
21 Day Journey Into The Bible 
“Jesus Calls His First Disciples” – John 1:19-51 

January 14, 2007 
 

Overview of Our Study Together 
 

21 DAY JOURNEY INTO THE BIBLE 
A Chapter by Chapter Study of the Gospel of John 

Outline Time Content Text Date 
Prologue 
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Introducing Jesus John 1:1-18 Jan  7 
 
 
 
 

Public Ministry 
 

of 
 

the Son of God 

Jesus Calls His First Disciples John 1:19-51 Jan 14 
Jesus Changes Water Into Wine John 2 Jan 21 
Jesus Says, “You Must Be Born 
Again” 

John 3 Jan 28 

Jesus Talks with a Sinful Woman John 4 Feb  4 
Jesus Heals a Paralyzed Man John 5 Feb 11 
Jesus Walks on Water John 6 Feb 18 
Jesus Teaches at a Convention John 7 Feb 25 
Jesus Deals with an Affair John 8 Mar  4 
Jesus Heals a Blind Man John 9 Mar 11 
Jesus Claims to Be God John 10 Mar 18 
Jesus Raises Lazarus from the 
Dead 

John 11 Mar 25 

Jesus Receives an Extravagant 
Gift 

John 12 Apr 22 
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Jesus Washes His Disciples’ Feet John 13 Apr 29 
Jesus Promises to Send Help (1) John 14 May  6 
Jesus Talks About Productivity John 15 May 13 
Jesus Promises to Send Help (2) John 16 May 20 
Jesus Prays for His Followers John 17 May 27 

Passion of the S.G. 

A
 F

ew
 

D
ay

s 

Jesus Gets Arrested and Crucified John 18-19 Apr  1 
Post-Resurrection 

Appearances of the 
Son of God 

Jesus is Resurrected from the 
Dead 

John 20 Apr  8 

Jesus Restores Peter John 21 Apr 15 
 

The 21 Sunday Experiment (John 20:31; Romans 10:17) - I commit to the 
best of my ability to try the following spiritual experiment: 
q 21-DAY EXPERIMENT FOR SEEKERS – Devote the next 21 Sundays to 

studying the Gospel of John in order to investigate the Person of Jesus Christ 
and whether to believe in Him or not. 

q 21-DAY EXPERIMENT FOR BELIEVERS – Devote the next 21 Sundays to 
studying the Gospel of John in order to grow in belief and increase my faith 
as a follower of Jesus Christ (Romans 10:17). 

x ____________________________ 
 

What is a “Disciple of Jesus Christ”? – A disciple of Jesus Christ is an 
_________________ of Jesus Christ.  A disciple is someone who seeks to be with 
Jesus Christ in order to become more and more like Him.  A disciple is a follower. 
 

Seven Observations About Following Jesus from John 1:19-51 
 

1. We don’t follow Jesus in a vacuum – others help __________ 
the way for us to follow Jesus (vv.19-37)  
§ vv.35-37 
§ What these 2 disciples of John the Baptist had heard him say (vv.19-37) 
§ Application #1:  Who has been a John the Baptist in my life? _________ 

__________________________________________________________ 
How can I tell them thank you? _________________________________ 

§ Application #2:  How can I be a John the Baptist in someone else’s life? 
___________________________________________________________ 

 

2. A disciple follows Jesus for the right ___________ (vv.37-39)  
§ The first words spoken by Jesus in John’s Gospel (v.38) 
§ Arthur Pink:  “At first sight this question strikes us as strange.  But, this 

question is designed to test the motive of these two men, and to help 
them understand their own purpose.” 

§ Different motives in following Jesus Christ: 
(1)  To see what miracle I can get out of Him (2:23-25;3:2;4:48;6:26-27) 
(2)  To follow the crowd – popular thing to do (12:12-19) 
(3)  To know Him and be like Him (17:3) 

§ Application #3:  Lord, I confess my false motives in following You.  
Help me follow You just for the sake of knowing You, my Creator and 
the Lover of my soul.  I want to be like You!  I want to know You! 

 

3. The call to follow Jesus looks _______________ for different 
people – Jesus is fun and unique in the way He calls each 
person (vv.35-51) 
§ Four different ways that Jesus called 5 different people: 

q Andrew and John – intrigue by the statement of another (vv.35-39) 
q Simon Peter – through the testimony of a relative and through a 

strange name change (vv.40-42) 
q Philip – through a direct call to follow (v.43) 
q Nathaniel (Bartholomew) – through the testimony of a friend and a 

“small” miracle (vv.44-51) 
§ Jesus dealt with each man according to that man’s specific personality 

and needs 
§ Note v.39b – John remembers the very hour that he met Jesus – an hour 

that changed his life forever! 
§ Application #4:  How has Jesus been calling me? ________________ 

 

4. Following Jesus has a _______________________ through all 
of our relationships (vv.40-45)  
§ Andrew found Simon Peter and told him (vv.40-42) 
§ Philip found Nathanael and told him (vv.43-45) 
§ Application #5:  Whom can I go find and tell? ____________________ 

 



5. Following Jesus changes us and makes us into a __________ 
________________ (vv.41-42)  
§ NIV Study Bible note:  “In the Gospels, Peter was anything but a rock; 

he was impulsive and unstable.  In Acts, he was a pillar of the early 
church.  Jesus named him not for what he was but for what, by God’s 
grace, he would become.” 

§ Application #6:  What is Jesus’ new name for me? ________________ 
What does Jesus see that I can become by God’s grace? ____________ 

§ Interesting note:  Although Jesus begins to call him “Peter” from that 
point forward, there are a few times when Jesus calls him “Simon” again 
(Luke 22:31; Mark 14:37-38).  It is almost as if calling him “Simon” was 
a loving reprimand that he was acting like his old self rather than the new 
self that he was in Christ. 

§ John MacArthur:  “It must have reached the point where whenever the 
Lord said ‘Simon,’ Peter cringed.  He must have been thinking, ‘Please 
call me Rock!’  And the Lord might have replied, ‘I’ll call you Rock 
when you act like a rock.’” 

§ Application #7:  How can I live like the new person in Christ that He has 
created me to be? (Answer: Galatians 2:20; Romans 12:1-2; Colossians 
3:1-17). 

 

6. To follow Jesus is to be _______________ by Jesus (vv.44-49)  
§ Psalm 139:1-6 – O Lord, You have searched me and You know me. You 

know when I sit and when I rise; You perceive my thoughts from afar.  
You discern my going out and my lying down; You are familiar with all 
my ways.  Before a word is on my tongue You know it completely, O 
Lord.  You hem me in – behind and before; You have laid Your hand 
upon me.  Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, too lofty for me to 
attain. 

§ True love is to know someone completely and absolutely and to love 
them and accept them in light of all that knowledge! 

§ Application #8:  I receive the love of the One who knows me completely 
and absolutely.  I will quit pretending that God does not know all these 
things about me, but rather dialogue with Him honestly about these 
things and receive His forgiveness, love, and acceptance.  I receive the 
truth that “There is nothing I can say or do that will cause God to love me 
or accept more than He already does in Christ Jesus.” 

§ Application #9:  Because God loves me in spite of all His knowledge of 
me, I will extend this same love to others in my life (spouse, child, 
friend, sibling, parent).  Specifically, I sense God calling me to 
communicate that love and acceptance to ______________________. 

 

7. To follow Jesus is to see miracles including the ultimate 
miracle of _________________ (vv.48-51)   
§ Allusion to Jacob’s ladder in Genesis 28:12 

§ FF Bruce: “As to the holy patriarch that wondrous dream was given,     
so seems my Savior’s cross to me:  a ladder up to heaven.” 

§ Jesus is the ladder to heaven.  Jesus is Jacob’s ladder! 
§ Jesus is the fourth man in the furnace with Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego (Daniel 3:24-25).  He is the angel of the Lord who appeared to 
Abraham (Genesis 18).  He is the Man who wrestled with Jacob at Bethel 
(Genesis 28).  He is the One who fed Elijah when he was so depressed he 
wanted to die (1 Kings 19).  He is Jacob’s ladder (Genesis 28:12). 

§ Application #10:  Will I walk up Jacob’s ladder to heaven?  Will I begin 
the journey of following Jesus Christ? 

 

A Prayer to Start Following Jesus Christ 
Lord Jesus, I want to know You personally.  Thank You for dying on the 
cross for my sins.  I open the door of my life and receive you as my 
Savior and Lord.  Thank You for forgiving me of my sins and giving me 
eternal life.  Take control of the throne of my life.  Make me the kind of 
person You want me to be.  I want to follow You. 
 

A Prayer to Get Back to Following Jesus Christ 
Lord Jesus, I acknowledge that I have gotten off track in following You.  
I have followed the ways of the world and have been directing my own 
life.  I am sorry!  I thank You that You have already forgiven me of that 
the very first day I started following You.  I now invite You to again take 
Your rightful place on the throne of my life.  Fill me up with Your Spirit.  
Direct and empower my life.  Make me more and more like You.  I want 
to keep following You. 

 
A Daily Prayer 

Good morning, Lord.  I want to follow You today.  I will go where You 
tell me to go.  I will do what You tell me to do.  I want to be like You.  I 
want to do the things You do.  I will follow You today. 

 
A Challenge to Memorize 10 Scriptures Over These 21 Sundays 

q John 1:14 
 
 

Discussion Questions with Family, Friends, and Small Group 
1. What does it mean to be a disciple of Jesus Christ? 
2. Read John 1:19-51 aloud. 
3. Discuss the “Seven Observations About Following Jesus” from these notes 

using all the Scripture references.  What was your application in each one? 
4. What is one main application that you want to take away from this study? 
5. Will you try memorizing 10 Scriptures over the course of these 21 Sundays? 


