
21 Day Journey Into The Bible 
“Jesus Restores Peter” – John 21:1-25 – April 15, 2007 

 

Overview of Our Study Together 
 

21 DAY JOURNEY INTO THE BIBLE 
A Chapter by Chapter Study of the Gospel of John 

Outline Time Content Text Date 
Prologue 
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Introducing Jesus John 1:1-18 Jan  7 

 
 
 
 

Public Ministry 
 

of 
 

the Son of God 

Jesus Calls His First Disciples John 1:19-51 Jan 14 
Jesus Changes Water Into Wine John 2 Jan 21 
Jesus Says, “You Must Be Born 
Again” 

John 3 Jan 28 

Jesus Talks with a Sinful Woman John 4 Feb  4 
Jesus Heals a Paralyzed Man John 5 Feb 11 
Jesus Walks on Water John 6 Feb 18 
Jesus Teaches at a Convention John 7 Feb 25 
Jesus Deals with an Affair John 8 Mar  4 
Jesus Heals a Blind Man John 9 Mar 11 
Jesus Claims to Be God John 10 Mar 18 
Jesus Raises Lazarus from the 
Dead 

John 11 Mar 25 

Jesus Receives an Extravagant 
Gift 

John 12 Apr 22 
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Jesus Washes His Disciples’ Feet John 13 Apr 29 
Jesus Promises to Send Help (1) John 14 May  6 
Jesus Talks About Productivity John 15 May 13 
Jesus Promises to Send Help (2) John 16 May 20 
Jesus Prays for His Followers John 17 May 27 

Passion of the S.G. 
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Jesus Gets Arrested and Crucified John 18-19 Apr  1 
Post-Resurrection 

Appearances of the 
Son of God 

Jesus is Resurrected from the 
Dead 

John 20 Apr  8 

Jesus Restores Peter John 21 Apr 15 
 

Peter’s Failure 
 

1. Peter’s _______________ that he would never disown Christ 
 

Matthew 26:31-35 - Then Jesus told them, "This very night you will all fall away on 
account of Me….”  33 Peter replied, "Even if all fall away on account of You, I never 
will." 34 "I tell you the truth," Jesus answered, "this very night, before the rooster 
crows, you will disown Me three times."  35 But Peter declared, "Even if I have to die 
with You, I will never disown You." 
 

2. Peter ________________ Christ 3 times 
 

Matthew 26:69-75 - Now Peter was sitting out in the courtyard, and a servant girl 
came to him. "You also were with Jesus of Galilee," she said. 70 But he denied it 
before them all. "I don't know what you're talking about," he said. 71 Then he went out 
to the gateway, where another girl saw him and said to the people there, "This fellow 
was with Jesus of Nazareth." 72 He denied it again, with an oath: "I don't know the 

man!" 73 After a little while, those standing there went up to Peter and said, "Surely 
you are one of them, for your accent gives you away." 74 Then he began to call down 
curses on himself and he swore to them, "I don't know the man!" Immediately a 
rooster crowed. 75 Then Peter remembered the word Jesus had spoken: "Before the 
rooster crows, you will disown Me three times." And he went outside and wept bitterly.  
 

John 18:18 - It was cold, and the servants and officials stood around a fire they had 
made to keep warm. Peter also was standing with them, warming himself.  

 

The Process Jesus Goes Through to Restore Peter (John 21) 
 

1. Jesus ______________ for Peter (Luke 22:31-32) 
§ Luke 22:31-32 - "Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift you as wheat. 32 

But I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when 
you have turned back, strengthen your brothers."   

§ Restoration begins with prayer – talking to God about the one who needs 
to be restored 

 

2. Jesus comes to where _________________ (John 21:1-6) 
§ Peter had gone 80 miles back to Galilee and was fishing 
 

3. Jesus ________________ Peter (John 21:7-14) 
§ Peter is the passionate one:  Jumps into the water and swims to shore 

 

4. Jesus _________________ Peter using very specific details of 
the original painful denials (John 21:15-17) 
§ Two very specific details that parallel Peter’s denials: 

1. Around a charcoal fire (18:18; 21:9) 
2. Three “Do you love me” questions paralleling 3 denials 

§ David Seamands: “Jesus, master Physician and Psychiatrist, forced Peter to 
stand near a charcoal fire.  Oh, how his memories and his shame must have 
burned within him. Three times he had denied his Lord and three times he was 
asked to affirm his love for Him – standing before those hot red coals.  Jesus used 
a fire of coals, somewhat like a ‘coal off the altar of fire’ used by the Lord in 
Isaiah 6, to cauterize and heal Peter’s pain and shame.  As he faced pain in all of 
its specifics, his memories were healed, and he was restored and recommissioned 
for service.” (p.78) 

§ Jesus is performing shame surgery:  Removing the cancer of shame from 
Peter.  It is painful surgery, but Jesus is restoring Peter as a lover of God! 

§ Interesting analysis of Jesus’ questions 
 

Verse Jesus’ question Peter’s answer Jesus’ command 
v.15 Do you agape Me more 

than these? 
I phileo You Feed My lambs 

v.16 Do you agape Me? I phileo You Take care of My 
sheep 

v.17 Do you phileo Me? I phileo You Feed My sheep 
 

§ These questions serve as a healing, restoration, forgiveness, and 
recommissioning of Peter for shepherding ministry. 

5. Jesus calls Peter once again to ________________ (21:18-25) 



§ This is an AMAZING parallel with Jesus’ first calling of Peter to be His 
disciple in Luke 5 - fish miracle and the call to follow Him.  What a 
beautiful, Hand-tailored restoration process to full discipleship by Jesus! 

§ Luke 5:10-11 - Then Jesus said to Simon, "Don't be afraid; from now on 
you will catch men." 11  So they pulled their boats up on shore, left 
everything and followed Him.  

§ Mike Bickle in The Pleasures of Loving God:  “I can be confident in the 
fact that God loves me in my immaturity, and in my immaturity, I return my love 
back to Him.  Along with that, because I am loved and I am a lover, I am 
successful in my humanity as a person during my time on the earth.  My primary 
success is because of that one spiritual principle and fact:  I am loved, and I am a 
lover of God.  No matter what else happens, in the most profound way, I am 
already successful because I have received His free love and have become a 
follower of Jesus.” 

§ We have the wrong definitions of failure and success!  God does not define 
us by our struggles or our mistakes or our “failures.”  God defines us by our 
relationship with Him as we believe in His Son Jesus.  God looked at Peter and 
He looks at you, and He says, “You are a success because I love you and you 
love Me (period).” 

§ Following Christ will not always be easy:  Jesus was predicting Peter’s 
martyrdom by crucifixion in v.18 (Peter was crucified upside down.) 

 

APPLICATION #1:  Be Restored Yourself 
 

MY SITUATION:   A way that I feel like I have failed God is _____ 
______________________________________________________. 
 

1. Know that Christ is praying for you right now 
§ Romans 8:34 – Christ Jesus… is at the right hand of God and is also 

interceding for us. (see also Hebrews 7:25). 
2. Know that Christ is coming to you right where you are 
3. Know that Christ is serving you Himself and through others 
4. Allow Christ to ___________________________ some of your 

painful experiences/failures and allow Him to restore you 
§ Is there a “charcoal fire” experience that I need to have in my healing 

process?  For some this might look like journaling all of the memories of 
the event, and then writing Scriptures across those pages like 1 John 1:9 
or Psalm 103:2-5,11-13.  For others it might look like returning to an old 
spot and praying or journaling there or getting prayed for there.  I sense 
God prompting me to _______________________________________. 

5. Decide once again to _____________________ and return to 
your first love 
§ Revelation 2:4-5 - Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken your 

first love. 5 Remember the height from which you have fallen! Repent and 
do the things you did at first. 

§ All of the apparent failures of Peter don’t hold a torch to what lies ahead 
for Peter.  In Acts 2, Peter tells a group of people about Jesus Christ and 3000 

men invite Christ into their lives in one day!  In Acts 3, Peter prays for a man and 
he is healed in Jesus’ name.  In Acts 4 and 5, the religious leaders “hold a gun to 
Peter’s head” and he does not flinch.  Jesus turned Peter’s failure into His glory, 
and He can do the same for you and me.  Our God deals in futures! 

 

APPLICATION #2:  Help Restore Others 
 

MY ASSIGNMENT:  A person that I feel like God is wanting me to 
help restore is __________________________________________. 
 

1. _____________ for that person 
 

2. Meet that person where they are 
§ What that looks like for my assignment: __________________________ 

 

3. ______________ that person 
§ What that looks like for my assignment: __________________________ 

 

4. As God leads, revisit some of the painful experiences and/or 
failures with that person with Christ 
§ What that looks like for my assignment: __________________________ 
 

5. Gently _____________ that person to follow Christ anew 
§ What that looks like for my assignment: __________________________ 
§ A Challenge to Grace Fellowship:  Let’s trust God to be fishers of men.  

Let’s trust God that every 7 of us would “catch” 153 people for Christ. 
 

A Prayer to be a Fisher of People 
Lord, would You use me (along with 6 other people) to “catch” 153 
people for Christ for Your glory.  I make myself available to You.  I 
leave everything to follow You. 

 

§ By the way:  Without Christ, you will catch no fish (John 21:3; 15:5).  
Always plug into the Vine (Christ) before attempting to fish for people, 
and not only will we catch lots of fish… but the nets will not break! 

§ This whole chapter can be condensed to 3 statements:  (1) Do you love 
Me?  (2) Feed My sheep;  (3) Follow Me. 

 

Discussion Questions with Family, Friends, and Small Group 
1. Have you ever seen God “restore” someone who had drifted far from Him? 
2. Read John 21 and use these sermon notes to discuss the process of restoration.  As you 

discuss, reread the sections of Scripture you are discussing. 
3. In what ways do you need “restoring” in your fellowship with God?  How has God 

been pursuing you?  What is the next step for you? 
4. Do you feel like God has an assignment for you in helping restore someone else?  

What do you think you part is and how can we pray for you in that? 
5. Pray for your “Top Ten List” of “fish” (people) you want to see come to Christ. 


