 14 but each 
one is tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged away and 
enticed. 15 Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, 
when it is full-grown, gives birth to death. 16 Don't be deceived, my dear 
brothers. 17 Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from 
the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting 
shadows. 

§ Job 13:15 – Though He slay me, yet will I hope in Him. 
§ Job 2:9-10 – Job’s wife said to him, “Are you still holding on to your 

integrity?  Curse God and die!”  Job replied, “You are talking like a 
foolish woman.  Shall we accept good from God, and not trouble?” 

§ Job 1:22 – In all this, Job did not sin by charging God with wrongdoing. 
§ Best summary I’ve seen:  “Life is hard.  God is good.” 

 

3. Thorns have a God-given ________________ yet, many times, 
we will try to pray them away (vv.7-8) 
§ Harry Ironside:  “God spoke to me through Philippians 4:19 today.  He has 

promised to supply all our need.  Some day He may see that I need a 
starving.  If He does, He will supply that.” 

§ Yancey/Brand’s Pain: The Gift Nobody Wants 
§ Abraham Lincoln’s marriage 
§ Psalm 119:71 – It is good for me that I was afflicted, that I may learn Your 

statutes. 
§ Two Pictures of the Purpose of Pain/Breaking from John 12: 

1. The breaking of the alabaster jar releases the perfume (John 12:1-8; 
Mark 14:3) 

2. The breaking of the outer shell of the kernel releases the seed inside to 
break forth in life (John 12:23-25) 

§ Romans 8:28 - And we know that in all things God works for the good of 
those who love Him, who have been called according to His purpose. 

§ Genesis 50:20 - You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to 
accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives. 

§ Switchfoot:  “The Shadow Proves the Sunshine” 
§ Application Question:  Can you see any of God’s purposes in the pain you 

are going through?  ___________________________________________  
How can you partner with God to use this breaking in your life to release 
“the perfume” and to allow the seed of God’s spirit to break forth into life 
out of your shell? ____________________________________________ 

 

4. Sometimes God answers our prayers with a “______” (vv.8-9) 
§ Challenge Question:  How do we handle “no’s” from God?  Like a 3-year 

old throwing a fit?  Or like a mature son/daughter trusting their Father’s 
decision? 

§ Just because our prayer has not been answered yet does not mean it’s a 
“no” from God.  Other possibilities: 
1. “____________” – God is delaying His answer for reasons He can see 

and we cannot (Ecclesiastes 3:1,11; Isaiah 55:8-9) 



2. “____________” – God is delaying His answer in order to help 
facilitate growth in a certain area of our lives (Matthew 5:23-24; 1 
Peter 3:7; Proverbs 21:13; James 4:2-3; Mark 11:22-24; James 1:5-8; 
Isaiah 58; Isaiah 59:2) 

3. “_______________” – Fight.  Keep praying (Luke 18:1).  There is a 
spiritual battle going on that is delaying the answer to our prayer 
(Daniel 10:2-3,12-14; Ephesians 6:10-20).  Keep praying.  Don’t stop 
fighting on your knees! 

§ Jim’s Approach to Prayer:  Keep praying as though it is God’s will to 
answer unless God’s shows me clearly otherwise or unless I die. 

 

5. God’s ______________ is sufficient for any and every thorn in 
our lives (v.9) 
§ Application Question:  Have I turned my thorn into a god? Idolatry says:  

“If only _____________ changed in my life, then everything would be 
OK.”  That is making ______________ into a god. 

§ Hebrews 7:26 - Such a high priest meets our need - One who is holy, 
blameless, pure, set apart from sinners, exalted above the heavens. 

§ Chris Tomlin song:  “More Than Enough”  (Do I sing this song to my 
thorn?) 

§ Application Question:  Would I be OK if God never removed __________ 
in this lifetime on earth?  Will I say “God is sufficient.  God’s grace is 
sufficient.  He is more than enough”? 

§ Max Lucado’s parachute analogy 
 

6. God is glorified in our thorns as we let His ________________ 
take over in our area of pain and weakness (v.9) 
§ Romans 8:28-30 - And we know that in all things God works for the good 

of those who love Him, who have been called according to His purpose. 29 
For those God foreknew He also predestined to be conformed to the 
likeness of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brothers. 
30 And those He predestined, He also called; those He called, He also 
justified; those He justified, He also glorified.  

 

7. It is possible to come to a place where we _________________ 
in our thorns (vv.9-10) 
§ 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 - Be joyful always; 17 pray continually; 18 give 

thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.  
§ James 1:2-4 - Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials 

of many kinds, 3 because you know that the testing of your faith develops 
perseverance. 4 Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be 
mature and complete, not lacking anything. 

§ Job 1:21 – Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked I will 
depart.  The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away; may the name of the 
Lord be praised. 

§ Thought on the beach:  “Would I build a sandcastle if I knew that waves 
were going to tear it down that night?” 

§ Rick Warren:  “Character building is a slow process.  Whenever we try to 
avoid or escape the difficulties in life, we short-circuit the process, delay 
our growth, and actually end up with a worse kind of pain – the worthless 
type that accompanies denial and avoidance.  When you grasp the eternal 
consequences of your character development, you’ll pray fewer ‘Comfort 
me’ prayers and more ‘Conform me’ prayers….  If you are facing trouble 
right now, don’t ask, ‘Why me?’  Instead ask, ‘What do you want me to 
learn?’  Then trust God and keep on doing what’s right.” 

§ Corrie ten Boom:  “If you look at the world, you’ll be distressed.  If you 
look within, you’ll be depressed.  But if you look at Christ, you’ll be at 
rest!” 

§ Application:  By faith, would you consider inviting God to use your pain 
to glorify Him?  Would you trust Him to so work in your life that His 
power would be displayed as He sustained you through your pain, used 
you to help others with similar pain, and helped you to praise Him despite 
your pain? 

 
Prayer Altar Time – Bring yourself and your pain and your suffering and your 
questions and your cries to the altar and lay them before God and look at Christ. 
 

Hebrews 12:3 - Consider Him (Jesus) who endured such 
opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and 
lose heart. 

 
 
Discussion Questions with Family, Friends, and Small Group 
1. Read 2 Corinthians 12:7-10 aloud. 
2. What do you think Paul’s “thorn in the flesh” was?  How did Paul deal with his 

thorn? 
3. (To the extent that you are willing to share):  What “thorns” are you dealing 

with right now?  How long have you been dealing with them? 
4. Which principles from 2 Corinthians 12:7-10 (and as summarized in this 

message) would appear to be the most helpful for dealing with your thorn? 
5. How do you know whether God is saying “No,” “Slow,” “Grow,” or “G.I. 

Joe”?  (Look up some of the Scriptures alluded to here). 
6. What is your major application from this study? 
 


