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Overview of Our Study Together 
 

21 DAY JOURNEY INTO THE BIBLE 
A Chapter by Chapter Study of the Gospel of John 

Outline Time Content Text Date 
Prologue 
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Introducing Jesus John 1:1-18 Jan  7 
 
 
 
 

Public Ministry 
 

of 
 

the Son of God 

Jesus Calls His First Disciples John 1:19-51 Jan 14 
Jesus Changes Water Into Wine John 2 Jan 21 
Jesus Says, “You Must Be Born 
Again” 

John 3 Jan 28 

Jesus Talks with a Sinful Woman John 4 Feb  4 
Jesus Heals a Paralyzed Man John 5 Feb 11 
Jesus Walks on Water John 6 Feb 18 
Jesus Teaches at a Convention John 7 Feb 25 
Jesus Deals with an Affair John 8 Mar  4 
Jesus Heals a Blind Man John 9 Mar 11 
Jesus Claims to Be God John 10 Mar 18 
Jesus Raises Lazarus from the 
Dead 

John 11 Mar 25 

Jesus Receives an Extravagant 
Gift 

John 12 Apr 22 
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Jesus Washes His Disciples’ Feet John 13 Apr 29 
Jesus Promises to Send Help (1) John 14 May  6 
Jesus Talks About Productivity John 15 May 13 
Jesus Promises to Send Help (2) John 16 May 20 
Jesus Prays for His Followers John 17 May 27 

Passion of the S.G. 
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Jesus Gets Arrested and Crucified John 18-19 Apr  1 
Post-Resurrection 

Appearances of the 
Son of God 

Jesus is Resurrected from the 
Dead 

John 20 Apr  8 

Jesus Restores Peter John 21 Apr 15 
 

Brief Outline of John 5 
§ 5:1-15 – Miraculous Sign #3:  Jesus heals lame man at Pool of Bethesda on 

the Sabbath 
§ 5:16-47 – Jesus’ response to the Jews’ persecution 

o 5:16-30 – The Son can do nothing by Himself 
o 5:31-47 – Four testimonies to Jesus 

 

Seven Questions to Ask Myself from John 5 
 

1. Do I trust God’s ______________________? (vv.1-5)  
§ Observation:  There were many lame, blind, and paralyzed people there, 

but Jesus only healed one of them in John 5 (v.3). 
§ Some of Jim’s conclusions: 

1. God does heal! 

2. God does not always heal ailments here on earth.  Therefore… 
§ Application #1 - I am going to keep asking and trusting God for a miracle 

until He shows me differently.  I will trust Him for healing.  I will also 
trust that He knows the ultimate best.  I will trust His wisdom and 
sovereignty. 

 

2. Do I want _____________________? (vv.5-9)  
§ This question is so basic that it is almost insulting.  Yet, many of us 

(deep down) do not truly want to get well.  Many of us are so 
comfortable with our dysfunctions that we are afraid to risk the unknown 
of being healthy.  That is why many children of alcoholics end up 
marrying alcoholics.  Our tendency is to move toward what we know 
rather than what is healthy. 

§ Application #2 – In what ways am I choosing unhealthy things because 
they are a (“comfortable”) known to me? ________________________  
Do I really want to get well? __________  Will I tell Jesus that I really 
want to get well? ________  Will I risk the unknown with Jesus? ______ 

 

3. Am I looking to _________________ itself as my authority or 
others’ interpretations of Scripture? (vv.9-13) 
§ The Old Testament Scriptures do not forbid carrying a mat on the 

Sabbath – they forbid working on the Sabbath (Exodus 20:8-11; 31:12-
17; Lev. 23:3; Deut. 5:12-15).  Common sense interpretation would say 
that the Israelites were not to engage in their normal, middle of the week 
vocations on the Sabbath day.  But the teachers of the law took it upon 
themselves to develop a list of 39 forbidden categories of work on the 
Sabbath and then to create 100s of rules and examples of what you are 
not allowed to do on the Sabbath.  Many of these rabbi taught that the 
Messiah would not come until a “perfect Sabbath” had been observed. 

§ Application #3 – How do we do this today?  What human interpretations 
are others trying to impose on us?  Are we trying to impose on others? 
_________________________________________________________ 
Be like the Bereans (Acts 17:11) – search the Scriptures yourself to see if 
these things are true.  An issue that I want to search the Scriptures for 
myself on is _______________________________________________. 

 

4.  Have I dealt with my _________________? (vv.14-15)  
§ Although Scripture is very clear that much sickness is NOT the 

immediate result of that person’s sin (John 9:1-3), this Scripture makes it 
clear that some sickness IS the immediate result of that person’s sin 
(John 5:14; Deut. 28:58-61; Lev. 26:14-16; 1 Corinth 11:30). 

§ The larger point of v.14 is that sin leads to eternal judgment. 
§ Application #4 – Have I dealt with my sin issues? _________________ 
§ The sad reality here is that this man was more concerned about what the 

Pharisees thought than about what Jesus thought (v.15).  Difficult 
question:  Why do I want to get healed?  So I can watch more TV?  So I 
can answer to the world?  Or so I can answer to God? 



5. What is the Father doing and how can I ________________? 
(vv.16-21)  
§ These verses teach a principle that many of us learned through Henry 

Blackaby’s Experiencing God study:  “Watch to see where God is 
working and then join Him.” 

§ Blackaby:  “What is God’s will for my life?” is not the right question.  I 
think the right question is, “What is God’s will (period)?”  Once I know 
God’s will, then I can adjust my life to Him.  In other words, what is it 
that God is purposing where I am?  Once I know what God is doing, then 
I know what I need to do.  The focus needs to be on God, not my life! 

§ Watch to see where God is working and then join Him. 
§ Application #5 – What is God doing and how can I join Him? 

 

Area What is God doing? How can I join Him? 
My life   
My home   
My spouse   
My child #1   
My child #2   
My child #3   
My workplace   
My school   
My neighborhood   
My church   
My city   
My nation   
The world   
   

 

6. Am I ready for ________________? (vv.22-30)  
§ These verses appear to be talking about the White Throne Judgment 

(Revelation 20:11-15). 
§ Application #6a – Am I ready for the White Throne Judgment? ____ 
§ John 5:24 explains the only way to pass the White Throne Judgment: 

_____________ (John 1:12; 3:16; 14:6; 20:31; Romans 10:9). 
§ Additional Scriptures appear to talk about something called the “bema 

seat judgment” (2 Corinth 5:10) where believers will be held accountable 
for what we did with what we had (1 Corinth 3:7-15).  This does not 
determine who goes to heaven but rather determines rewards in heaven. 

§ Application #6b – Am I ready for the Bema Seat Judgment? ________ 
How can I invest my life in things that count for eternity?  How can I 
store up treasures in heaven? (Matthew 6:19-21; Luke 19:11-27) _____ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 

7. Is my life ___________________ about Jesus? (vv.31-47)  
§ Deuteronomy 19:15 – A matter must be established by the testimony of 

two or three witnesses. 
§ Jesus goes the extra mile and is established by 4 witnesses: 

(1) The testimony of John the Baptist (vv.31-35) 
(2) The testimony of His works (v.36) 
(3) The testimony of the Father (vv.37-38)(Luke 3:22) 
(4) The testimony of Scripture (vv.39-47) 

§ Application #7 – Will I be Witness #5?  ______  How can I be a brightly 
burning light for Jesus Christ (like John the Baptist was; v.35)? _______ 
__________________________________________________________ 

§ A warning about our study of Scripture:  The Pharisees read, studied, and 
memorized the Bible more than almost all Christians today.  They 
memorized the entire Old Testament!!!  Yet they did not notice God 
when He was right in front of them! (vv.37-40)  We must avoid making 
the study of Scriptures a purely intellectual exercise.  We must not let 
knowledge of the Scriptures puff us up with pride (1 Corinth. 8:1). 

§ Jack Deere:  “Most of my life I’ve read the Bible more like a Pharisee 
than a New Testament Christian.  Most of my life I’ve made the mistake 
of believing God for too little.  For the rest of my life, if I have to make a 
mistake, it’s going to be believing God for too much.  But how can you 
believe an omnipresent, omniscient, omnipotent God for too much, 
especially when He himself says, ‘Everything is possible for him who 
believes’ (Mark 9:23)?” 

§ Dawson Trotman:  “I often ask Christians, ‘What’s the biggest thing 
you’ve asked God for this week?’  I remind them that they are going to 
God, the Father, the Maker of the universe.  The One who holds the 
world in His hands.  What did you ask for?  Did you ask for peanuts, 
toys, trinkets?  Or did you ask for continents?  I want to tell you, young 
people, it’s tragic!  The little itsy-bitsy things we ask of our Almighty 
God.  Sure nothing is too small – but, also, nothing is too big!  Let’s 
learn to ask our big God for some of those big things He talks about in 
Jeremiah 33:3: ‘Call unto Me and I will answer you, and show you great 
and mighty things that you know not.’” 

§ Application #8 – What BIG thing will I ask God for this week? _______ 
__________________________________________________________ 

 
Challenge to Memorize 10 Scriptures over These 21 Sundays 

q John 1:14, John 3:30, John 5:19 
 
 

Discussion Questions with Family, Friends, and Small Group 
1. Read John 5 and use these sermon notes to discuss the 7 questions that this 

chapter brings up.  As you discuss, reread the sections you are discussing.  As 
you feel comfortable, share your applications with each other. 


