
Final Instructions 
“Final Instructions About The Bible – Part 2” 

2 Timothy 4:1-5 – December 3, 2006 
 

Overview of Our 2 Timothy Study 
 

FINAL INSTRUCTIONS:  A 12-Week Study of Second Timothy 
Charge Message Title Text Date 

 

The Charge to 
Guard the 

Gospel 

Final Instructions 1:1-2 Oct.  1 
Final Instructions About Passing on the Faith 1:3-7 Oct.  8 
Final Instructions About Suffering 1:8-18; 

2:8-13 
Oct. 15 

Mike Haley Final Instructions About Homosexuality Testimony Oct. 22 
The Charge to 
Suffer for the 

Gospel 

Final Instructions About Living a Wartime Lifestyle 2:1-7 Oct. 29 
Final Instructions About Quarreling 2:14-26 Nov.  5 
Final Instructions About Fleeing Lust 2:20-22 Nov. 12 

The Charge to 
Continue in 
the Gospel 

Final Instructions About The Last Days 3:1-9 Nov. 19 
Final Instructions About The Bible – Part 1 3:10-17 Nov. 26 

The Charge to 
Proclaim the 

Gospel 

Final Instructions About The Bible – Part 2 4:1-5 Dec.  3 
Final Instructions About Finishing Strong 4:6-8 Dec. 10 
Final Instructions About People 4:9-22 Dec. 17 

 

Important Dates in the Life of Grace Fellowship 
§ Dec. 10 (Sun) – GF Christmas Program @ 6pm (Salvation Army Harbor Lights) 
§ Dec. 24 (Sun) – GF Children’s Christmas Program @ 8:45 or 10:45 a.m. (in 

main worship center; this is church for the morning) 
§ Dec. 24 (Sun) – Christmas Eve in the Merrell Center @ 5pm (bring a friend) 
§ Jan. 5 (Fri) – Consecration of New Worship Center @ 7pm 
§ Jan. 7 (Sun) – Grand Opening of New Worship Center @ 8:45 or 10:45 a.m. 

(begin new sermon series “21 Day Journey Into The Bible”; bring a friend) 
 

The Main Exhortation of Today’s Passage (2 Timothy 4:1-5) 
 

 

___________________ the Word! 
 

 
What Does That Mean? 
§ kerusso = to herald, to proclaim, to publish, to preach 
§ Victor Furnish on kerusso:  “The herald was someone who had important news to 

bring.  He often announced an athletic event or religious festival, or functioned as a 
messenger of some news or command from the king’s court.  He was to have a strong 
voice and proclaim his message with vigor, without lingering to discuss it.  The herald’s 
most important qualification was that he faithfully represent or report the word of the 
one by whom he had been sent.  He was not to be original; his message was to be that of 
another.” 

§ The Bible is very, very clear that kerusso is NOT a function just for full-time 
vocational, professional __________________, but for ALL believers and 
followers of Jesus Christ (Matt. 10:7,27; 11:1; 24:14; Mark 3:14; 6:12; 16:15; 
Luke 9:2; 24:47; Acts 10:42; Romans 10:13-15). 

§ Mark 16:15 – Jesus said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the good news to 
all creation. 

§ Romans 10:13-15 – “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”  
How, then, can they call on the One they have not believed in?  And how can they 
believe in the One of whom they have not heard?  And how can they hear without 
someone preaching to them?  And how can they preach unless they are sent?  As it is 
written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!” 

 

Why We Should Preach the Word (2 Timothy 4:1-5) 
 

1. Because it is really, really, really _____________________ (v.1) 
§ So much so that Paul gives a solemn charge (v.1) 
§ Modern-day examples of solemn charges 
§ This is God’s Word!  (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 
§ Bill Hybel’s “Ah ha” about the importance of God’s Word 
§ Application #1:  Do I view God’s Word as more important than the 

President’s briefcase? _______________ 
 

2. Because we will be held ______________________ (v.1) 
§ There are 2 judgments associated with Christ’s return: 

1. Unbelievers (white throne) judgment [Revelation 20:11-15].  Note:  
believers get to by-pass this judgment (John 5:24)). 

2. Believers (bema seat) judgment [2 Corinthians 5:10; 1 Corinth 3:8-15] 
§ 2 Corinthians 5:10 – For we must all appear before the judgment (bema) seat of 

Christ, that each one may receive what is due him for the things done while in the 
body, whether good or bad. 

§ Application #2:  If my judgment time were today, what would my “report 
card” be?   __________  What steps do I need to take to become more of a 
proclaimer of God’s Word? ___________________________________ 

 

3. Because Christ’s return is _____________________ (v.1) 
§ 1 Peter 4:7 – The end of all things is near! 

 

4. Because we have a small ______________________________________ in 
which people will actually listen (vv.3-4) 
§ This is already happening!  Examples include… 

o Churches that teach that the virgin birth/resurrection were “myths” – 
inspirational stories to inspire us to goodness (versus historical facts) 

o Churches that teach that abortion is OK 
o Churches that teach that the practice of homosexuality is OK 

§ Application #3:  Rather than focusing so much on all those examples, let’s 
get the log out of our own eye first (Matthew 7:1-5).  What are the portions 
of Scripture that our “ears turn away from”?  that our “itching ears” don’t 
want to hear?  that we tend to complacently not think about? 
o The truth about our responsibility to ________________ (Deut. 15:4; 

Prov. 14:31; 17:5; 21:13; Isaiah 58; Matt. 19:21; Gal. 2:10; James 2) 
o The truth about God’s Lordship over our ___________________ and 

our responsibilities to steward our riches for the Kingdom (Leviticus 
27:30; Malachi 3:7-10; Proverbs 3:9-10; Matthew 25:14-30; 2 
Corinthians 9:6-11; 1 Timothy 6:17-19) 

o The truth about today’s leprosy: the _________ crisis (Matt. 25:31-46) 



o The truth about God’s commands for us to ______________ to others 
• We are to submit to governing authorities (Romans 13:1-7; 1 

Peter 2:13-17) 
• We are to submit to our employers (Ephesians 6:5-9; Colossians 

3:22-25; 1 Peter 2:18-23) 
• We are to submit to our church leaders (Hebrews 13:17) 
• Husbands and wives are to submit to one another (Ephesians 

5:21).  Wives are to submit to their husbands like the church 
submits to Christ (Ephesians 5:22-24), and husbands are to love 
their wives like Christ loved the church (Ephesians 5:25-33). 

• Children are to submit to their parents (Ephesians 6:1-3).  Above 
Scriptures would include students submitting to teachers. 

§ Application #4:  Let’s repent of our avoiding these truths (confess it as sin 
and turn away from it). Let’s stare these Scriptures in the face and do the 
right thing (Micah 6:8). 

 
How Do We Preach the Word? (2 Timothy 4:1-5) 
 

1. By _____________ ourselves to be able to share the Word with others (v.2) 
§ Victor Furnish’s definition of kerusso: “The herald was not to be original; 

his message was to be that of another.” 
§ Know the message you are to herald!  Know the Word! 

o Read it daily (http://www.navpress.com/Magazines/DJ/BibleReadingPlans.asp ) 
o Hear it weekly (21 Sundays in 2007: Chapter by chapter through John) 
o Study it regularly (See small group kiosk for SG Bible studies) 
o Memorize it strategically (memory cards) 

§ Super practical:  Share with others what God is teaching you.  And be 
prepared to do so in season (when it’s convenient) and out of season (when 
it’s not convenient). 

§ Application #5:  My application here is __________________________. 
 

2. By _____________ and rebuking ourselves and others with the Word (v.2) 
§ “correct” = to tell a fault; to prove with such demonstrative evidence that it 

leads to conviction (used in John 8:9) 
§ Revelation 3:19 – Jesus: “Those whom I love I correct and discipline.” 
§ “rebuke” = to admonish, rebuke; the idea of censure and sharp rebuke 
§ Mark 8:33 – Jesus rebuked Peter:  “Get behind me, Satan!  You do not 

have in mind the things of God, but the things of men.” 
§ Application #6:  Some correcting or rebuking that I need to do is _______ 

___________________________________________________________ 
§ Application #7: When you correct or rebuke, be sure to use the Word. 
§ Story of Jim being rebuked by Ecclesiastes 10:18 (NLT) 
§ Story of Jim being corrected by 1 Timothy 5:1 

 

3. By _____________________ ourselves and others with the Word (v.2) 
§ parakaleo = to encourage; to exhort; to urge; the word was used of 

exhorting troops who were about to go into battle 
§ Jim’s story of being encouraged by 1 Corinthians 2:1-5 before sharing my 

faith for the first time 

§ Story of using 1 Timothy 1:15-16 to encourage a not-yet Christian who felt 
like they had committed an unforgivable sin (Other great Scriptures in 
sharing your faith:  Ephesians 2:8-9; Romans 10:9; Colossians 2:13-14). 

§ “23 Reasons to Have Hope” (we will post on website) 
§ Story of using Romans 7:15-25 to encourage a believer struggling with sin 
§ Story of using Romans 12:18 to encourage someone in a difficult family 

situation 
§ Application #8:  Who is someone I can encourage this week? __________ 

What Scripture will I use to encourage them with? ___________________ 
 

4. By doing all the above with great __________ and careful instruction (v.2) 
§ The Word of God is not a club to hit people with but rather is a scalpel to 

do positive surgery with – to bring healing.  By the way, Hebrews 4:12 
says that it is a double-edged sword/scalpel – it cuts both ways (you and 
the person you are sharing it with). 

§ Always take the 2x4 out of your own eye first (Matthew 7:1-5). 
§ Our #1 preaching should be sharing the Good News (Matthew 28:18-20) 

versus correcting everybody.  Be like Jesus (vs. the Pharisees). 
§ Application #9:  Someone I can share the Good News with this month is 

________________________________________________________. 
 

5. By _______________________________ in a local body of Christ where 
each of us does our part and, together (collectively), we accomplish the 
preaching of God’s Word to many, many people (v.5) 
§ Each of us has a unique set of spiritual gifts and passions and experiences, 

and together (as a body) we can reach and preach the Word. 
§ Application #10:  What is my role in this body of Christ? _____________   

Discussion Questions with Family, Friends, and Small Group 
1. Read 2 Timothy 4:1-5 aloud. 
2. What do you think it means to “preach the Word”?  Who should do it?  What 

does it look like? 
3. Why should we preach the Word?  What are the most compelling reasons for 

you?  (Use the 2 Timothy 4 verses as you share your answers on this.) 
4. What most helps you to be “prepared” (v.2)(How #1)?  What is a way that you 

want to grow in this? 
5. Do you have any correcting, rebuking, encouraging stories (How #2 and #3)? 
6. What does it look like to share Scripture with “great patience and careful 

instruction” (v.2)? 
7. What is your Application #10? 
 
 

If interested in being in “Someone I Love is Gay” (SILIG) small group that starts in 
January, drop an email to jim@whatisgrace.org.  This small group experience is a 
prerequisite for serving in the AIDS ministry small group.  You are welcome to be 
in this SILIG group even if you do not have a loved one who is gay but you want to 
pursue the prerequisite for the AIDS ministry. 


