
Final Instructions 
“Final Instructions” – 2 Timothy 1:1-2 – October 1, 2006 

 

Overview of Our 2 Timothy Study 
 

FINAL INSTRUCTIONS:  A 12-Week Study of Second Timothy 
Charge Message Title Text Date 

 

The Charge to 
Guard the 

Gospel 

Final Instructions 1:1-2 Oct.  1 
Final Instructions About Passing on the Faith 1:3-7 Oct.  8 
Final Instructions About Suffering 1:8-18; 

2:8-13 
Oct. 15 

Mike Haley Final Instructions About Homosexuality (PG-13) Testimony Oct. 22 
The Charge to 
Suffer for the 

Gospel 

Final Instructions About Living a Wartime Lifestyle 2:1-7 Oct. 29 
Final Instructions About Quarrelling 2:14-26 Nov.  5 
Final Instructions About Fleeing Lust 2:20-22 Nov. 12 

The Charge to 
Continue in 
the Gospel 

Final Instructions About The Last Days 3:1-9 Nov. 19 
Final Instructions About The Bible – Part 1 3:10-17 Nov. 26 

The Charge to 
Proclaim the 

Gospel 

Final Instructions About The Bible – Part 2 4:1-5 Dec.  3 
Final Instructions About Finishing Strong 4:6-8 Dec. 10 
Final Instructions About People 4:9-22 Dec. 17 

 

Human Author = _______________ (v.1) 
§ Originally named Saul (Acts 7:58; 8:1) after his ancestor King Saul 

(Philippians 3:4-6) who was the tallest (1 Samuel 9:2). 
§ An anti-Christian Jewish leader who killed Christians (Acts 9:1-2; 22:4-5). 
§ Had a dramatic conversion experience on the way to Damascus (Acts 9). 
§ Received a missionary calling (Acts 13:1-3) and went on 4 missionary 

journeys planting churches in at least _____ cities (Acts 13-21). 
§ A few years after his conversion, he changed his name from Saul ( _______ ) 

to Paul ( ___________ ). 
§ Application #1:  One of the secrets of Paul’s “greatness” was his __________ 

which became the vehicle for God’s bigness (2 Corinthians 12:9-10; 
Philippians 2:3-8).  How can I become “smaller” in my marriage, family, 
friendships, workplace, neighborhood, or church so that God’s bigness can 
shine through? _________________________________________________ 

§ “apostle” = messenger; one who is sent.  This title is used of the original 
Twelve (Mark 3:14) but also used of Paul (Romans 1:1), Barnabas (Acts 
14:14), James (Galatians 1:19), and others (Romans 16:7; Ephesians 4:11).  It 
appears to be both a spiritual gift and an office. 

§ “apostle by the will of God” 
§ Application #2:  What is God’s will for the role that He wants me to play in 

His Kingdom work? __________________  Romans 12:1-8 is a great study 
on seeking God’s will.  We seek God’s will by…  (1) surrendering our lives 
to God;  (2) not conforming to this world;  (3) renewing our minds to 
Scripture; (4) identifying our spiritual gifts.  The next step for me in seeking 
God’s will for my work in His Kingdom is ________________________. 

§ Paul’s message and a major theme of this book is “the promise of life that is 
in Christ Jesus” (in other words… the Gospel). 

Recipients = __________ (v.2) and the church at __________ (4:22) 
§ Timothy grew up in Lystra under a Jewish mother and grandmother (who 

taught him the OT Scriptures [1:5; 3:14]).  His father was evidently an 
unbelieving Greek (Acts 16:1-3).  Timothy’s name means “honoring God.” 

§ A spiritual son (1 Tim 1:2,18; 2 Tim 2:1; 1 Corinth 4:17) to Paul - most likely 
meaning that Paul led him to Christ and discipled him.  It appears that Paul has 
chosen Timothy to carry on his Kingdom work when Paul dies. 

 

Timeline of Paul and Timothy’s Relationship 
Approx Date Paul Timothy 

44-46 AD Paul’s 1st missionary 
journey (Acts 13-14) 

Timothy [12 yrs old] and his mother 
and grandmother most likely heard 
and responded to Gospel as Paul 
preached in Lystra (Acts 14:8-20) 

49-50 AD Paul’s 2nd missionary 
journey (Acts 15-18) 

While in Lystra, Paul asks to take 
Timothy [17 yrs old] with him on the 
rest of his missionary journey.  Has 
Timothy circumcised (Acts 16:1-3). 

53 AD Paul’s 3rd missionary 
journey (Acts 18-21) 

Timothy [20 yrs] with Paul and sent 
out on assignments (1 Thess. 3:1-2) 

58-61 AD Paul’s arrest, trials, jour-
ney to Rome (Acts 21-27) 

Timothy [25-28 yrs old] probably 
with Paul 

61-63 AD Paul’s imprisonment in 
Rome (Acts 28) 

Timothy [28-30 yr] with Paul and sent 
out on assignments (Phil 2:19-23) 

63-67 AD Paul released.  Paul’s 4th 
missionary journey (Titus 
1:5; 3:2; Rom. 15:28) 

Paul leaves Timothy [30-34 yr] in 
Ephesus to give leadership there.  
Paul writes 1 Timothy while on 4th 
missionary journey. 

67 AD Paul arrested in Troas and 
imprisoned in Rome 

Paul writes 2 Timothy from 
Mammertime Prison in Rome.  

67 AD Paul executed by Nero in Rome 
 

§ Application #3:  Who is a young person whom I can invest in and entrust 
responsibility to like Paul invested in and entrusted Timothy?  _____________  
Paul engaged in the lost art of apprenticeship (2 Timothy 2:2) taking Timothy 
with him places so that he could learn by watching and “being with” Paul.  
How can I practice apprenticeship with the Timothys of my life? ___________ 

§ Some other things we know about Timothy: 
1. He is young, and this has been a struggle in his trying to lead the church at 

Ephesus (1 Timothy 4:12). 
2. He battles ______________ (1 Timothy 5:23). 
3. His parents were unequally yoked (Acts 16:1-3; 2 Tim 1:5). 
4. He struggles with _______________ (2 Timothy 1:7). 
5. He is faithful in the Lord and is entrusted with being a teacher to the 

Corinthians (1 Corinth 4:17), Philippians (Phil 2:19-23), and 
Thessalonians (1 Thess 3:1-2).  He became apostle to the Ephesian church 
and Paul’s successor (1/2 Timothy). 

§ Application #4:  If God can use Timothy, then he can use me!  What excuses 
am I going to throw out the window so that I can do the Kingdom work that 
God has for me? _______________________________________________ 



§ This is the 3rd letter written to the Ephesians by Paul (Ephesians, 1 Timothy, 2 
Timothy) and John will write at least 2 more to them (1 John, Revelation) and 
yet no church exists there today (Turkey). 

§ Operation World:  Turkey is the largest unreached nation in the world.  It used 
to be a bastion of Christianity, but today only 20,000 people are evangelical 
Christians out of a population of 68 million (effectively 0%). 

§ Application #5:  The Ephesians were blessed enough to have 5 books of the 
Bible addressed directly to them, and yet their church does not exist today!  It 
is not having the Bible that makes you strong in faith and able to persevere 
over the long haul, it is actually reading it and doing it.  Grace Fellowship, will 
we be doers of the Word (James 1:21-25)?  Or will our church be extinct a 
generation or two from now with no witness in West Houston - Katy, Texas?  
A way that God is calling me to be a doer of the Word is ________________. 

 
Paul’s Reasons For Writing This Letter 
1. Because he sensed that he was ______________ (4:6-8), and he wanted to give 

some final instructions to Timothy who would carry on his work (entire letter). 
§ Many refer to this letter as “the last will and testament of the Apostle Paul” 
§ K. Hughes:  “The purpose of the letter is to charge Timothy to persevere in 

the ministry of the gospel – to fill the apostle’s immense gospel sandals.” 
§ His four major charges to Timothy and us: 

(a) A charge to _____________ the Gospel (1:14) 
(b) A charge to suffer for the Gospel (2:3; 1:8) 
(c) A charge to continue in the Gospel (3:14) 
(d) A charge to _____________ the Gospel (4:1-2) 

§ Application #6:  Which of these 4 charges do I most need to hear right 
now?  ________________________  What does it look like for me to heed 
that charge? _________________________________________________ 

2. Because he sensed that he was near death (4:6-8), and he wanted to _________ 
Timothy one last time (1:4; 4:9-13,21). 
§ Application #7:  If you knew that you were near death, whom would you 

call to your bedside?  ___________________  What would you say to 
them? ____________________________  Why not say it this week? ____ 

3. Because he wanted a coat before winter hit (4:21), and he wanted a copy of 
____________________ to read right up until his death (4:13). 
§ Application #8:  I want to have the passion for reading and studying God’s 

Word that Paul has!  An action step that I’m going to take in that direction 
is: 

q Begin a daily Bible reading plan 
http://www.navpress.com/Assets/PDF/Magazines/DJ/BRPlan.pdf 

q Come to church for the next 11 weeks to study 2 Timothy 
q Study 2 Timothy with my spouse, family, or a small group for the 

next 11 weeks 
q Join a small group that is studying God’s Word on an on-going 

basis 
q Other: ______________________________________________ 

 
 

Paul’s Prayer for Timothy (v.2b) 
§ Grace = the unmerited favor of God’s providing forgiveness and justification 

(declaring us right with God) 
§ Mercy = the inexpressible blessing of deliverance from misery that sin deserves 

and creates 
§ Peace = the inner tranquility produced by divine grace and mercy 
§ Warren Wiersbe:  Paul’s greeting in all of his letters is usually “grace and 

peace.”  It is worth noting that Paul added “mercy” to his greetings when he 
wrote to the pastors (like Timothy).  Paul knew that pastors need mercy! 

§ Application #9:  How can I show mercy to my pastors? __________________ 
§ Application #10:  Whom can I pray grace, mercy, and peace for? __________ 
   

Discussion Questions with Family, Friends, and Small Group 
1. As background, read Acts 16:1-3, 1 Timothy 1:1-3-4; 3:14-15; 4:11-16, and 

study the timeline chart in these notes.  Discuss the background of Paul’s 
writing 2 Timothy to Timothy. 

2. Read 2 Timothy 1:1.  What are your Applications #1 and #2? 
3. Read 2 Timothy 1:2.  What are your Applications #3, #4, and #5? 
4. Discuss Paul’s 3 reasons for writing this letter and look up some of the 

Scriptures associated with those reasons.  What are your applications here? 
5. What is your Application #10? 


