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Overview of Our Study Together 
 

21 DAY JOURNEY INTO THE BIBLE 
A Chapter by Chapter Study of the Gospel of John 

Outline Time Content Text Date 
Prologue 
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Introducing Jesus John 1:1-18 Jan  7 
 
 
 
 

Public Ministry 
 

of 
 

the Son of God 

Jesus Calls His First Disciples John 1:19-51 Jan 14 
Jesus Changes Water Into Wine John 2 Jan 21 
Jesus Says, “You Must Be Born 
Again” 

John 3 Jan 28 

Jesus Talks with a Sinful Woman John 4 Feb  4 
Jesus Heals a Paralyzed Man John 5 Feb 11 
Jesus Walks on Water John 6 Feb 18 
Jesus Teaches at a Convention John 7 Feb 25 
Jesus Deals with an Affair John 8 Mar  4 
Jesus Heals a Blind Man John 9 Mar 11 
Jesus Claims to Be God John 10 Mar 18 
Jesus Raises Lazarus from the 
Dead 

John 11 Mar 25 

Jesus Receives an Extravagant 
Gift 

John 12 Apr 22 
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Jesus Washes His Disciples’ Feet John 13 Apr 29 
Jesus Promises to Send Help (1) John 14 May  6 
Jesus Talks About Productivity John 15 May 13 
Jesus Promises to Send Help (2) John 16 May 20 
Jesus Prays for His Followers John 17 May 27 

Passion of the S.G. 

A
 F

ew
 

D
ay

s 

Jesus Gets Arrested and Crucified John 18-19 Apr  1 
Post-Resurrection 

Appearances of the 
Son of God 

Jesus is Resurrected from the 
Dead 

John 20 Apr  8 

Jesus Restores Peter John 21 Apr 15 
 
Outline of John 13 
§ v.1 – Intro to the Upper Room Discourse (all of John 13-17) 
§ vv.2-17 – Jesus washes His disciples’ feet 
§ vv.18-32 – Jesus predicts his betrayal by Judas 
§ vv.33-38 – A new command and Peter’s denials predicted 
 
Some Introductory Thoughts on the Upper Room Discourse (v.1) 
§ This discourse (John 13-17) covers a few hours on Thursday night as the 

disciples eat the Passover meal together and then walk to the Garden of 
Gethsemane 

§ This is the longest account of these hours among all the Gospels 
§ This is not the crowds…. just the disciples 
§ John does not include the Lord’s Supper (Communion) 

Six Questions to Ask Myself from John 13 
 

1) What has the devil been __________________ me to do? (v.2)  
§ ballo = to throw; to throw into the heart; to prompt 
§ We have a choice whether or not to “catch” what is thrown at us 
§ 1 Corinthians 10:13 - No temptation has seized you except what is 

common to man. And God is faithful; He will not let you be tempted 
beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, He will also 
provide a way out so that you can stand up under it. 

§ Application #1 – What has the devil been throwing at me? ___________ 
Have I been catching it or dodging it? ____________   The proactive 
steps that I want to take to overcome these temptations/devil-promptings 
are _______________________________________________________. 

 
2) What ____________________________ can I do for someone 

else? (vv.3-5) 
§ vv.3-5 do NOT say… 
§ Greatness is defined by service! 
§ William Barclay: “The roads of Palestine were unsurfaced and uncleaned.  In 

dry weather they were inches deep in dust and in wet weather they were liquid 
mud.  The shoes ordinary people wore were sandals, which were simply soles 
held on to the foot by a few straps.  They gave little protection against the dust or 
the mud of the roads.  For that reason there were always great waterpots at the 
door of a house; and a servant was there with a ewer and a towel to wash the 
soiled feet of the guests as they came in.  Jesus’ little company of friends had no 
servants.  The duties which servants would carry out in wealthier circles they 
must have shared among each other.  It may well be that on the night of this last 
meal together they had gotten themselves into such a state of competitive pride 
that not one of them would accept the duty of seeing that the water and the towels 
were there to wash the feet of the company as they came in.” 

§ Luke 22:24-27 – A dispute arose among the disciples as to which of them 
was considered to be greatest. 25 Jesus said to them, "The kings of the 
Gentiles lord it over them; and those who exercise authority over them 
call themselves Benefactors. 26 But you are not to be like that. Instead, 
the greatest among you should be like the youngest, and the one who 
rules like the one who serves…. I am among you as one who serves.” 

§ Elmer Towns: “Footwashing was the duty of a slave, and even then, a 
slave of Jewish birth could not be forced to wash feet.” 

§ Application #2 – What lowly act of service can I do for someone else this 
week?  The person I sense God prompting me to service is ___________.  
The act of service I sense God prompting me to perform is… 
q A honey-do that she has been wanting me to do 
q Do so-n-so’s chores for them 
q Do the dishes 
q Cook dinner 
q Take out the trash 
q Help so-n-so with such-n-such a project 



q Stop watching TV and spend time with ______________ 
q Play a game with _______________ 
q Clean the house 
q Fix up the yard 
q Wash the windows 
q Wash the car 
q Wash the dog 
q Go to a small group with my spouse 
q Call a friend to check on them 
q Send out a prayer note or an encouragement note 
q Other: ______________________________________________ 
 

3) How have I been trying to tell ________ what to do? (vv.6-8)  
§ Peter’s objection was a mixture of humility and pride: humility in that he 

did not want Jesus to perform this menial task on him; pride in that he 
was trying to tell the God of the universe what to do or not do! 

§ Application #3 – How have I been trying to tell God what to do? ______ 
______________________  Will I submit myself to God’s will and plans 
even if they do not make sense to me? _______________________ 
 

4) How can I administer the “__________________”? (vv.12-17)  
§ There has been an ongoing debate between Protestants and Catholics on 

how many sacraments there are. 
§ Sacrament = “a thing set apart as sacred” (Protestant would add “by 

Jesus Himself” – i.e. commanded by Christ Himself).  Much of the 
writings about sacraments claim that these ceremonies are both 
symbolic (a picture of a spiritual truth) and that Christ is present in the 
actual ceremony participating with the participants. 

§ Protestant churches believe Jesus set apart 2 ceremonies as sacred for 
His Church:  
1. Baptism (Matthew 28:19) 
2. Communion (1 Corinthians 11:24-25) 

§ Catholic churches set apart 7 ceremonies as sacred: 
1. The Sacrament of Baptism 
2. The Sacrament of Confirmation 
3. The Sacrament of The Eucharist 
4. The Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation (Confession) 
5. The Anointing of the Sick (or Extreme Unction) 
6. The Sacrament of Holy Orders (Ordination) 
7. The Sacrament of Matrimony 

§ Jim:  I would probably side with the Protestant definition of sacrament, 
but by that definition, I would add a 3rd sacrament – the sacrament of 
footwashing (John 13:14-17).  Or you could call this The Sacrament of 
Serving Others.  I believe that the act of serving others is just as holy 
(sacramental) as Communion and Baptism! 

§ Application #4 – Who can I administer the 3rd sacrament to this week? 
_____________ and how? __________________________________ 

§ P.S.  Christ makes a promise to us as we administer this 3rd sacrament 
(v.17).  His promise is that it will make us _____________________. 

 
5) Will I _________________________ of Him? (vv.18-32)  

§ Jesus predicted ahead of time that Judas would betray Him.  He knew all 
of this ahead of time, and yet He allowed it to happen!  This shows the 
depth of His love for us in going to the cross to die for the sins of the 
world.  God sovereignly takes the evil of satan/Judas and uses it to bring 
glory to Himself (vv.31-32) and salvation to the world.  I’m speechless. 

§ Application #5 – Stand in awe of God and His plans and His love for us.  
Stand in awe of all that He was willing to do and endure for us.  Stand in 
awe of His sovereignty.  Worship Him. 

§ Romans 11:33-36 – Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God!  How unsearchable His judgments, and His paths 
beyond tracing out!  Who has known the mind of the Lord?  Or who has 
been His counselor?  Who has ever given to God, that God should repay 
him? For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things.  To Him 
be the glory forever!  Amen. 

 
6) Who is God calling me to __________ this week? (vv.33-38)   

§ Key verses = vv.34-35 
§ We are called to love one another… in the same way that Jesus has loved 

us.  How did Jesus love us? Sacrificially and with service. 
§ Application #6 – Whom is God calling me to love sacrificially and with 

service? ______________  How will I do that? ____________________ 
__________________________________________________________ 

§ By the way… this is evangelism!!!  Verse 35 indicates that when we love 
each other (fellow believers) really, really well… that the world 
(unbelievers) want to join us (Acts 2:44-47).  Let’s love each other really, 
really, really, really well!!!!! 

 
 
Challenge to Memorize 10 Scriptures over These 21 Sundays 

q John 1:14, 3:30; 5:19; 7:37-38; 8:31-32; 11:25-26; 13:34-35 
 
 

Discussion Questions with Family, Friends, and Small Group 
1. Read John 13 and use these sermon notes to discuss the 6 questions contained in these 

notes.  As you discuss, reread the sections of Scripture you are discussing.  As you feel 
comfortable doing so, share your applications.  Pray for each other. 


