
Master Planned Community 
“Created for Community” – Genesis 1 - August 13, 2006 

 

Overview of Our Series Together 
 

MASTER PLANNED COMMUNITY 
A 40-Day Emphasis on Community at Grace Fellowship UMC 

Date Message Title Description 
Aug. 13 Created for 

Community 
We were made for true community in our marriages, 
families, friendships, small groups, and church 

Aug. 20 Authenticity The environment for true community in our marriages, 
families, friendships, small groups, and church 

Aug. 27 Support and 
Encouragement 

The air for true community in our marriages, families, 
friendships, small groups, and church 

Sept  3 Doing Life Together The food for true community in our marriages, 
families, friendships, small groups, and church 

Sept 10 Worshipping Together The fuel for true community in our marriages, families, 
friendships, small groups, and church 

Sept 10 “Taste of Community” booths after services and 10 Hours of A1 
Sept 17 Confrontation The aerobics for true community in our marriages, 

families, friendships, small groups, and church 
Sept 24 Forgiving Each Other The healing necessary for true community in our 

marriages, families, friendships, small groups, church 
 
What Is Our Purpose?  Our purpose is to glorify God by… 
 

Purpose Warren’s PDL Key Word 
Worshipping Him Planned for God’s Pleasure WORSHIP 
Living in Community Formed for God’s Family FELLOWSHIP 
Becoming Like Christ Created to Become Like Christ DISCIPLESHIP 
Serving God/Others Shaped for Serving God SERVICE 
Sharing Our Faith Made for Mission EVANGELISM 
 
PURPOSE:  We Were Created for Community, Relationships, 
Fellowship, Togetherness, Connectedness, Belonging 
 

1.  God ___________ community 
§ God has existed forever as Father, Son, Holy Spirit 
§ Genesis 1:26a 
§ Genesis 1:1-3 
§ John 1:1-3 -  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 

the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through Him all things 
were made; without Him nothing was made that has been made. 

§ Donahue/Robinson:  “It is not enough to say God is interested in community or 
even obsessed with community.  God, rightly defined and understood, is 
community….  God is not simply an individual.  God is, in every sense of the 
word, a ‘group’ as well….  Without an ounce of sacrilege, we might call the 
Godhead the first small group!” 

§ Someone once asked Dallas Willard, “What did God do before He created?”  
Willard’s answer:  “He enjoyed Themselves.”  God is a relationship.  God has 
forever existed in relationship with Himself/Themselves.  One God: Three Persons.  
We call this the Trinity.  God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit 
have forever been enjoying each other.  The Trinity has been engaged in the 
longest, non-stop, most happening, most fun, most joyous party in all of eternity.  
And God decided to create you and me (us) and invite us to this party. 

 

2.  We were created ________________, therefore for community. 
§ Genesis 1:26-27 
§ Genesis 2 is a slow motion detailed blow up of Day 6 
§ Genesis 2:18 (pre-Fall) 
§ Genesis 2:21-25 
§ Genesis 1:26-27 
§ The Spiritual Formation Bible:  “The aim of God in history is the creation of an 

all-inclusive community of living persons with God Himself at the very center of 
this community as its prime Sustainer and most glorious Inhabitant.”   

§ Rick Warren:  “You were formed for God’s family.  God wants a family, and He 
created you to be a part of it.  This is God’s second purpose for your life, which He 
planned before you were born.  The entire Bible is the story of God building a 
family who will love Him, honor Him, and reign with Him forever.” 

 

3.  ________________ research backs up this purpose and need 
for community among humans 

§ American Institute for Stress; Swedish Report; California Study 
 

Today’s Application Challenge:  Will you try community?  Will 
you seek after true, biblical community in…  

q Your marriage? __________ 
q Your family? ____________ 
q Your friendships? ________ 
q A small group of some kind? ___________ 
q Your church? __________ 

 
PROBLEM:  Sin Destroyed Our Community with God/Others 
 

Question #1:  If God is community and we were created in the image of God, 
then our relationships should look like the Godhead’s relationship.  What does 
Their relationship look like?  The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit… 

§ ______________ One Another (Mark 9:7) 
§ Encourage One Another (Matthew 3:17) 
§ Support One Another (John 14:26) 
§ ______________ to One Another (John 6:38; 14:10; 16:13) 
§ Glorify One Another (John 16:14; 17:1) 

 

Question #2:  Why do our relationships not look like the Godhead?  The answer 
is ____________ and its resulting separation from God and each other. 

§ Genesis 2:8-9,15-17 – God’s boundaries 
§ Genesis 3:1-6 – Humans’ violation of God’s boundaries 
§ Romans 3:23 - All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 



§ Isaiah 53:6 - We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his 
own way. 

§ Romans 5:12 - Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and 
death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned. 

§ Romans 6:23 - For the wages of sin is death. 
§ Genesis 3:7-19 – Death in our relationship with God and each other 
§ Genesis 4:1-16 – Cain kills his brother Abel 

 
SOLUTION:  God Has a Plan to Restore Perfect Community 
 

Solution Part A – Show us ourselves in the ______________ 
§ The Law of the old covenant is a mirror for us to see our sinfulness in and 

to realize our need for redemption.  The Ten Commandments outline the 
basics of relational laws (4 vertical, 6 horizontal).  The first 5 books of the 
Bible lay out relational laws toward God and each other.  We failed. 

Solution Part B – Become ___________________.  Live the perfect 
relational life.  Become our substitute in paying for the penalty of 
relational failure and sin.  Obtain victory over death and sin by rising 
from the dead. 

§ John 1:14 - The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. We have 
seen His glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of 
grace and truth.  

§ Jesus’ ministry was relationships:  the crowds, the 72, the 12, the inner 3, 
and Peter 

§ 1 Corinthians 15:3-4 - For what I received I passed on to you as of first 
importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 that He was 
buried, that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures. 

Solution Part C – Send us __________________ to recreate us from 
the inside out and to live inside of us.  Give us new covenant 
relational commandments, but now with His power inside us to live 
these relational principles in us and through us. 

§ Titus 3:3-7 - At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved 
by all kinds of passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated 
and hating one another. 4 But when the kindness and love of God our Savior 
appeared, 5 He saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because 
of His mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy 
Spirit, 6 whom He poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 
so that, having been justified by His grace, we might become heirs having the hope 
of eternal life. 

§ Acts 2:38 - Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name 
of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit. 

§ New Covenant Relational Principles 
1. Be _____________________ and authentic with one another 

(Ephesians 4:15,25) AUGUST 20 
2. Love, support, and encourage one another (Romans 12:9-16) 

AUGUST 27 
3. Spend __________ together doing life (Acts 2:42-47) SEPTEMBER 3 

4. Worship together (Acts 2:42-47; Hebrews 10:25) SEPTEMBER 10 
5. Go to your brother when he hurts you and speak the truth in love 

about how he has hurt you (Matthew 5:23-24; 18:15-17) 
SEPTEMBER 17 

6. ________________ one another when you hurt each other (Ephesians 
4:30-32; Matthew 18:21-35) SEPTEMBER 24 

§ Application:  Which of these new covenant relational principles do I need 
to grow in the most right now in… 

o My marriage? __________________________ 
o My family? ____________________________ 
o My friendships? _________________________ 
o My small group? ________________________ 
o My church? _____________________________ 

§ Application:  What does it look like for me to allow God’s Spirit to live 
these relational principles in and through me?  (Galatians 2:20; Romans 
12:1-2; Galatians 3:1-5) _____________________________________ 

§ Note:  Jesus’ only recorded prayer for you was a prayer for your 
relationships… for your community! 

§ John 17:11,20-21 - Holy Father, protect them by the power of Your name - the 
name You gave Me - so that they may be one as We are one…. I pray also for those 
who will believe in Me through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, 
just as You are in Me and I am in You. May they also be in Us so that the world 
may believe that You have sent Me. 

§ Powerful Application Prayer:  “God, I pray that ____________ and I will 
be one just as You (Father, Son, Holy Spirit) are one.” 

Solution Part D – One Day soon God will remove all sin and bring all 
believers together with Him to live in perfect relational community – the most 
awesome party that the universe has ever seen. (Revelation 21-22) 
 

Today’s Application Challenge:  Will you try community… again?  
Will you seek after true, biblical community in… 

q Your marriage? ______________ 
q Your family? _______________ 
q Your friendships? ________________ 
q A small group of some kind? ______________ 
q Your church? _________________ 

 

Discussion Questions with Family, Friends, and Small Group 
1. Read Genesis 1:1-3 and 1:26.  Discuss the relationship that the Trinity has within 

Themselves.  (Also look up some of the Scriptures under “Question #1”). 
2. What is the Scriptural proof that God created us for community.  What does it mean to 

say that we are created for community. 
3. Why are we not experiencing the community that God intended for us to live in?  And 

what is God’s solution to our problem? (discuss Scriptures) 
4. Which of the new covenant relational principles are you having the most difficult time 

living?  What are some action steps that you want to take along these lines? 
5. According to Galatians 2:20, Romans 12:12, and Galatians 3:1-5, what is the greatest 

step you can take to actually live out the new covenant relational principles? 
6. What is a relationship that you want to grow in true community in?  Share and then pray 

John 17:11 (“Powerful Application Prayer”) for each other’s request. 


