
Christmas Eve Message 
“The Christmas Prayer Experiment” 

December 24, 2014 
 
 

The Original Christmas Sequence of Events (Harmony of the Gospels) 

 Birth of John announced to Zachariah (Luke 1:5-25) 

 Birth of Jesus announced to Mary (Luke 1:26-38) 

 Mary visits her cousin Elizabeth (Luke 1:39-56)(The Magnificat) 

 Birth of John the Baptist (Luke 1:57-80)(The Benedictus) 

 The Angel Gabriel appears to Joseph (Matthew 1:18-25) 

 Birth of Jesus in Bethlehem (Luke 2:1-7) 

 Angels announce birth to shepherds; shepherds visit Baby Jesus (Luke 2:8-
20)(The Gloria in Excelsis Deo) 

 Day trip to Jerusalem and back (Luke 2:21-38)(The Nunc Dimittis) 

 Jesus’ family lives in Bethlehem in a house for ~2 years (Matthew 2:7,11,16) 

 Magi visit Child Jesus in house in Bethlehem (Matthew 2:1-12) 

 Jesus’ family flees to Egypt (Matthew 2:13-15) 

 Herod murders all toddlers and babies in Bethlehem (Matthew 2:16-18) 

 Jesus’ family moves to Nazareth after Herod’s death (Matthew 2:19-23) 
 

Day Trip to Jerusalem and Back (Luke 2:21-38) 
 v.21 – Jesus circumcised and named on Day 8 (Leviticus 12:3) 

 vv.22-24 – Purification sacrifice on Day 41 (Leviticus 12:4-6; Exodus 13:2,12) 
o Note:  Mary/Joseph’s use of turtledoves shows their poverty level (Lev. 12:8) 

 vv.25-35 – Encounter with Simeon 
o The hymn of Simeon in vv.29-32 is referred to as The Nunc Dimittis from the 

first words of the Latin translation “Now Dismiss” 
o “consolation of Israel” = promised Messiah (Isa. 40:1; 49:13; 51:3; 57:18; 61:2) 
o Jesus came for both Jews and Gentiles (all nations) 
o “sword” refers to Mary’s future sorrow at Jesus’ crucifixion (John 19:25) 

 vv.36-38 – Encounter with Anna the Prophetess  

 Video: “The News O Come, O Come Emmanuel” [3:44] at sermonspice.com 
 

The 40 Day Prayer Experiment 
 

1. ______________ what to pray for. 
 Three criteria: 

1) Something specific.  
o P.Y. Cho: “God doesn’t answer vague prayers.” 

2) Something that only God can do. 
3) Something on your heart. 

o Psalm 37:4 – Delight yourself in the Lord, and He will give you 
the desires of your heart. 

 Bob’s prayer experiment 
 Thomas Bruce’s prayer experiment: “Adopt a Terrorist for Prayer” 

(www.atfp.org)  
 

2. Pray every day for _______________. 
 January 1 thru February 9, 2015 
 Pray believing that God is going to answer your prayer. 
 Faith is not the absence of doubt, but rather believing in spite of 

doubts. 
 Philip Yancey:  “Doubt always coexists with faith, for in the presence of 

certainty who would need faith at all?” 
 The Bible is full of people of faith who had doubts: David (Psalm 10:1; 

13:1-2; 22:1-2); Moses (Exodus 3:11-4:13; 5:22-23; Numbers 20:9-12); 
Thomas (John 20:24-25); Peter (John 18:15-18,25-27); all of the 
disciples (Mark 14:50). 

 Mark 9:24 (NKJV) – Immediately the father of the child cried out and 
said with tears, “Lord, I believe; help my unbelief.” 

 Matthew 17:20 – I tell you the truth, if you have faith as small as a 
mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, “Move from here to there” 
and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you.  

 Mark 5:36 (LB) – But Jesus ignored their comments and said to Jairus, 
“Don’t be afraid. Just trust Me.” 

 Daniel 3:17-18 – “God is able… He will… but even if He does not….” 
 Rowland Bingham: “I do not have a great deal of faith, but I have had a 

little faith in a great God, and that great God would not let His causes 
fail.” 

 The prayer experiment of 71 atheists 
 Bill Wilson’s prayer experiment 

 

3. ______________________ the first 6 Sundays of the year to 
learn more about prayer. 
 

THE 40 DAY PRAYER EXPERIMENT 
A Six Week Study of The Lord’s Prayer 

Date Message Title Text 
Jan  4 The 40 Day Prayer Experiment Matthew 6:1-18 

Jan 11 Pray Passionately Matthew 6:9 

Jan 18 Pray Strategically Matthew 6:10 

Jan 25 Pray Earnestly Matthew 6:11 

Feb  1 Pray Honestly Matthew 6:12 

Feb  8 Pray Authoritatively Matthew 6:13 

Feb 15 Testimonies from the Prayer Experiment Open mic 
 

4. Come to church on Sunday, February 15, to hear and share 
how the prayer experiment went. 

5. ______________ someone along for the journey. 

http://www.atfp.org/

