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Thirst Revival Conference 
On March 29 thru April 1, Grace Fellowship will be hosting Life Action 

Ministries to lead us in four days of revival services. 

 
Definition of Revival 
 J.I. Packer: “Revival is a work of God by His Spirit through His word, bringing 

the spiritually dead to living faith in Christ and renewing the inner life of 
Christians who have grown slack and sleepy.  In revival, God makes all things 
new, giving new power and new spiritual awareness to those whose hearts 
and consciences have been blind, hard, and cold.” 

 Charles Finney: “Revival is the renewal of the first love of Christians, resulting 
in the awakening and conversion of sinners to God.” 

 Dan Hayes: “Revival means a movement of God’s Spirit through which 
multitudes of believers are renewed (revived) in their zeal and commitment 
to the Lord.  Spiritual awakening is when large numbers of nonbelievers 
move from death to life (conversion).” 

 

What Revival Looked Like in the Book of Nehemiah 
 

1. Revival was characterized by a renewed zeal for God’s Word 
(8:1-18)   

2. Revival was characterized by a renewed zeal for worshipping 
God (8:6; chap 12 – esp. 12:27-47)   

3. Revival was characterized by a renewed compassion for the 
overlooked and the forgotten (8:10-12)   

4. Revival was characterized by a renewed zeal to obey God’s 
Word (8:13-18; 9:38; 10:29-39)   

5. Revival was characterized by a renewed zeal to confess all sins 
to God (chap 9 – esp. 9:1-3)   

6. Revival was characterized by a renewed zeal to talk to God in 
prayer (9:5-38)   

An Example of Revival in History 
 YouTube Video: “Fulton Street Revival in the New York Marketplace” (6:43) 

 G. Campbell Morgan: “We cannot organize revival, but we can set our sails to 
catch the winds of heaven when God chooses to blow upon His people once 
again.”   

 

How to Hoist Our Sails for Revival (What Led to Revival in Nehemiah) 
 

1. Desperation (1:1-4)   
 Revival in the Book of Nehemiah began with a problem that led to 

desperation. 
 Charles Finney: “If Christians begin to feel that they have no hope but in 

God – and if they have enough feeling left to care for the honor of God 
and the salvation of the unrepentant – there will be revival.  Let hell boil 
over and spew out as many demons as there are stones in the 
pavement.  If it causes Christians to draw close to God in prayer, the 
demons can’t hinder a revival.” 

 Application #1 – Given the condition of America, I would say that we are 
ripe for revival! 

 Dan Hayes: “God never revives proud people….  He only brings revival to 
those of us who say, ‘Lord, we can’t; but You can.’” 

 

2. Prevailing prayer (1:4-11; 2:4b; 4:4-5,9; 5:19; 6:9b; 9:5-38; 
13:14,22,29,30)   
 Prayer was Nehemiah’s first response and is the #1 thing that Nehemiah 

did throughout this book (at least 11 separate times). 
 A.T. Pierson: “There has never been a spiritual awakening in any country 

or locality that did not begin in united prayer.”  
 Bill Bright: “In the providence of God, I believe the power of fasting as it 

relates to prayer is the spiritual atomic bomb of our moment in history 
to bring down the strongholds of evil, bring a great revival and spiritual 
awakening to America, and accelerate the fulfillment of the Great 
Commission.” 

 Charles Finney: “A revival may be expected when Christians have a spirit 
of prayer for revival, that is, when they pray as if they want it.” 

 Application #2 – Let’s ask God to give us a spirit of prayer for revival, and 
then let’s pray as if we really, really, really, really, really want revival. 

 

3. Desperate confession of sins (1:6-7)   
 Charles Finney: “A revival always includes conviction of sin on the part of 

the church.” 
 God is not waiting for unbelievers to confess their sins… but rather God 

is waiting to send revival when believers confess their sins! 



 2 Chronicles 7:14 – If My people, who are called by My name, will 
humble themselves and pray and seek My face and turn from their 
wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and 
will heal their land.  

 Application #3 – Let’s come clean.  Let’s confess our sins to God and to a 
trusted individual.  Let’s turn from our sinful ways and turn to God! 

 

4. By faith action that prepared a place for worship and revival to 
occur (2:1-6:16)   
 This is the major theme of the Book of Nehemiah – rebuilding the walls 

around Jerusalem so that the people of God can have a place to worship 
God.  Revival follows. 

 G. Campbell Morgan: “We cannot organize revival, but we can set our 
sails to catch the winds of heaven when God chooses to blow upon His 
people once again.”   

 Application #4 – Grace Fellowship will be hosting Life Action Ministries 
for 4 days of revival services: 
o Sunday, March 29, 8:45am and 10:45am 
o Sunday, March 29, 6:00pm 
o Monday, March 30, 6:30pm 
o Tuesday, March 31, 6:30pm 
o Wednesday, April 1, 6:30pm 
o Also Special Ladies Luncheon on Tuesday, March 31, 11:30am 

 Video: “Life Action Ministries Team Promo” [4:35] found at Vimeo.com 
 
 

5. The reading, studying, and preaching of God’s word (8:1-8)   
 The people of Jerusalem listened to the Word of God for 5 to 6 hours 

straight! (8:3) 
 Hebrews 4:12 – For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than 

any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, 
joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. 

 Isaiah 55:10-11 – As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and 
do not return to it without watering the earth and making it bud and 
flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, so is 
My word that goes out from My mouth: It will not return to Me empty, 
but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I 
sent it.  

 
 
 

 Application #5 – GF, let’s immerse ourselves in God’s Word – not as a 
work, but as a way of standing under the shower of God’s grace and love 
and truth and agent of life change.  Let’s… 
 Spend daily time alone in God’s Word 

 Spend weekly time studying God’s Word as a congregation 
 Spend regular time with others talking about and studying and 

processing and applying and obeying God’s Word 
 

6. Obedience to God’s Word (8:13-18)   
 The people of Jerusalem heard God’s Word say that they should 

celebrate the Feast of Booths (Leviticus 23:33-43).  They realized they 
had not been doing this.  So, they immediately obeyed. 

 Charles Finney: “Revival is nothing more than renewed zeal to obey 
God.” 

 Application #6 – Are there any commands of God’s Word that I am not 
obeying?  With God’s help, I am going to immediately begin obeying… 
 God’s command to forgive those who have hurt me (Ephesians 4:32) 
 God’s command to save my sexuality for marriage only (Hebrews 

13:4) 
 God’s command to give the first portion of my income to Him 

(Leviticus 27:30) 
 God’s command to love difficult people in my life (Mark 12:31) 
 God’s command to tell others about Him (Matthew 28:18-20) 
 Other 

 


