
Master Planned Community 
“Forgiving Each Other” – Matthew 18:21-35 – Sept. 24, 2006 

 

Review of “Master Planned Community”    
§ God is community: Father, Son, Holy Spirit, and He created us (in His image) for 

community, togetherness, relationships, fellowship.  
§ God has given us His Spirit to live inside of us in order to give us the power to live the 

relational principles He has given us: 
1. Be transparent and authentic with one another (Ephesians 4:25). 
2. Love, support, and encourage one another (Romans 12:9-16). 
3. Spend time together doing life (Acts 2:42-47). 
4. Worship together (Acts 2:42-47; Hebrews 10:25). 
5. Go to your brother when he hurts you and speak the truth in love about how he has 

hurt you (Matthew 5:23-24; 18:15-17; Ephesians 4:15). 
6. Forgive one another when you hurt each other (Ephesians 4:30-32; Matt 18:21-35). 

 

Outline of Matthew 18:15-35  
 

Context:  Jesus’ instructions on confronting those who sin against us (vv.15-20) 
Peter’s Question:  How many times should I forgive my brother when he sins 
against me? (v.21) 
Jesus’ Answer:  _________________ number of times (vv.22) 

§ Based on what the Kingdom of heaven is like: Parable of the Unforgiving 
Servant (vv.23-34) 

§ Punch line of the parable (v.35) 
 

Three Reasons Why I Should Forgive Those Who Hurt Me 
1. Because God _______________ it (Matt 18:21-35; Mark 11:25; Matt 6:14-15) 

§ Colossians 3:13 - Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances 
you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 

2. Because God has _______________________ (Matthew 18:23-27) 
§ Romans 3:23 - For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 
§ Isaiah 53:6 – We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his 

own way. 
§ Isaiah 64:6 – All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all of our 

righteous acts are like filthy rags. 
§ Romans 3:10-12 – There is no one righteous, not even one; there is no one who 

understands, no one who seeks God.  All have turned away, they have together 
become worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one. 

§ Romans 6:23 - For the wages of sin is death. 
§ Revelation 20:11-15 - Then I saw a great white throne and Him who was seated 

on it…. and I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books 
were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were 
judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books….  If anyone's 
name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire. 

§ The book of life contains only the names of people who have no debt 
§ Our debt = ten thousand talents (then) = approx. $10 million (today) on a 

minimum wage employee’s salary 
§ Romans 5:8 - But God demonstrates His own love for us in this: While we were 

still sinners, Christ died for us. 

§ Colossians 2:13-14 - When you were dead in your sins and in the 
uncircumcision of your sinful nature, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave 
us all our sins, 14 having canceled the written code, with its regulations, that was 
against us and that stood opposed to us; He took it away, nailing it to the cross. 

§ The phrase “It is finished” that Jesus uttered from the cross (John 19:30) 
literally means “It is paid in full.” 

§ Romans 10:9 - If you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in 
your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 

§ Example of a prayer of faith receiving Christ’s payment on your behalf 
§ If you have done Romans 10:9, then your debt has been canceled!!!!! 
§ Therefore, God expects you to cancel the debts of the people who owe you 

(Matthew 18:32-33). 
§ Other people’s debts to us = a hundred denarii (then) = $10 (today); denarii 

was a typical day’s wage… translate to your world = 1/3 of year’s salary 
§ Bottom-line:  Because God has forgiven us $10 billion worth of sins, He 

expects us to forgive each other for the $10, $100, $1000, and $20,000 sins 
that we commit against each other. 

§ Ephesians 4:32 – Forgive each other, just as in Christ God forgave you. 
3. Because not forgiving those who hurt me leads to torture, ________________, 

and misery in my life 
§ This is the punch line of the parable (vv.34-35) 
§ God “turns us over” (v.34) to the natural consequences of our 

unwillingness to forgive [compare to Romans 1:24,26,28 – “God gave 
them over (to) the sinful desires of their hearts.”] 

§ Not forgiving others allows the devil to get a foothold in our lives 
§ Ephesians 4:26-27 - "In your anger do not sin": Do not let the sun go down 

while you are still angry, 27 and do not give the devil a foothold. 
§ Sometimes, as an act of hard side love, God “turns us over” to satan so that 

we will be miserable enough to realize that we are living in pig slop and so 
that we will “come to our senses” and come home (Luke 15:15-20) 

§ 1 Corinthians 5:4-5 - When you are assembled in the name of our Lord Jesus 
and I am with you in spirit, and the power of our Lord Jesus is present, 5 hand this 
man over to Satan, so that the sinful nature may be destroyed and his spirit saved 
on the day of the Lord.  

§ George Washington Carver:  “I will not allow another man to ruin my life 
by causing me to hate him.” 

§ Marty Sholars:  “Not forgiving is like drinking poison and then waiting for 
the other person to die.” 

§ C. Ponder:  “When you hold resentment toward another, you are bound to 
that person or condition by an emotional link that is stronger than steel.  
Forgiveness is the only way to dissolve that link and get free.” 

§ Application:  Is there anyone that you need to forgive?  Pray:  “Lord, is 
there anyone that I need to forgive?  Is there anyone that I am harboring 
anger against because of the way they treated me?  Do I have unresolved 
anger towards anyone?  Is there anyone who has hurt me whom I have not 
truly forgiven from the heart?  Please bring their names to my mind.” ____ 
____________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________ 

 



How to Forgive Someone Who Has Hurt You (Matthew 18:15-35) 
1. When possible and “safe” (as God leads), _____________ the person how they 

have hurt you (vv.15-16). 
§ Last week’s message on “Confrontation” (9-17-06) 

2. ____________ your mind to how God in Christ has forgiven you (vv.28-30) 
§ This servant is an example of someone who has not fully renewed their 

mind to the fact that they have been forgiven $10 billion worth of sins 
§ Meditate on (memorize) Colossians 2:13-14; John 19:30; Romans 10:9 

3. _____________ the person from what you feel they owe you (vv.28-30,32-33) 
§ John Ortberg: “Forgiveness is the decision not to try to inflict a reciprocal 

amount of pain on the person who hurt me.  When I forgive you, I give up 
the right to hurt your back.” 

§ Have “mercy” on them (v.33) the same way God has had mercy on you 
4. Forgive the person from _______________________ (v.35) 

§ “The heart is the innermost center of a person.  The heart is the inner self 
that thinks, feels, and decides.” (Unger/Nelson Bible Dictionary) 

§ What Forgiveness is NOT: 
1) Forgiving is not __________________ the wrong done to us. 
2) Forgiving is not excusing the wrong done to us. 
3) Forgiving is not psychoanalyzing the wrong doer in order to try to 

understand what they did. 
4) Forgiving is not blaming ourselves. 
5) Forgiving is not something we do only when we think the other person 

deserves it. 
6) Forgiving is not the same thing as __________________. 
7) Forgiving is not the same thing as reconciling.  Forgiving has to do 

with the past.  Reconciling has to do with the present.  Forgiving takes 
only one person.  Reconciling takes two people. 

8) Forgiving is not the same thing as ________________.  Forgiving has 
to do with letting go of the past.  Trusting has to do with the future:  
Should I risk letting that person hurt me again?  We are commanded 
to forgive anyone who hurts us, but we are not commanded to 
(necessarily) trust them again. 

9) Forgiveness in not antithetical to justice.  But forgiveness leaves 
justice to God and to the governing authorities (Romans 12:19).  
Forgiveness releases the person from the debt they owe you, but not 
necessarily from the debt they owe society or God. 

§ What Forgiveness is: 
1) Forgive means “to release; to let go; voluntary cancellation of a debt” 

(aphiemi). 
2) To forgive is to give up ___________________ against or the desire 

to punish; to stop being angry with and to give up all claim to punish 
or exact penalty for an offense. (Webster’s) 

3) Forgiveness is the act of pardoning another person in spite of his 
slights, shortcomings, and errors (Nelson’s Bible Dictionary). 

4) Forgiveness is the decision of our ___________ to release a particular 
person, followed by verbalizing that to God (Catherine Marshall). 

5) To forgive is to set a prisoner free and discover the prisoner was you. 

6) Forgiveness includes praying good things for the person who has hurt 
you (Matthew 5:43-47; Luke 6:27-28; Romans 12:14) 

7) Forgiving is facing the ________________________ (D. Seamands). 
§ Our part and God’s part in forgiveness: 

q Our part = the crisis of our will; the ______________ to be willing to 
forgive 

o This is a one time/first time decision (analogy = justification) 
o This is also a process of choosing to forgive again and again 

and again as we re-wrestle with thoughts and memories 
(analogy = sanctification) 

q God’s part = the ______________ of changing our feelings over time 
o The conversation with God (the gift wrapped box) 

§ A few more questions: 
1.  Will you forgive yourself? 

• Marty Sholars:  “Many people will accept God’s forgiveness but 
not be willing to forgive themselves.  To do so is to declare that 
Christ’s blood was not good enough.” 

2.  Will you “forgive” God? 
• God gives us permission to tell Him how we really feel.  David 

models this very well in Psalms 5, 6, 10, 13, 22, 28. 
5. All of this requires God’s _________________ in your life (John 15:5) 

§ Airplane illustration 
§ Application:  Come to the Prayer Altar and do any forgiveness work God 

wants you to do.  Sometimes it is helpful to do this with another person 
(James 5:16).  Avenues for this include:  (a) cupping your hands at the 
prayer altar;  (b) Freedom in Christ ministry (halsheikh@houston.rr.com);  
(c) meeting with a Stephen Minister or a Christian counselor (see yellow 
list on care wall). 

 
 

Lord, I forgive ___________________ for doing/saying ____________ 
__________________.  I give You my decision to forgive them, and I now 
ask You to do the miracle of giving me a new set of feelings toward them 
– Your feelings toward them.  By faith, I pray your blessings on them. 
 

 

Discussion Questions with Family, Friends, and Small Group 
1. Read Matthew 18:15-35 and discuss its meaning.  As time allows:  Ephesians 4:25-32. 
2. Can anyone share any “success stories” of walking through a forgiveness process? 
3. How can we pray for you for any forgiveness work you need to do? 
 
Our Next Study Together: 2 Timothy 
§ Daniel (Summer 1997), Proverbs (partial-August 1997),  Nehemiah (Spring 1998), 

Bible Survey (1999), Acts (Spring 2000), Habakkuk (Summer 2000), Ephesians 
(Fall 2000), Jonah (Summer 2001),    1 Peter (Fall 2001), Psalms (partial-Spring 
2002), James (Fall 2002), Joel (Spring 2003), 1 John (Fall 2003), Song of Solomon 
(Winter 2004), Jude (Summer 2004), Galatians (Fall 2004), Obadiah (May 2005), 
Philemon (May 2005), Ruth (July 2005), Hebrews (Fall 2005-Winter 2006) 

§ Our 20th book study will be… 2 Timothy (Fall 2006).  Only 46 books to go! 


