
21 Day Journey Into The Bible 
“Jesus Talks About Productivity” – John 15:1-27 

May 13, 2007 
 

Overview of Our Study Together 
 

21 DAY JOURNEY INTO THE BIBLE 
A Chapter by Chapter Study of the Gospel of John 

Outline Time Content Text Date 
Prologue 
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Introducing Jesus John 1:1-18 Jan  7 
 
 
 
 

Public Ministry 
 

of 
 

the Son of God 

Jesus Calls His First Disciples John 1:19-51 Jan 14 
Jesus Changes Water Into Wine John 2 Jan 21 
Jesus Says, “You Must Be Born 
Again” 

John 3 Jan 28 

Jesus Talks with a Sinful Woman John 4 Feb  4 
Jesus Heals a Paralyzed Man John 5 Feb 11 
Jesus Walks on Water John 6 Feb 18 
Jesus Teaches at a Convention John 7 Feb 25 
Jesus Deals with an Affair John 8 Mar  4 
Jesus Heals a Blind Man John 9 Mar 11 
Jesus Claims to Be God John 10 Mar 18 
Jesus Raises Lazarus from the 
Dead 

John 11 Mar 25 

Jesus Receives an Extravagant 
Gift 

John 12 Apr 22 
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Jesus Washes His Disciples’ Feet John 13 Apr 29 
Jesus Promises to Send Help (1) John 14 May  6 
Jesus Talks About Productivity John 15 May 13 
Jesus Promises to Send Help (2) John 16 May 20 
Jesus Prays for His Followers John 17 May 27 

Passion of the S.G. 
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Jesus Gets Arrested and Crucified John 18-19 Apr  1 
Post-Resurrection 

Appearances of the 
Son of God 

Jesus is Resurrected from the 
Dead 

John 20 Apr  8 

Jesus Restores Peter John 21 Apr 15 
 
What John 15 is All About 
§ If I had to summarize this entire chapter with two words, they would be 

___________________________(John 15:2,2,2,4,4,5,8,16) 
§ To bear fruit means to lead a productive life – God’s definition of a 

productive life.  And this glorifies God (John 15:8). 
 
God’s Definition of a Productive Life (a word study on “fruit”) 
1. FRUIT OF __________________ - To lead a productive life is to display 

certain character qualities that God highly values: love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, gentleness, faithfulness, self-control (Galatians 5:22-23; 
Ephesians 5:9; Philippians 1:11). 

2. ________________ - To lead a productive life is to impact other people’s 
lives forever (John 4:36). 

3. GOOD WORKS - To lead a productive life is to do things that help other 
people – what the Bible calls “good works” (Colossians 1:10). 

4. _______________ - To lead a productive life is to lead a changed life – a life 
that turns away from sin and looks more and more like God’s life (Luke 3:8; 
Romans 6:22). 

5. STEWARDSHIP - To lead a productive life is to invest your finances in 
things that advance the Kingdom of God (Romans 15:28). 

6. ________________ - To lead a productive life is to call attention to the most 
important thing in the universe: God… praising Him (Hebrews 13:15). 

 
A Productivity Self-Test (1=no fruit; 10=lots of big gigantic grapes) 
1. In bearing the fruit of the Spirit, I give myself a…  ____ 
2. In bearing the fruit of reaching souls for Christ, I give myself a… ____ 
3. In bearing the fruit of good works, I give myself a…  ____ 
4. In bearing the fruit of holy living, I give myself a…  ____ 
5. In bearing fruit through financial giving, I give myself a… ____ 
6. In bearing the fruit of praise and worship, I give myself a… ____ 
 
A John 15 Productivity Self-Test – Which of the following phrases 
from John 15 would you use to describe your fruit-bearing? 

q No fruit (v.2a) 
q Fruit (v.2b) 
q More fruit (v.2c) 
q Much fruit (v.8) 
q Fruit that will last (v.16) 

 
Note:  If there is no fruit in your life, then you need to reconsider whether you 
have actually had a conversion experience (vv.2,6). 

 
The Most Important Thing You Will Hear Me Say Today 
§ According to Jesus in John 15, the key to bearing more fruit is NOT trying 

harder.  The key to bearing more fruit is NOT working on doing better at 
sharing your faith, doing good works, giving financially, worshipping, or 
living holy.  The key to bearing more fruit is NOT working on being more 
loving, more joyful, more peaceful, more patient, more kind, more good, 
more gentle, more faithful, or having more self-control. 
 

§ The key to bearing more fruit is _________________ in Christ (John 14:31c; 
15:1-8). 
 

q ANALOGY #1: A BRANCH ABIDING IN A VINE 
 

q ANALOGY #2: AN APPLICANCE PLUGGING INTO AN 
ELECTRICAL SOCKET 

 

q ANALOGY #3:  A HEALTHY RELATIONSHIP – A FRIENDSHIP 
(John 15:12-15) 

 



Aspects of This Abiding Relationship (John 15) 
 

1) _______________ – You want to abide in Him (vv.4-5) 
§ Relationships happen when you desire for them to happen.  When you 

choose to make them happen. 
§ Matthew 5:6 – Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 

righteousness, for they will be filled. 
 

2) __________________________ – You talk to Him (vv.7,15,16)  
§ Relationships happen through talking to one another. 
§ Challenge #1:  Have a daily time with God where you talk to Him 

(sermon August 2007) 
§ Challenge #2:  Talk to God throughout your day (1 Thess. 5:17) 

 
3) _________________ – You risk asking (vv.7,16) 

§ Relationships involve risk. 
§ God the Father is pictured as the Gardener (v.1) tending to the care and 

needs of the vineyard – lovingly taking care of each branch. 
§ Challenge #3:  If you could ask God for anything, knowing He would 

grant your request, what would you ask Him for? _________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
4)  THINKING _____________________________ – Your mind 

is saturated with His Word (v.7)  
§ When relationships grow deep, you begin to think each others’ thoughts. 
§ The reason Jesus says what He says in Verse 7:  When your mind is 

saturated with the Word of God, you will begin to ask for the very things 
that God wants you to ask. 

§ 1 John 5:14-15 - This is the confidence we have in approaching God: 
that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. 15 And if we 
know that He hears us - whatever we ask - we know that we have what 
we asked of Him.  

§ Challenge #4:  Have a daily time with God where you spend time in His 
Word.  Get a Bible reading plan of some kind.  Helpful tools at 
www.lifejournal.cc. We will do a sermon on this in August 2007. 
 

5) _________________ – You obey Him (v.10)  
§ Relationships are based on respect. 
§ Challenge #5:  Are there any of God’s commands that you know that you 

are not obeying right now? __________________________________ 
________________________________________________________ 

§ If so, tell God you are sorry, repent (change your mind and determine to 
obey), ask for God’s power, and then begin obeying His command. 

§ The power to obey is the sap of the Holy Spirit running through us 
(Ephesians 5:18). 

 
6) _____________ – You abide in Christ by loving others (vv.9-

13,17)  
§ Jesus’ #1 command is to love one another. 
§ Challenge #6:  Is there anybody that I am not loving right now? ______ 

_______________________  How can I “lay down my life” (v.13) and 
love this person this week? ___________________________________ 
 

7) ___________ - You abide in Christ by allowing Him to prune 
you (vv.2,18-27)  
§ Relationships always involve pain, but it is the very thing that makes the 

relationship go deeper. 
§ Grape vines bear more fruit when they are pruned (v.2).  Note that these 

vines were bearing fruit.  Pruning is not punishment – it is healthy 
gardening. 

§ God the Father is the Master Gardener who does the pruning necessary 
for the ultimate good of the vineyard (vv.1-2) 

§ James 1:2-4 (The Message) – Consider it a sheer gift, friends, when tests 
and challenges come at you from all sides.  You know that under 
pressure, your faith-life is forced into the open and shows its true colors.  
So don’t try to get out of anything prematurely.  Let it do its work so that 
you become mature and well-developed, not deficient in any way. 

§ Kent Hughes: “God’s hand is never closer than when he prunes the vine.  
During those times of severest cutting when, to us, He may seem to have 
departed, He is the closest.” 

§ Kent Hughes:  “When the gardener does his pruning well, he leaves little 
more than the vine.  Similarly, the more we are pruned, the more of 
Christ there is in our lives!” 

§ Challenge #7:  Trust the Gardener with His pruning in your life. 
 

Closing Challenge #8:  Do you really believe that “apart from 
Christ you can do nothing”?  (John 15:5) 

§ Psalms 127:1 - Unless the LORD builds the house, its builders labor in 
vain. 

§ When we work, we work; when we pray, God works. 
§ Philippians 4:13 – I can do all things through Christ who strengthens 

me. 
§ “One thing” (Psalm 27:4; Luke 10:42; Philippians 3:7-8) 

 
Challenge to Memorize 10 Scriptures over These 21 Sundays 

q John 1:14, 3:30; 5:19; 7:37-38; 8:31-32; 11:25-26; 13:34-35; 15:5 
 

Discussion Questions with Family, Friends, and Small Group 
1. Read John 15 and use these sermon notes to discuss it.  As you discuss, reread the 

sections of Scripture you are discussing.  As you feel comfortable doing so, share your 
applications.  Pray for each other. 


