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Overview of Our Study Together 
 

21 DAY JOURNEY INTO THE BIBLE 
A Chapter by Chapter Study of the Gospel of John 

Outline Time Content Text Date 
Prologue 
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Introducing Jesus John 1:1-18 Jan  7 
 
 
 
 

Public Ministry 
 

of 
 

the Son of God 

Jesus Calls His First Disciples John 1:19-51 Jan 14 
Jesus Changes Water Into Wine John 2 Jan 21 
Jesus Says, “You Must Be Born 
Again” 

John 3 Jan 28 

Jesus Talks with a Sinful Woman John 4 Feb  4 
Jesus Heals a Paralyzed Man John 5 Feb 11 
Jesus Walks on Water John 6 Feb 18 
Jesus Teaches at a Convention John 7 Feb 25 
Jesus Deals with an Affair John 8 Mar  4 
Jesus Heals a Blind Man John 9 Mar 11 
Jesus Claims to Be God John 10 Mar 18 
Jesus Raises Lazarus from the 
Dead 

John 11 Mar 25 

Jesus Receives an Extravagant 
Gift 

John 12 Apr 22 
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Jesus Washes His Disciples’ Feet John 13 Apr 29 
Jesus Promises to Send Help (1) John 14 May  6 
Jesus Talks About Productivity John 15 May 13 
Jesus Promises to Send Help (2) John 16 May 20 
Jesus Prays for His Followers John 17 May 27 

Passion of the S.G. 
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Jesus Gets Arrested and Crucified John 18-19 Apr  1 
Post-Resurrection 

Appearances of the 
Son of God 

Jesus is Resurrected from the 
Dead 

John 20 Apr  8 

Jesus Restores Peter John 21 Apr 15 
 
Outline of John 12 
§ vv.1-11 – Mary anoints Jesus 
§ vv.12-19 – Palm Sunday: Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem 
§ vv.20-36 – The Greeks want to interview Jesus (Death predicted) 
§ vv.37-50 – Belief versus unbelief 
 
Five Questions to Ask Myself from John 12 
 

1) Am I putting my trust in __________ or humans? (vv.12-19) 
§ Palm branches were commonly used in celebration of a victory 
§ Messianic prophecies are being fulfilled and nobody fully realizes it at 

that moment! (Psalm 118:25 and Zechariah 8:8) 

§ The same crowd that is celebrating and worshipping Jesus here (vv.12-
18) yells for Him to be crucified 5 days later (John 19:14-15; Matthew 
27:20-26).  Conclude:  Relationships can change really, really fast… and 
dramatically! 

§ Proverbs 27:6 – Wounds from a friend can be trusted, but an enemy 
multiplies kisses. 

§ Proverbs 28:23 – He who rebukes a man will in the end gain more favor 
than he who has a flattering tongue. 

§ Ultimate lesson: Put your trust in God…not humans. 
§ Jeremiah 17:5-8 – Cursed is the one who trusts in man, who depends on 

flesh for his strength….  But blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, 
whose confidence is in Him. 

§ Application #1 – Who am I ultimately looking to for strength and 
confidence and stability… people or God? ___________  What steps do I 
need to take to “seek first the Kingdom of God” (Matthew 6:33)? ______ 
__________________________________________________________ 

 
2) Do I have a ____________________ of the church? (vv.20-36) 

§ vv.20-22 – These Greeks would have been considered “outsiders” 
compared to the majority of people who were in Jerusalem for the Feast 
of Passover 

§ Jesus’ response in vv.23-36 seems to have nothing to do with the Greeks’ 
inquiry of vv.20-22.  However, from a more aerial view, Jesus appears to 
be saying, “I have not come to die just for the Jews but for everyone!” 
(v.32) 

§ Application #2 – Grace Fellowship, let’s be a place where there are no 
“outsiders.”  Let’s be a place where all people feel welcomed and 
included: rich, poor, big homes, little homes, this school, that school, 
African, Asian, Caucasian, Hispanic, Eskimo, South American, churched 
background, unchurched background, single, married, kids, no kids.  
Let’s be a beautiful Mosaic that resembles the Throne Room of heaven! 

§ Revelation 7:9-10 - After this I looked and there before me was a great 
multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and 
language, standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb. They were 
wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands.  
And they cried out in a loud voice: "Salvation belongs to our God, who 
sits on the throne, and to the Lamb." 

 
3) Do I have a biblical view of __________________? (vv.23-33)  

§ The kernel of wheat (seed) illustration (v.24) 
§ The illustration applied to Jesus (vv.27-33) 
§ The illustration applied to us (vv.25-26) 
§ This is a major paradigm shift.  We tend to view pain and suffering as 

bad and as something to be avoided.  Jesus, here, embraces suffering as 
necessary to bear fruit that glorifies God. 



§ Watchman Nee:  “The Holy Spirit has not ceased working.  He makes sure one 
event after another and one difficulty after another comes to us.  These 
disciplinary workings of the Holy Spirit have but one purpose – to break our 
outward man so that our inward man may come through.  Yet here is our 
difficulty – we fret over trifles, we murmur at small losses, and we complain 
about insignificant things.  The Lord is ever finding and preparing a way in order 
to use us.  Yet when His hand slightly touches us, we begin to feel unhappy – 
even to the extent of quarreling with God and having a negative attitude.  Since 
the time when we were saved, we have been touched by the Lord many times in 
various ways – all with the purpose of breaking our outward man.  Whether we 
are conscious of it or not, the aim of the Lord is to break this stubborn vessel 
called our outward man.” 

§ Application #3 – Am I willing for my outer shell to be broken so that 
new life and fruit might sprout forth from my life? __________  How is 
God possibly trying to do this in my life right now? ________________ 
____________________ Am I allowing it?  Am I working with God or 
against God in what He is trying to do? __________________________ 
My prayer regarding this is ___________________________________. 

 

Lord Jesus, I pick up my cross and I follow You.  Lord, I hate my life in 
this world so that I may keep my life eternal.  I invite You to break the 
shell of my outer person so that Your life-giving Spirit might sprout forth 
and grow the life and fruit that You want to grow in and through my life.  
I trust You with this prayer.  I know You love me more than I love 
myself.  I trust You.  Have Your way in my life. 

 
4) Whose ______________________ do I value more – God’s or 

man’s? (vv.37-50)  
§ vv.37-50 contrasts belief and unbelief in response to Jesus 
§ Ray Stedman: “Many people read this (vv.37-41) and misunderstand because it 

sounds as though it is God’s fault that the people don’t believe….  The fact is, 
these people had an opportunity to believe.  They were invited to believe.  They 
were shown miracle after miracle, evidence upon evidence.  It is not that God 
arbitrarily chooses some to be saved and some to be damned.  These people have 
made a choice to reject the truth, and God simply seals and notarizes a choice 
they have already made.  This is simply a restatement of a spiritual fact of life:  
What you choose and what you persist in doing is what you will eventually 
become.  If you persist in refusing and rejecting the truth, you will eventually 
lose your ability to even recognize the truth when it is right before your eyes.” 

§ FF Bruce: “Not one of them was fated to be incapable of belief; it is made plain 
below (verse 42) that some did in fact believe.  But the Old Testament prediction 
had to be fulfilled, and fulfilled it was in those who, as a matter of fact, did not 
believe.  From the New Testament writers’ point of view, the unreceptive hearing 
which Isaiah promised was not exhausted in the circumstances of his personal 
ministry: it was experienced by one prophet after another and found its definitive 
fulfillment in the unreceptive hearing given to Him of whom the prophets spoke.” 

§ Key verses:  vv.42-43 
§ doxa = glory, praise, honor, worship 
§ Literally: “They loved the glory of men more than the glory of God.” 

§ Application #4 – In what ways am I seeking the glory of man over the 
glory of God? 

 

My Tendency Change I Want to Make 
I tend to be more concerned about 
what PEOPLE think about my 
physical features than the fact that 
GOD chose to give me those 
features 

Rest in who I am exactly the way God 
created me and that God looks at me 
and says “very good” (Gen. 1:31) and 
“masterpiece” (Ephesians 2:10) 

I tend to be more concerned about 
pleasing my boss or coworkers 
regardless of whether this causes me 
to compromise my morals/ethics 

Honor God by submitting to the 
authority of my boss (Eph. 6:5-8) 
except when doing so violates the 
standards of God’s Word (Acts 4:19-20; 
5:29).  Do my job as unto the Lord 
(Colossians 3:23-24). 

I don’t speak up about my faith out 
of fear for what others will think 
about me 

Speak boldly about God and faith (Acts 
4:29-31)… yet always be full of grace 
(Colossians 4:6). 

I tend to work for money and my 
fame and the things of this world 

Seek first the Kingdom of God 
(Matthew 6:33) 

I seek to please people Seek first the Kingdom of God (ditto) 
 
 

 

 
5) What costly ___________________________ will I do to show 

my love for Jesus Christ? (vv.1-11)   
§ Some of the characteristics of Mary’s act of devotion: 

1. Doing this to Jesus’ feet was the lowest job of service possible in 
that day.  On top of that, she applied the oil with her hair! 

2. It cost her a year of wages (v.5).  (What did you make last year?) 
3. It probably cost her the ability to marry.  This was probably her 

dowry.  In doing this, she was probably committing herself to 
singleness/celibacy for life. 

4. Her act of worship could be sensed in the entire house (v.3). 
5. Jesus viewed this as anointing for His burial (v.7). 
6. This act required something to be broken (Mark 14:3). 

§ Application #5 – What costly act of devotion will I do to show my love 
for Jesus Christ? ___________________________________________ 

§ P.S.  He loves you just as much… even if you don’t do a costly act of 
devotion for Him.  Nothing you can say or do will cause God to love you 
any more or any less than He already does in Christ Jesus. 

 
Challenge to Memorize 10 Scriptures over These 21 Sundays 

q John 1:14, 3:30; 5:19; 7:37-38; 8:31-32; 11:25-26 
 

Discussion Questions with Family, Friends, and Small Group 
1. Read John 12 and use these sermon notes to discuss the 5 questions contained in these 

notes.  As you discuss, reread the sections of Scripture you are discussing.  As you feel 
comfortable doing so, share your applications.  Pray for each other. 


