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Our Sermon Menu 
 

Date Message Title 

March 15 Giving 101 

March 22 The Glory of God is a Person Fully Alive 

March 29-April 1 Thirst Revival Conference here @ Grace Fellowship 

April 4 (Sat) Saturday Night Easter Service @ 5:00pm (identical) 

April 5 (Sun) Simple Grace Sunrise Service @ 7:00am (unique) 

April 5 (Sun)  Sunday Easter Services @ 8:45 and 10:45am (identical) 
 

 

Giving 101 (What I Would Teach a Brand New Believer about Giving) 
 

1. God owns it all 
 Haggai 2:8 – “The silver is Mine and the gold is Mine,” declares the Lord 

Almighty. 
 Psalm 50:10 – Every animal of the forest is Mine, and the cattle on a 

thousand hills. 
 Psalm 24:1 – The earth is the Lord's, and everything in it, the world, and 

all who live in it.  
 Job 41:11 – Who has a claim against Me that I must pay?  Everything 

under heaven belongs to Me.  
 The implication is that everything that I have actually belongs to God and 

I am merely a steward taking care of His resources for Him. 
 A steward is a manager of someone else’s property. 
 Jesus reinforces this truth when He likens the Kingdom of God to a 

Master who puts 3 servants in charge of His money while He is gone on a 
long trip.  The Master returns from His trip and requires the servants to 
give an accounting of their stewardship of His money while He was gone 
(Matthew 25:14-30). 

 Application #1 – Lord, I confess and believe that You own it all!  
Everything I have belongs to You, and I get to be a steward of Your 
resources.  Therefore… 
 I acknowledge that every financial decision is a spiritual decision. 
 I acknowledge that every line in my bank account represents how I 

am spending Your money. 
 I ask You to help me steward Your money well for Your purposes 

and Your glory. 
 

2. I acknowledge God’s ownership of all that I have by giving the 
first portion of my income back to Him 
 Leviticus 27:30 – A tithe of everything from the land, whether grain from 

the soil or fruit from the trees, belongs to the Lord; it is holy to the Lord. 
 Malachi 3:10 – “Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there 

may be food in My house. Test Me in this," says the Lord Almighty, "and 
see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so 
much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.” 

 Proverbs 3:9-10 – Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the firstfruits of 
all your crops; then your barns will be filled to overflowing, and your vats 
will brim over with new wine.  

 See sermon from 12-5-2010, “The Final Word on Tithing,” for an entire 
message on tithing and the old covenant versus new covenant aspects. 

 The clear message of the new covenant is that you are saved by grace 
through faith and that you are not saved by your actions and works 
(Romans 3:21-28; Galatians 6:12-15; Ephesians 2:8-9; Philippians 3:9; 
Colossians 2:13-15; Titus 3:4-5; 1 Peter 3:18). 

 Seven Reasons Why Lisa and I Have Tithed for 27 years: 
1) Because I see tithing in the Bible. 
2) Because it acknowledges God’s ownership of all that I have. 
3) Because it is a tangible way of trusting God with my life by trusting 

Him with my finances. 
4) Because it is a tangible way of placing Christ as Lord over my 

finances. 
5) Because it causes money to lose its grip on me. 
6) Because I wildly believe in the investment I’m making into the 

Kingdom of God by giving to His church. 
7) Because all of the years that Lisa and I have been tithing God has 

blessed us beyond we could ever have imagined. 
 Application #2 – I am going to take a step of faith and give back to God 

the first portion of my income. 
 Jim and Lisa’s practices: 

 We give 10% of our paycheck to the church (“storehouse” in 
Malachi 3:10 = the church) 

 We give extra (beyond the 10%) to ministries we want to support 
including The Bible Seminary, Compassion child, World Vision child, 
Gospel for Asia missionary, and other causes. 

 We have written our favorite ministries into our will. 
 The majority of American Christians do not tithe: 

o 91% of born again Christians do not tithe 
o Average American Christian gives 2.5 % of his income to his church 
o Statistically, the more money someone has, the less they give as a 

percentage of their income.  (Meditate on Mark 12:41-44.) 



o If all American Christians were reduced to welfare income, but then 
they tithed on that welfare amount, the church across American 
would double its receipts. 

 If debt is preventing you from giving, then take radical steps to get your 
financial house in order (take Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University 
offered here at Grace Fellowship http://www.whatisgrace.org/careministry/) and 
give by faith. 

 Video: “God Pie” [2:48] found at sermonspice.com 
 

3. Giving is an act of faith 
 Hebrews 11:1 – Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain 

of what we do not see. 
 Giving does not make logical sense:  “I’m going to live off of 90% rather 

than 100%.”  But neither does shutting down your chicken sandwich 
store on Sundays.  God honors your faith and takes care of all of your 
needs and blesses you life. 

 Application #3 – I am going to trust God with my life and finances by 
giving the first portion of my income back to Him.  I am going to take 
God at His Word (Malachi 3:10) and “test Him” by giving back to Him. 

 

4. God intends for giving to be fun 
 2 Corinthians 9:6-15 
 “cheerful” (v.7) = hilaros = hilarious; merry; cheerful; willing 
 Application #4 – I choose to give with a cheerful attitude.  I acknowledge 

that I am not earning my salvation through my giving; rather, I am 
joyfully participating as a co-laborer in God’s Kingdom work.  This makes 
me smile with satisfaction and cheerfulness. 

 Suggestion:  The next time you give a gift… smile and chuckle with 
delight. 

 

5. God intends for giving to be eternally strategic 
 Matthew 6:19-21 – Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, 

where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.  But 
store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not 
destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal.  For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also.  

 We cannot take our money with us into the next life, but we can send it 
on ahead through strategic investments in Kingdom activities that count 
for eternity. 

 Application #5 – Why I personally have concluded that the local church 
called Grace Fellowship is a strategic investment of my giving dollars that 
is yielding eternal dividends: 
 Professions of faith: 1213 people have joined Grace Fellowship in 

the last 18 years by inviting Christ into their lives for the first time. 

 Reaching the unchurched:  57% of the people who have joined 
Grace Fellowship were unchurched. 

 Prayer:  25,000 prayer requests were prayed for last year. 
 Care:  4500 care touches were made last year. 
 Discipleship:  2136 people are being discipled in a small group; 1600 

people are serving; 507 children are discipled each week; 274 
teenagers are discipled each week. 

 Missions:  Grace Fellowship has adopted 4 unreached people 
groups containing over 20 million souls, and we are trusting God for 
them to be reached for Christ. 

 Word of God:  Grace Fellowship has the lifetime goal of teaching all 
66 books of the Bible from the pulpit, and we are more than ½ way 
there! 

 Vision:  The vision of a church seeking to be a house of prayer for all 
nations is something I want in on! 

 Some favorite quotes on giving: 
 Hudson Taylor:  “The less I spent on myself and the more I gave to 

others, the fuller of happiness and blessing did my soul become.” 
 Ron Blue:  “Do your giving while you’re living, so you are knowing 

where it’s going.” 
 C.T. Studd:  “Only one life, ‘twill soon be past; only what’s done for 

Christ will last.” 
 Randy Alcorn: “Where we choose to store our treasure depends 

largely on where we think our home is.” 
 Randy Alcorn:  “Five minutes after we die, we’ll know exactly how 

we should have lived.  But God has given us His Word so we don’t 
have to wait to die to find out.  And He’s given us His Spirit to 
empower us to live that way now.  Ask yourself:  Five minutes after I 
die, what will I wish I would have given away while I still had the 
chance?  When you come up with an answer, why not give it away 
now?  Why not spend the rest of our lives closing the gap between 
what we’ll wish we would have given and what we really are 
giving?” 

 Dr. Charles Ryrie: “How we use our money demonstrates the reality 
of our love for God. In some ways it proves our love more 
conclusively than depth of knowledge, length of prayers, or 
prominence of service. These things can be feigned, but the use of 
our possessions shows us up for what we actually are.” 

 Video: “The Plate 2” [2:25] found at sermonspice.com 

http://www.whatisgrace.org/careministry/

