
21 Day Journey Into The Bible 
“Jesus Teaches at a Convention” – John 7:1-53 

February 25, 2007 
 

Overview of Our Study Together 
 

21 DAY JOURNEY INTO THE BIBLE 
A Chapter by Chapter Study of the Gospel of John 

Outline Time Content Text Date 
Prologue 
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Introducing Jesus John 1:1-18 Jan  7 
 
 
 
 

Public Ministry 
 

of 
 

the Son of God 

Jesus Calls His First Disciples John 1:19-51 Jan 14 
Jesus Changes Water Into Wine John 2 Jan 21 
Jesus Says, “You Must Be Born 
Again” 

John 3 Jan 28 

Jesus Talks with a Sinful Woman John 4 Feb  4 
Jesus Heals a Paralyzed Man John 5 Feb 11 
Jesus Walks on Water John 6 Feb 18 
Jesus Teaches at a Convention John 7 Feb 25 
Jesus Deals with an Affair John 8 Mar  4 
Jesus Heals a Blind Man John 9 Mar 11 
Jesus Claims to Be God John 10 Mar 18 
Jesus Raises Lazarus from the 
Dead 

John 11 Mar 25 

Jesus Receives an Extravagant 
Gift 

John 12 Apr 22 
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Jesus Washes His Disciples’ Feet John 13 Apr 29 
Jesus Promises to Send Help (1) John 14 May  6 
Jesus Talks About Productivity John 15 May 13 
Jesus Promises to Send Help (2) John 16 May 20 
Jesus Prays for His Followers John 17 May 27 

Passion of the S.G. 
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Jesus Gets Arrested and Crucified John 18-19 Apr  1 
Post-Resurrection 

Appearances of the 
Son of God 

Jesus is Resurrected from the 
Dead 

John 20 Apr  8 

Jesus Restores Peter John 21 Apr 15 
 

Background and Big Picture of John 7 
§ The setting of John 7 = the Feast of Booths (Tabernacles) 
§ The Feast of Booths (Tabernacles) was a yearly celebration commanded by 

the Lord where the Jewish people remembered the journey they made out of 
slavery in Egypt to the Promised Land.  The Jewish people had lived in tents 
(booths) for 40 years during this journey.  So, to remember this, God had the 
Jewish people live in tents for 7 days in order to celebrate and remember 
(Leviticus 23:33-43).  Part of this celebration was also thanking God for his 
provision of harvest that year. 

§ Big Picture of John 7 
 

In the midst of the Feast of Booths, Jesus attempts to call people to leave the 
slavery of Egypt (legalism in the old covenant) and to enter the flowing 
waters of the Promised Land (new covenant).  This requires _____________. 

Seven Questions to Ask Myself from John 7 
 

1) Do I have a sense of strategic ________________ in my life? 
(vv.1-13,30) 
§ This is one of multiple times Jesus expresses this (John 2:4; 7:6,8,30; 

8:20; 12:23; 13:1; 17:1).  Jesus lives with a strong sense of mission, 
destiny, and timing. 

§ David lived this way also (much).  Repeatedly, Scripture says, “David 
inquired of the Lord….” (1 Samuel 23:2,4; 30:8; 2 Samuel 2:1; 5:19,23). 

§ Acts 13:36 (NASB) – David served the purpose of God in his own 
generation. 

§ Practical Tips from Jesus/David:  (1) Inquire of the Lord;  (2) Learn to 
say “no” (vv.6,8);  (3) Don’t let others control your agenda;  (4) You 
don’t have to share with everyone what your plans are (v.10). 

§ Application #1 – In what ways do I need to take control of my schedule 
and life rather than letting others decide it for me?  What do I need to say 
“no” to?  Am I inquiring of the Lord about things?  Will I?  Will I serve 
the purpose of God in my generation? ___________________________ 
__________________________________________________________ 

 

2) How will I respond to unbelief in _________________? (v.5)  
§ Unbelief in our family systems is painful and difficult to deal with 
§ Good News:  At least two of Jesus’ brothers go on to believe in Him.  

Jude writes a book of the Bible.  James becomes the leader of the 
Jerusalem Church (Acts 15:13-21), writes a book of the Bible, and 
becomes known as “camel knees.” 

§ The best way for a relative to believe is for them to have an encounter 
with the risen Christ (1 Corinthians 15:7). 

§ Application #2 – A family member that I am praying will move from 
unbelief to belief is _______________________________________. 
 

3) Will I become a “___________________”? (vv.14-19)  
§ Key verse = v.15 
§ The best way to grow in the Scriptures is NOT going to seminary, but 

rather becoming a “self-feeder” who is daily reading and studying and 
memorizing God’s Word through dependence on God’s Spirit. 

§ Application #3 – Develop the habit of a ________________________.  
Suggestions: 
o Allocate a daily time and place to have a quiet time 
o Systematically read and study one book of the Bible all the way 

through (15 minutes per day) using observation, interpretation, 
application. (See Rick Warren’s Bible Study Methods especially 
chapter on “The Devotional Method of Bible Study”) 

o Spend some time each day praying.  A good outline of prayer is 
A.C.T.S.: adoration, confession, thanksgiving, supplication, or 
praying through the Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:9-13). 

 



4) Will I focus on outward appearances or _________________ 
_____________ condition? (vv.19-26)  
§ Key verse = v.24 
§ Example = Sabbath (legalism vs. intent)(vv.23-24) 
§ 1 Samuel 16:7 – The Lord does not look at the things man looks at.  Man 

looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart. 
§ Examples today? ____________________________________________ 
§ Gary Thomas, author of Sacred Pathways, speaking at GF on June 10 
§ Application #4 – Lord, where am I more concerned about outward 

appearance than inward heart condition? _________________________   
I confess this to You as wrong.  Help me place value on the things that 
You place value on. 
 

5) Will I hold my ___________________ and see the bigger 
picture? (vv.26-36,40-53)  
§ Jesus has the self-discipline to hold His tongue when He could have told 

them that He was born in Bethlehem (Matthew 2; Micah 5:2).  This self-
discipline grew out of a strong sense of mission and timing and out of a 
very strong “self-esteem” (He knew who He was and where He was 
born!) 

§ Proverbs 10:19 – When words are many, sin is not absent, but he who 
holds his tongue is wise. 

§ Proverbs 21:23 – He who guards his mouth and his tongue keeps himself 
from calamity. 

§ James 3:3-6 - When we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey 
us, we can turn the whole animal. 4 Or take ships as an example. Although 
they are so large and are driven by strong winds, they are steered by a very 
small rudder wherever the pilot wants to go. 5 Likewise the tongue is a small 
part of the body, but it makes great boasts. Consider what a great forest is 
set on fire by a small spark. 6 The tongue also is a fire, a world of evil among 
the parts of the body. It corrupts the whole person, sets the whole course of 
his life on fire, and is itself set on fire by hell.  

§ Application #5 – Lord, I confess the wrong ways that I have been using 
my tongue: _______________________  Lord, I surrender control of my 
tongue to You.  Take control of my tongue and steer my ship.  Fill me 
up.  Speak through my lips.  Bring glory to Yourself through my words. 
 

6) Will I leave _____________________ and enter the Promised 
Land by faith? (vv.37-43)  
§ Context = last day of the Feast of Booths (Tabernacles) 
§ Remember the journey from Egypt to the Promised Land 

 

Egypt Promised Land 
Slavery Freedom 
Little Bounty 
Oppression Healthy 
Legalism Grace 
Old covenant New covenant 

 

§ Application #6a – What is my “Egypt”?  ________________________ 
Am I leaving my Egypt to go to God’s Promised Land for me? _______ 

§ The key to go from Egypt to the Promised Land is ________________. 
§ Hebrews 3:16-19 - Who were they who heard and rebelled? Were they 

not all those Moses led out of Egypt? 17 And with whom was He angry 
for forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, whose bodies fell in 
the desert? 18 And to whom did God swear that they would never enter 
His rest if not to those who disobeyed? 19 So we see that they were not 
able to enter, because of their unbelief.  

§ Hebrews 4:9-11 - There remains, then, a Sabbath-rest for the people of 
God; 10 for anyone who enters God's rest also rests from his own work, 
just as God did from His. 11 Let us, therefore, make every effort to enter 
that rest, so that no one will fall by following their example of 
disobedience.  

§ Application #6b – Will I believe? Will I trust God? Will I enter His rest? 
 

7) Will I allow the Spirit of Jesus Christ to ______________ in 
me and through me? (vv.37-39)  
§ How do I do this? 
§ Application #7 – Lord, I confess that I have not been allowing You to 

flow in and through me.  I confess that  I have been in control of my own 
life by ______________________________________.  I thank You for 
Your (already) forgiveness of this through my belief in Your Son Jesus 
Christ and His death on the cross.  I now ask You to take control of my 
life.  Sit on the throne of my life.  Sit in the driver’s seat of my life.  I 
believe.  I trust You with my entire life.  I trust You with ___________ 
and I ask You to take complete control of my life.  I surrender my life to 
You.  Fill me up and flow in and through me like streams of living water. 

 

Challenge to Memorize 10 Scriptures over These 21 Sundays 
q John 1:14, John 3:30, John 5:19; John 7:37-38 

 

Discussion Questions with Family, Friends, and Small Group 
1. Where were you born?  Anything interesting about your birth story? 
2. Read John 7 and use these sermon notes to discuss the 7 questions that this chapter 

brings up.  As you discuss, reread the sections of Scripture you are discussing.  As you 
feel comfortable, share your applications with each other. 

 

We Need Your Help With God’s Strategic Planning Process 
Dear Grace Fellowshippers:  Your church leadership is embarking on a strategic 
planning process seeking to hear from God on what He wants us to trust Him for 
over the next 8 years.  We need your help.  Would you pray and ask, “God, what 
do You want to do in and through this church over the next 8 years?”  When you 
close your eyes and think about the Year 2015, what do you see?  We’d love to 
hear from God through you.  Would you write down big picture dreams (in 1 or 2 
sentences) on an index card and put them in the offering plate or the wooden box 
on the main greeting table?  Or you can email your 2 sentence dreams to 
joleary@whatisgrace.org  by March 11.  Thanks!  We value your input! 


