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AFTER GOD’S OWN HEART 
A 13-Week Study of the Life of David from 1 and 2 Samuel 

Date Message Title Bible Text 
Apr  4/5 A Man After God’s Own Heart 1 Samuel 16 

Apr  12 A Man After God’s Own Heart Faces Giants 1 Samuel 17 

Apr 19 A Man After God’s Own Heart Develops Friendships 1 Samuel 18-20 

Apr 26 A Man After God’s Own Heart Respects God 1 Samuel 24-26 

May  3 A Man After God’s Own Heart Turns to God in Hard Times 1 Samuel 30 

May 10 A Man After God’s Own Heart Is Patient 2 Samuel 1-5 

May 17 A Man After God’s Own Heart Worships Passionately 2 Samuel 5-6 

May 24 A Man After God’s Own Heart Receives God’s Kindness 2 Samuel 7 

May 31 A Man After God’s Own Heart Shares God’s Kindness 2 Samuel 9 

June 7 A Man After God’s Own Heart Repents of Sin 2 Samuel 11-12 

June 14 A Man After God’s Own Heart Humbles Himself 2 Samuel 13-19 

June 21 A Man After God’s Own Heart Multiplies Himself  2 Samuel 23 

June 28 A Man After God’s Own Heart Submits to God’s Mercy 2 Samuel 24 

 

King David in the Bible 

 More has been written about David than any other Bible character: Abraham 
(14 chapters), Joseph (14), Jacob (11), Elijah (10), David (66). 

 David’s name is mentioned more than 1000 times in the Bible.  David’s name 
is listed more times in the Bible than Jesus is! 

 David was the greatest king Israel ever had.  He was a warrior, a poet, a song 
writer, an architect, and a king. 

 David is best known for his greatest achievement and his greatest failure: 
 

David’s Greatest Achievement David’s Greatest Failure 

Slaying the Giant Philistine Goliath Adultery with Bathsheba and Murder 
 

 Perhaps David’s greatest legacy is that he is the only person in all of Scripture 
to be labeled “a man after God’s own heart” (Acts 17:22; 1 Samuel 13:14). 

 

How To Be A Person After God’s Own Heart (1 Samuel 16) 
 

1. Measure your life by your heart (vv.6-7)    
 Even the great prophet Samuel had the tendency to look at Eliab’s status 

and stature and conclude that he was the Lord’s chosen next king (v.6).  
But Samuel couldn’t see Eliab’s heart (17:28). 

 Verse 7 is a key verse to the whole life of David. 

 Gene Getz: “God was looking for a man with character, a man whose 
heart was right toward Him.  He was not interested in the size of the 
man, but rather in the ‘size’ of his soul.” 

 What we look at (v.7): 
 

What the World Looks At What God Looks At 

The size of your house The size of your heart 

The name on your clothes The name on your heart 

The model of your car The molding of your heart 

The prestige of your job The prayer of your heart 

The rippedness of your abs The reverence of your heart 

The fullness of your wallet The fullness of your heart 

Your outward appearance Your heart 
 

 According to Jesus (Matthew 22:37-39), the two greatest things we can 
do with our hearts are: 
(1) Love God 
(2) Love people 

 These were David’s two greatest attributes: 
 

David 
loved 
God 

Psalm 27:4 – One thing have I asked of the Lord, that will I seek after: 
that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to 
gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to inquire in His temple. 

David 
loved 
people 

 

1 Samuel 18:1 (The Message) – Jonathan was deeply impressed 
with David – an immediate bond was forged between them. 

 

 2 Chronicles 16:9 (NASB) – For the eyes of the Lord move to and fro 
throughout the earth that He may strongly support those whose heart is 
completely His. 

 Application #1 – Lord, with Your help and power, I want to see and 
measure my life the way You do – by my love for You and my love for 
people.  Please give me a heart that is completely Yours! 

 The Bible is clear that the only way that we can have this kind of heart is 
if we get a new heart. 

 Jeremiah 17:9 – The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. 
 Romans 3:23 – All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 
 Isaiah 53:6 – We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned 

to his own way. 
 God promised that He would give us the opportunity to have a new 

heart. 
 Ezekiel 36:25-27 – I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be 

clean; I will cleanse you from all your impurities and from all your idols. 
26 I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove 
from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. 27 And I will 
put My Spirit in you and move you to follow My decrees and be careful to 
keep My laws. 



 The whole reason that God’s Son Jesus Christ came to earth was to make 
this new heart available to us.  This is the Easter message! 

 Matthew 28:1-10 
 Video: “Easter – A Music Narrative” [3:41] found at YesHeIs.com 
 Application #2 – Receive God’s free gift of a new heart through Christ: 

 

God, I confess that I have a sinful heart and that I have rebelled against 
You.  I am sorry for my sins, and I ask for a new heart.  Jesus, thank You 
for dying for my sins and rising from the dead.  Jesus, I receive you into 
my life.  I receive Your forgiveness of my sins.  I receive the new heart 
You have for me.  I receive Your eternal life.  Thank You! 

 

 Next Immersion Baptism is Sunday, May 3, after the second service.  To 
sign up, contact Joy at jperozo@whatisgrace.org or 281-646-1903 x.111 

 

2. Be faithful to the assignments given to you – no matter how 
small (v.11)     
 David was the youngest and smallest member of the family and was 

given the lowliest job in the family chore list:  tending to the sheep. 
 But David was faithful in his small assignment.  He took his job seriously 

and did his job well.  He fought off the lion and the bear.  Unbeknownst 
to anyone, God was training David to fight and lead.  More importantly, 
David was cultivating his relationship with the Lord in the quiet of sheep 
pastures.  David talked to God.  David wrote songs to God (Psalm 23).  
David is a GREAT example of “practicing God’s Presence” wherever you 
are. 

 Gene Getz: “Since David had been faithful in small things, God would 
entrust him with greater things.  He conscientiously took good care of 
Jesse’s sheep, and God knew He could trust him with His own sheep – 
the children of Israel.” 

 Chuck Swindoll: “Men and women of God are first unknown, unseen, 
unappreciated, and unapplauded.  In the relentless demands of 
obscurity, character is built.  Those who first accept the silence of 
obscurity are best qualified to handle the applause of popularity.” 

 Matthew 25:21 – Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been 
faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come 
and share your master's happiness! 

 Luke 16:10-11 – Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be 
trusted with much, and whoever is dishonest with very little will also be 
dishonest with much. 11 So if you have not been trustworthy in handling 
worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches?  

 David continued to be faithful in his assignment of watching the sheep 
even after Samuel anointed him as the next king (1 Samuel 16:19; 17:14-15). 
 

 Application #3 – What are some “small assignments” that I have right 
now?  Will I be a faithful David in those assignments?  Decide: With 
God’s help and power, I choose to be faithful in all of my “small” 
assignments right now. 

 David is the last person that anyone expected to be give a big 
assignment by God. 

 Application #4 – Who is the last person you picture doing something big 
for God?  Will you see them with God’s eyes and potential?  Will you 
give them a chance? 

 

3. Be secure in God’s love for you – no matter what happens 
(v.18)    
 David knew that “the Lord is with him” and so did those around him 

(v.18). 
 David’s name means “beloved.” 
 Both David and Saul committed major sins, but David was quick to 

confess his sin and fall on the Lord’s mercy. 
 Application #5 – Like David, I choose to rest securely in God’s love for 

me.  Like David, I declare (Psalm 23): 
 

 

The Lord is my Shepherd; I shall not want.  He makes me lie down in 
green pastures.  He leads me beside still waters.  He restores my soul.  
He leads me in paths of righteousness for His name’s sake.  Even though 
I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for 
You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.  You prepare 
a table before me in the presence of my enemies; You anoint my head 
with oil; My cup overflows.  Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 
 

 

 Jim Cymbala: “I have since learned that the most mature believer is the 
one who is bent over, leaning most heavily on the Lord, and admitting 
his total inability to do anything without Christ.  The greatest Christian is 
not the one who has achieved the most but rather the one who has 
received the most.  God’s grace, love, and mercy flow through him 
abundantly because he walks in total dependence.” 

 Application #6 – With God’s help and power, I commit to come to all of 
the Life of David sermons (or participate on-line when I’m out of town) 
in order to become more and more of a person after God’s own heart.  I 
want to receive all that God has for me in this study of His Word! 
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