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Overview of Our Study Together 
 

21 DAY JOURNEY INTO THE BIBLE 
A Chapter by Chapter Study of the Gospel of John 

Outline Time Content Text Date 
Prologue 
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Introducing Jesus John 1:1-18 Jan  7 
 
 
 
 

Public Ministry 
 

of 
 

the Son of God 

Jesus Calls His First Disciples John 1:19-51 Jan 14 
Jesus Changes Water Into Wine John 2 Jan 21 
Jesus Says, “You Must Be Born 
Again” 

John 3 Jan 28 

Jesus Talks with a Sinful Woman John 4 Feb  4 
Jesus Heals a Paralyzed Man John 5 Feb 11 
Jesus Walks on Water John 6 Feb 18 
Jesus Teaches at a Convention John 7 Feb 25 
Jesus Deals with an Affair John 8 Mar  4 
Jesus Heals a Blind Man John 9 Mar 11 
Jesus Claims to Be God John 10 Mar 18 
Jesus Raises Lazarus from the 
Dead 

John 11 Mar 25 

Jesus Receives an Extravagant 
Gift 

John 12 Apr 22 
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Jesus Washes His Disciples’ Feet John 13 Apr 29 
Jesus Promises to Send Help (1) John 14 May  6 
Jesus Talks About Productivity John 15 May 13 
Jesus Promises to Send Help (2) John 16 May 20 
Jesus Prays for His Followers John 17 May 27 

Passion of the S.G. 
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Jesus Gets Arrested and Crucified John 18-19 Apr  1 
Post-Resurrection 

Appearances of the 
Son of God 

Jesus is Resurrected from the 
Dead 

John 20 Apr  8 

Jesus Restores Peter John 21 Apr 15 
 

What These Two Accounts Have in Common (2:1-11 and 2:12-25) 
§ They both contain parties (wedding reception and Passover celebration) 
§ They both contain heavy symbolism regarding replacing the old with the new 
 

 Old Covenant New Covenant 
 

Wedding 
Reception 
(John 2:1-11) 

Water in large stone jars was 
used for Jewish ceremonial 
washings of hands and 
utensils before meals 

Jesus turned that water into wine.  
Wine is a symbol of the new 
covenant (Joel 3:18; Amos 9:13) 

 

Passover 
Celebration 
(John 2:12-25) 

Old covenant relied on the 
physical temple in Jerusalem 
as place where God dwelled 
and was worshipped 

Jesus speaks of His body as a 
temple pointing to the new cov-
enant reality that believers’ bodies 
are the temple of God’s Spirit 

 

§ Main point:  Jesus is ushering in a __________________________. 

Questions For My Life From These Two Parties (John 2:1-25) 
 

1. Do I make decisions in my life in light of my _____________?  
Do I have a sense of destiny about my life? (2:1-4)  
§ v.4 – Jesus has a strong sense of destiny and mission 
§ John 7:6 – Therefore Jesus told His brothers, “The right time for Me has 

not yet come; for you any time is right.” (again in 7:8) 
§ John 7:30 – At this they tried to seize Him, but no one laid a hand on 

Him, because His time had not yet come. 
§ John 8:20 – Yet no one seized Him, because His time had not yet come. 
§ John 12:23 – Jesus replied, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to 

be glorified.” (see all of 12:23-33) 
§ John 13:1 – Jesus knew that the time had come for Him to leave this 

world and go to the Father. 
§ John 17:1 – Jesus prayed: “Father, the time has come.  Glorify Your 

Son, that Your Son may glorify You.” 
§ Jesus made His decisions in light of His mission/destiny 
§ Application #1:  Do I know what my life mission is? _____________  

Am I making decisions in light of my mission/destiny? ____________ 
q Rick Warren’s The Purpose Driven Life is a great study about our purpose 

in life:  To glorify God by worship, fellowship, becoming like Christ, 
serving others, and evangelism/missions.  Each one of us fulfills these 
purposes in unique ways. 

q The Boundaries Seminar that Grace Fellowship is hosting on Saturday, 
February 10, from 9am-4pm is a great equipping tool for making decisions 
in light of your mission:  “when to say yes and when to say no, so that you 
can live a healthy life and faithfully love and serve others.”  Cost is $10.  
Register at www.whatisgrace.org 

§ Note:  Jesus does the miracle any way.  But He does it privately such that 
only the disciples and servants know about it (vv. 9b,11b). 

 

2. Do I do ________________________ tells me to do? (2:5)  
§ Dispelling some misunderstandings about Mary, mother of Jesus: 

1. Mary was not born by immaculate conception free of original sin (Psalm 
51:5; Romans 3:10-12,23; 5:12). 

2. Mary did not live a sinless life (Luke 1:47; 2:22-24). 
3. Mary was not a virgin her entire life (John 2:12; 7:5; Matt. 13:55-56; Acts 

1:14; Gal. 1:19; Ps. 69:8).  However, she was a virgin before and during the 
birth of Christ (Matthew 1:25). 

4. Mary is not a co-mediator to whom we should entrust our cares and 
petitions.  We should not pray to Mary or ask her to pray for us (Deut. 
18:10-12; 1 Tim 2:5-6; Matt 6:6-9; Heb 4:14-16). [For more on all of this 
see message on 5-11-2003.] 

§ However, Mary was a great, great woman of God: 
1. She was chosen to give birth to the very Son of God (Luke 1:28-33). 
2. She was a woman of the Word (she quotes 19 different OT Scriptures when 

she is talking to Elizabeth in Luke 1:45-55). 
3. She was a woman who surrendered herself to God’s plans (Luke 1:38). 
4. She gives some awesome advice in John 2:5 



§ Application #2:  Do I do whatever God tells me to do? _______ Lord, I 
am sorry for not doing _____________.  Lord, with Your help and 
power, I will do whatever You tell me to do.  Specifically, I see in 
Scripture that You want me to _____________________________. 

 

3. Do I trust God with my ________________? (2:6-10)  
§ Among other things, this was an economic miracle.  The wine that Jesus 

created here is worth somewhere between $100,000 - $600,000. 
§ The Bible is full of exhortations not to worry about finances but to trust 

God in this area (Matt 6:25-34; Luke 12:22-34; Phil 4:11-19).  Work hard and 
spend wisely (Prov 10:4-5; 12:9; 13:7,11; 14:23; 16:16; 21:17,20) but put your 
trust in God not in yourself (Ps 118:8-9).  Trusting God with our finances 
includes giving back to Him (Prov 3:5-10; Mal 3:7-10; 2 Cor 9:6-11). 

§ Application #3:  What is my next step for trusting God with my finances? 
___________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Do I live a ____ covenant life or an ____ covenant life? (2:11)  
§ At the beginning of His ministry, Jesus is clearly inaugurating a new 

covenant symbolized here by wine (Joel 3:18; Amos 9:13).  This new 
covenant life is a life of faith [vs. law] (John 2:11). 

 

WHY  DO  I  DO  WHAT  I  DO? 
 

Activity 
Old Covenant 

Mentality 
(ceremonial washing) 

New Covenant 
Mentality 

(wine) 
Read Bible and Pray  

So that people or 
God will think that I 

am spiritual and 
bless me 

 
Out of gratitude for 
what Jesus has done 
for me - To boast in 

the cross 

Give Money 
Come/Serve at Church 
Try Not to Commit 
THAT Sin 
Other 
Key Galatians Scripture 6:12 6:14 

 

§ Application #4:  Do I live a new covenant life or an old covenant life? __ 
 

5. Do I display righteous ______________? (2:12-16)  
§ Ephesians 4:26a (NAS) – Be angry, and yet do not sin. 
§ Two kinds of anger: (1) righteous anger;  (2) unrighteous anger 
§ Application #5:  Is there any unrighteous anger that I need to apologize 

for? ______________________  Are there any steps I need to take to 
apply righteous anger to a certain situation? _____________________ 

 

6. Have we removed any and all obstacles to the _____________ 
coming to God’s house? (2:14-16)  
§ Jesus’ act seems to be fulfilling Zechariah 14:21b – On that day there 

will no longer be a merchant in the house of the Lord Almighty. 
§ The context of Zechariah 14 is the day of the Lord when all the nations 

(Gentiles) come to Jerusalem to worship the Lord in His temple. 

§ The Gentiles were only allowed to worship in the outer court of the 
temple.  But in John 2, the merchants were taking up all the worship 
space in the outer court so that there was no room for the Gentiles to 
worship.  This made Jesus mad!  He does not want any hindrances to all 
people coming into a relationship with Him (1 Timothy 2:4; 2 Peter 3:9). 

§ Application #6:  What obstacles have we created that prevent the 
unchurched from coming into God’s house?  What do we need to do? 
q Cliques – Not making room for unchurched in our relational circles 
q Hypocrisy – Crowding out the unchurched with inconsistent living 
q Indifference – Crowding them out of our minds 
q Money – Crowding out unchurched with too much talk about money 

 

7. Do I have a _____________ for God’s house? (2:17)  
§ John 2:17 is a quote of Psalm 69:9a.  The context of Psalm 69:7-12 is 

that people (even his own brothers) were making fun of King David 
because of his zeal for God (worship in God’s house). 

§ Application #7:  Is this true of me?  Am I willing to be labeled a “Jesus 
Freak” out of my zeal for God and worship of Him?  Am I willing for my 
own family to think I’m nuts… out of love for God? 

§ Interesting Note:  John changes the verb when he quotes Psalm 69:9. 
§ Sidenote on the truthfulness of Scripture:  John 2:12-25 versus Matthew 

21:12-17; Mark 11:15-18; Luke 19:45-47 
 

8. Do I treat my body as though it is God’s ________? (2:18-22)  
§ Jesus is predicting His death and resurrection as the ultimate sign. 
§ Again, Jesus is symbolically announcing the replacing of the old 

covenant (where worship at temple in Jerusalem) with the new covenant 
(where believers’ bodies are the new temple that we worship God in). 

§ Study John 4:21-24; 1 Corinthians 3:16-17; 6:18-20 
§ Application #8:  How can I treat my body more like the holy temple for 

the worship of God that it really is? ___________________________ 
 

9. Will I be OK and will I still believe if I never see another 
_______________________ myself? (2:18,23-25)  
§ Everybody wants to see a miraculous sign (Matthew 12:38; 16:1; John 

4:48; 6:26-27) yet Jesus longs for those who will believe without needing 
to see miraculous signs (John 4:48; 20:29).  God longs for us to seek His 
face more than His hand – to seek Him more than we seek His benefits. 

§ Application #9:  Will I still believe and follow hard after God even if I 
never see _______________ happen?  Will I follow hard after God 
(period)?  Will I seek His face?  Will I seek Him? 

 
 

Discussion Questions with Family, Friends, and Small Group 
1. Does anybody have any funny wedding stories? 
2. Read John 2 aloud and talk through the 9 questions of these notes looking up 

all the Scripture references.  What are your personal applications? 


