
21 Day Journey Into The Bible 
“Jesus Talks with a Sinful Woman” – John 4:1-54 

February 4, 2007 
 

Overview of Our Study Together 
 

21 DAY JOURNEY INTO THE BIBLE 
A Chapter by Chapter Study of the Gospel of John 

Outline Time Content Text Date 
Prologue 
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Introducing Jesus John 1:1-18 Jan  7 
 
 
 
 

Public Ministry 
 

of 
 

the Son of God 

Jesus Calls His First Disciples John 1:19-51 Jan 14 
Jesus Changes Water Into Wine John 2 Jan 21 
Jesus Says, “You Must Be Born 
Again” 

John 3 Jan 28 

Jesus Talks with a Sinful Woman John 4 Feb  4 
Jesus Heals a Paralyzed Man John 5 Feb 11 
Jesus Walks on Water John 6 Feb 18 
Jesus Teaches at a Convention John 7 Feb 25 
Jesus Deals with an Affair John 8 Mar  4 
Jesus Heals a Blind Man John 9 Mar 11 
Jesus Claims to Be God John 10 Mar 18 
Jesus Raises Lazarus from the 
Dead 

John 11 Mar 25 

Jesus Receives an Extravagant 
Gift 

John 12 Apr 22 

 
Private Ministry 

of 
the Son of God A

 F
ew

 
H

ou
rs

 

Jesus Washes His Disciples’ Feet John 13 Apr 29 
Jesus Promises to Send Help (1) John 14 May  6 
Jesus Talks About Productivity John 15 May 13 
Jesus Promises to Send Help (2) John 16 May 20 
Jesus Prays for His Followers John 17 May 27 

Passion of the S.G. 
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Jesus Gets Arrested and Crucified John 18-19 Apr  1 
Post-Resurrection 

Appearances of the 
Son of God 

Jesus is Resurrected from the 
Dead 

John 20 Apr  8 

Jesus Restores Peter John 21 Apr 15 
 

The Big Idea of John 4 (A brief outline of this chapter) 
 
 

Harvesting souls should be our ____________________________ 
not a competitive edge. 

 

 

§ Jesus refuses to play the “my church is bigger than your church” game (vv.1-3) 
§ Jesus leaves the “big church” scene to share his faith with two of the most 

undesirable people His culture could imagine: a Samaritan woman and one of 
Herod’s cabinet members (vv.4-54) 

o Samaritan woman: Personal encounter of soul harvesting (vv.4-
30,39-42) 

o Teaching His disciples the importance of soul harvesting (vv.31-38) 
o Royal official: Personal encounter of soul harvesting (vv.43-54) 

Personal Encounter #1:  The Samaritan Woman (4:4-42) 
 

1)  Who are the ____________________ in my world? (vv.4-9) 
§ Background: Samaritans are a mixed-blood race resulting from the 

intermarriage of Jews and Gentiles 600 years previous.  These Jews were the 
poorest of the poor left behind when Israel was exiled to Assyria (2 Kings 17).  
The Gentiles that they intermarried with were brought in to occupy the land 
during Israel’s exile (2 Kings 17:24).  As they intermarried, they combined their 
faiths (syncretism) and created a customized faith followed by this new race 
called the Samaritans.  Bitter hostility existed between Jews and Samaritans in 
Jesus’ day.  Samaritans were hostile to Jews traveling through their country and 
would not provide housing/hospitality.  Jews would frequently travel around 
Samaria (rather than through it). 

§ Application #1 – Who are the “Samaritans” today?  Who are “Samar-
itans” to me? ___________________________  How can I be more and 
more like Jesus in the way that I interact with and reach out in love to the 
“Samaritans” of my world? __________________________________ 
Will I risk stigma and the ridicule of my peers to reach out and “get my 
hands dirty”? ______ 

 

2)  How am I trying to satisfy my ______________? (vv.10-14) 
§ Natural water versus Living water 

 

Natural Water Living Water 
From Jacob’s well Gift from God 
Need something to draw it with Given by Jesus – ask Him for it 
Will thirst again after you drink it Will never thirst again when drink it 
Have to keep coming back to the well 
again and again 

This water will become a spring of 
water welling up to eternal life 

 

§ Spring of water versus stagnant water – A spring of water is better than a cup 
or bucket of water.  With a spring, you can keep coming back and getting more.  
It is a limitless supply.  It keeps flowing and never runs out.  It is fresh and not 
stagnant from sitting there.  I will never be thirsty again. 

§ Application #2 – Lord, I confess all the false ways that I have been trying 
to satisfy my thirst: _________________________________.  I declare 
this morning that You, Jesus, are more than enough.  I put my faith and 
trust in You for all my needs both now and in the future.  I declare that… 

All of You is more than enough for… all of me 
For every thirst and every need 
You satisfy me… with your love 
And all I have in You… is more than enough. 

 

3)  Will I receive God’s __________________ of me? (vv.15-20) 
§ The nakedness of being fully known by God (Psalm 139) 
§ Psalm 139:23-24 – Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and 

know my anxious thoughts.  See if there is any offensive way in me, and 
lead me in the way everlasting. 

§ “Five husbands and a live-in” shows relational failure and moral failure. 



§ Application #3 – Lord, how can You know me so fully and completely 
and still love me and accept me?!?  Thank You for this complete 
acceptance in Christ (Romans 5:1; John 1:12; 15:15; Ephesians 1:1,5; 
2:18; Colossians 2:10).  I receive Your acceptance in Christ.  I receive 
Your acceptance in Christ.  I receive Your acceptance in Christ. 

 

4)  Will I really ________________ God? (vv.19-24) 
§ Background on the Mountain Debate:  Jews and Samaritans disagreed on 

the interpretation of Deuteronomy 12:5.  The Samaritans argued that the 
place of worship (offering sacrifices) should be Mount Gerizim based on 
Genesis 12:6-7; 33:18-20; Deut. 11:29-30; 27:2-7,12; Joshua 8:33.  The 
Jews argued that God’s chosen place of worship was Jerusalem based on 
2 Chronicles 6:6; Psalms 48:1-2; 78:68-69; 132:13. 

§ Jesus’ position on the debate:  Neither place is the place of worship in the 
new covenant (v.21). 

§ Jesus’ 101 class on worship (vv.23-24): 
(1) We worship in our ________________ – The body of a believer is the 

new temple that we worship God in/from (1 Corinth 3:16-17; 6:19-20).  
Inside of our body is our spirit (our innermost being).  Real worship comes 
from our spirit.  Sometimes it is helpful to line up our bodies with what our 
spirit is trying to say to God: 

 

What Our Spirit is 
Doing/Saying 

One Way to Line Up 
Body with Spirit 

Example in 
Scripture 

Praise God Sing Psalm 98:1 
Submit to God Bow, kneel Psalm 138:2 
Humble self before God Bow, kneel, prostrate Deuteronomy 9:18 
Acknowledge His majesty Stand in His presence Ecclesiastes 5:7 
Petition God Clasp hands, kneel Ephesians 3:14-21 
Beg God Kneel, prostrate Matthew 8:2 
Surrender to God Arms raised 2 Chronicles 6:13 
Adore God Hands raised Psalm 63:4 
Receive from God Hands cupped Psalm 145:16 
Celebrate God Sing, shout, applaud Psalm 47:1 
Celebrate God Dance Psalm 149:3 
Be in awe of God Silence Habakkuk 2:20 
Serve God Serve others 1 Peter 4:10-11 
   

 

(2) We worship in _____________ – Truth calls for our worship to be 
consistent with what Scripture teaches and centered on Jesus (who is the 
Truth).  A great way to worship is to read and sing Psalms to God.  A great 
way to pray is to pray Scripture to God. [Kenneth Boa’s Face to Face] 

§ Two extremes to avoid in worship: 
(1) Dead orthodoxy – truth with no spirit 
(2) Zealous heterodoxy – spirit with no truth 

§ Application #4 – What does it look like for me to worship God in spirit 
and in truth?  Have I erred by leaving one or both of those elements out 
of my worship life?  What is God’s next step for me in my worship life?  
How can I give God my worship in spirit and in truth this week? ______ 

5)  Will I live a “_______________” life with God? (vv.27-30) 
§ Notice Verse 28.  When you have an encounter with the Living God, 

nothing else matters!  This is a “first love” experience for this woman. 
§ Revelation 2:4-5 - Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken your 

first love. Remember the height from which you have fallen! Repent and 
do the things you did at first. 

§ Application #5 – Have I gotten away from my “first love”?  Can I still 
remember the days when I would leave my “water jar” behind and go do 
Jesus Freak acts?  What steps do I need to take to get back to my “first 
love”? ____________________________________________________ 

§ Application #5a – A “first love” application:  Spend an hour with God 
the week of February 19-25.  Sign up on Prayer Kiosk. 

§ Notice what happens when we live a “first love” life (vv.39-42) 
 

Personal Encounter #2:  The Royal Official (4:43-54) 
§ Focus on one verse (v.50) 
§ Application #6 – Will I take Jesus at His Word? _______  A Word (a 

Scripture) that I sense God wants me to “take Him at” and trust Him with 
is… 
q A word about singleness – 1 Corinthians 7 
q A word about marriage – Genesis 2:24-25 
q A word about parenting – Proverbs 22:6 
q A word about parenting – Proverbs 23:13-14 
q A word about worry – Matthew 6:25-34 
q A word about contentedness – Philippians 4:11-19 
q A word about finances – 2 Corinthians 9:6-11 
q A word about taxes – Roman 13:6-8 
q A word about work – Colossians 3:23-25 
q A word about conflict – Ephesians 4:25-32 
q A word about church life – 1 Corinthians 12:12-26 
q Other: ____________________________________ 

 
 
Challenge to Memorize 10 Scriptures over These 21 Sundays 

q John 1:14 
q John 3:30 

 
 

Discussion Questions with Family, Friends, and Small Group 
1. Read John 4:1-3 aloud.  Why do you think Jesus left?  What can we do to 

avoid a competitive spirit among churches in West Houston-Katy? 
2. Read John 4:31-38 aloud.  What is the main point that Jesus is trying to get 

across to His disciples?  What does it look like for us to live that today? 
3. Read John 4:4-30,39-42 aloud and discuss using these notes.  Share 

applications (as you are comfortable doing so.)  Look up Scriptures. 
4. Read John 4:43-54 aloud and discuss using these notes.  Share applications 

(as you feel comfortable). Look up Scriptures. 


