
Master Planned Community 
“Support and Encouragement” – Romans 12:9-16 – Aug. 27, 2006 
 

Overview of Our Series Together 
 

MASTER PLANNED COMMUNITY 
A 40-Day Emphasis on Community at Grace Fellowship UMC 

Date Message Title Description 
Aug. 13 Created for 

Community 
We were made for true community in our marriages, 
families, friendships, small groups, and church 

Aug. 20 Authenticity The environment for true community in our marriages, 
families, friendships, small groups, and church 

Aug. 27 Support and 
Encouragement 

The air for true community in our marriages, families, 
friendships, small groups, and church 

Sept  3 Doing Life Together The food for true community in our marriages, 
families, friendships, small groups, and church 

Sept  9 GF’s 10th Birthday Celebration/Groundbreaking @ 6pm in Arena; register online 
Sept 10 Worshipping Together The fuel for true community in our marriages, families, 

friendships, small groups, and church [10 hrs A-1] 
Sept 17 Confrontation The aerobics for true community in our marriages, 

families, friendships, small groups, and church 
Sept 24 Forgiving Each Other The healing necessary for true community in our 

marriages, families, friendships, small groups, church 
 

Review    
§ God is community: Father, Son, Holy Spirit, and He created us (in His image) for 

community, togetherness, relationships, fellowship.  
§ God has given us His Spirit to live inside of us in order to give us the power to live the 

relational principles He has given us: 
1. Be transparent and authentic with one another (Ephesians 4:25). 
2. Love, support, and encourage one another (Romans 12:9-16). 
3. Spend time together doing life (Acts 2:42-47). 
4. Worship together (Acts 2:42-47; Hebrews 10:25). 
5. Go to your brother when he hurts you and speak the truth in love about how he has 

hurt you (Matthew 5:23-24; 18:15-17; Ephesians 4:15). 
6. Forgive one another when you hurt each other (Ephesians 4:30-32; Matt 18:21-35). 

 
Relational Principle #2:  Love, Support, Encourage Each Other 
 

 

Community happens as I ________________ (authenticity/transparency) 
and let you see my pain AND as you, then, come along side me and give 
me ________________ (comfort, support, love, encouragement). 
 

 

A Classic Bible Passage on Building Community Through Love, 
Care, Support, and Encouragement (Romans 12:9-16) 
 

§ Main Point:  Love must be _________________ (v.9) 
o “sincere” (anupokritos) = without hypocrisy; without masks 

§ Seven Characteristics of Sincere Love (vv.10-16) 
1. devotion and ________________ (v.10) 

• “honor” = to esteem; to try to outdo one another in showing respect; to 
consider better; to esteem more highly 

2. faith in God (vv.11-12) 
• “lacking in zeal” = spiritual lazyness 
• “fervor” = to boil (Jim’s paraphrase: “on fire for God”) 

3. giving (v.13) 
• “hospitality” = to receive (Christian) strangers and treat them as guests by 

providing lodging, food, and friendship 
4. forgiving (v.14) 

• “bless” = to invoke God’s blessings (i.e. pray good things for) 
5. __________________ (v.15) 

• “mourn” = to weep 
6. getting along (v.16a) 

• “harmony” = to be of the same mind with 
7. humbleness (v.16b) 

• “be willing to associate” = be willing to go to the same place/position 
 

 

Community happens as I open up (authenticity/transparency) and let you 
see my pain AND as you, then, come along side me and give me care 
(comfort, support, love, encouragement). 
 

 
Very Practical How To – How to Build Community with Your 
Spouse, Child, Friend, Small Group Member, or Fellow Church 
Member by Providing Care to That Person (Romans 12:9-16) 
 

1. Be _____________ so they will let you care for them (vv.16,14) 
§ Characteristics of a “safe” person: 

1. ___________________ – a person who keeps confidences; a person 
whom I trust will not hurt me 

2. real – having disclosed your own pain (not wearing a mask yourself) 
3. known as a good listener 
4. humble 

§ Application #1:  A step that I need to take to be a more “safe” person is 
_________________________________________________________. 

2. _______________ (v.10) 
§ James 1:19 - My dear brothers, take note of this: Everyone should be 

quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry. 
§ Paul Tournier:  “Listen to the conversations of our world, between nations as well 

as between couples.  They are, for the most part, dialogues of the deaf.” 
§ Simon Kistemaker:  “Listening is loving the neighbor as oneself; his concerns 

and problems are sufficiently important to be heard.” 
§ God gave us two ears and one mouth; therefore, we should listen twice as 

much as we speak! 
§ John Blanchard:  “Men have two ears but one tongue, that they should hear more 

than they speak.  The ears are always open, ever ready to receive instruction; but 
the tongue is surrounded with a double row of teeth to hedge it in, and keep it 
within proper bounds.” 



§ Ten Tips on How to Listen Well 
1. Give the person your full attention.  Give them your _________________. 
2. Physically face your body toward the person. 
3. Get rid of distractions (turn off TV, phone, computer, blackberry, another 

person). 
4. Set aside your agenda and your need to say something (Don’t interrupt to say 

something you want to say).  You cannot talk and listen at the same time. 
5. When appropriate, ask questions. 
6. Listen to body language and emotions and tone of voice (in addition to words 

actually spoken). 
7. When appropriate, repeat back what you are hearing in your own words 

(McDonald’s drive thru) including acknowledging their emotions.  “I hear you 
saying that…” 

8. Give the person respect.  Respect their point of view.  Don’t be defensive or 
have to correct (what you see as) a wrong statement.  Don’t judge them. 

9. Don’t give the person _________________ unless they ask for it.  You cannot 
talk and listen at the same time. 

10. Empathize.  Hurt with them.  Try to place yourself in their shoes. 
§ Application #2:  A step I need to take to become a better listener is ______ 

___________________________________________________________. 
§ Application #3:  A person that I am going to try to listen to well this week 

is _________________________________________________________. 
§ The ministry of presence 

 

3. _______________________ (v.15) 
§ 1 Corinthians 12:26 - If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one 

part is honored, every part rejoices with it. 
§ Matthew 5:4 - Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
§ Conclude:  When someone mourns and they receive comfort, there is a 

blessing (happiness). 
§ An emotional/heart issue requires (needs) an emotional/heart response. 
§ When someone shares something good that has happened to them, it is… 

o Unproductive to rain on their parade with one-upmanship or 
critique; 

o Productive to celebrate with them. 
§ Unproductive ways to respond when someone shares their hurt: 

1. Facts, logic, reason:  “She’s in a better place now” or  “You know all 
things work out for good for….” or “I did that because…” 

2. Criticism: “You shouldn’t….” or “You sure are sensitive!” or “I 
would not have hurt you if….” 

3. Complaints:  “Well, I’m hurt too, you know!” or “You think that’s 
bad, let me tell you….” 

4. Neglect:  Cracking a joke or changing the subject. 
§ Productive ways to respond when someone shares their hurt: 

1. Compassion:  “I’m so sorry that this happened and that you are 
experiencing all this pain.” 

2. Empathy:  “I’m very sad right now as I see this pain you are going 
through.” 

3. Love:  “I deeply care about you and love you.” 
4. Devotion: “I’m committed to go through this with you.” 

5. Confession: “I am deeply sorry for my part in hurting you” or “Can 
you share with me how I’ve hurt you and how it made you feel?  I 
want to fully understand and make it right….  I now see that I hurt you 
by my ____________ and that was wrong of me.  I’m deeply sorry. 
Will you forgive me?” 

§ Application #4:  Evaluate how you responded the last time someone shared 
a joy or a hurt with you.  How did you respond?  ____________________ 
Is there anything you need to go back and say to that person? __________ 
What do you want to do better the next time someone risks sharing a joy or 
pain with you? _______________________________________________ 

§ Suggestion:  A great habit for families, friends, and small groups:  Share 
best/worst as a regular habit (dinner, etc.) 

§ Marriage retreat that Jim/Lisa went on:  www.relationalcare.org  (click on 
“relational care intensives”; they have ones for singles, marrieds, and 
families; this is based in Austin, Texas) 

 

4. Go together to ______________ (vv.11-12) 
§ Application #5:  As best you can, try to pray with people on the spot. 
§ Prayer tip:  Don’t pray AT people or preach to them through your prayer. 

 

5. Be God’s ______________________ to that person by giving 
them a hug, a note, or a meal (v.13) 
§ Application #6:  A person that I want to give tangible, ambassador 

ministry to right now whom I know is hurting or celebrating is ________ 
_______________.  What I want to do is _________________________. 

 

What This Looks Like at the Church called Grace Fellowship 
§ Note:  In Romans 12, Paul was not giving care to the Roman Christians 

himself.  Rather, he was teaching them how to give care to one another. 
§ Martin Luther called this “the _____________________ of all believers” – 

the clear teaching of Scripture that ministry is NOT to be done by a few 
clergy but rather ministry is to be done by all Christians 

o Your baptism was your ordination service (1 Peter 2:4-5,9) 
o The church staff exists to help equip you to minister to one 

another (Ephesians 4:11-14) 
o Note all the “one another” passages in the New Testament 

§ This is what God used Jethro to teach Moses (Exodus 18) 
§ Where care, support, and encouragement should be happening best and 

most at Grace Fellowship is in ________________________ (whether 
official small groups or serving groups or natural affinity community 
relationships) 

 

Discussion Questions with Family, Friends, and Small Group 
1. Read Romans 12:9-16 aloud.  What community principles in this Scripture jump out at 

you?  What does it look like to apply those principles in your relationships? 
2. Use the six specific applications in these notes to talk (one at a time) about ways that 

you personally want to improve community in your marriage, family, friendships, small 
group, and church.  As you discuss these, be sure to re-read the Bible verses associated 
with each one.  (Please only share personal applications to extent you feel comfortable.) 


