
After God’s Own Heart 
“A Man After God’s Own Heart Turns to God in Hard Times” 

May 3, 2015 – 1 Samuel 30 
 

Our Sermon Series 
 

AFTER GOD’S OWN HEART 
A 13-Week Study of the Life of David from 1 and 2 Samuel 

Date Message Title Bible Text 
Apr  4/5 A Man After God’s Own Heart 1 Samuel 16 

Apr  12 A Man After God’s Own Heart Faces Giants 1 Samuel 17 

Apr 19 A Man After God’s Own Heart Develops Friendships 1 Samuel 18-20 

Apr 26 A Man After God’s Own Heart Respects God 1 Samuel 24-26 

May  3 A Man After God’s Own Heart Turns to God in Hard Times 1 Samuel 30 

May 10 A Man After God’s Own Heart Is Patient 2 Samuel 1-5 

May 17 A Man After God’s Own Heart Worships Passionately 2 Samuel 5-6 

May 24 A Man After God’s Own Heart Receives God’s Kindness 2 Samuel 7 

May 31 A Man After God’s Own Heart Shares God’s Kindness 2 Samuel 9 

June 7 A Man After God’s Own Heart Repents of Sin 2 Samuel 11-12 

June 14 A Man After God’s Own Heart Humbles Himself 2 Samuel 13-19 

June 21 A Man After God’s Own Heart Multiplies Himself  2 Samuel 23 

June 28 A Man After God’s Own Heart Submits to God’s Mercy 2 Samuel 24 

 

The Problem at Ziklag (1 Samuel 30:1-6a) 

 The Amalekites raided Ziklag while David and his men were off on a mission.  
The Amalekites burned the city and kidnapped the families of David and his 
men. 

 Three pictures of their level of distress: 
(1) They wept so hard they had no strength left to weep (v.4) 
(2) They were so upset they were thinking about killing David (v.6) 
(3) They were bitter in soul (v.6) 

 Question:  What is the worst level of distress that you have ever experienced 
in your life? 

 Question:  What is a distress that you are currently experiencing? 

 Powerful Sidenote:  This whole incident would not have happened if King 
Saul had only obeyed God’s command back in 1 Samuel 15:2-3 and 
completely destroyed the Amalekites. 
o Note:  Sometimes God’s commands will not make sense to us until 35 or 

more years later. 
o Note:  One person’s disobedience can have negative consequences on 

another person. 
o Application – With God’s help, I choose to obey God’s commands even if 

I do not understand them completely. 

David’s Response to the Ziklag Disaster (1 Samuel 30:6-31) 
 

1. David ________________________________ in the Lord (v.6b)    
 chazaq (khaw-zak) = to fasten upon; to seize; to strengthen; to 

encourage; to give courage 
 God commanded Moses to chazaq Joshua as he became the new leader 
 Deuteronomy 3:28 – But commission Joshua, and encourage and 

strengthen him, for he will lead this people across and will cause them to 
inherit the land that you will see. 

 How did David strengthen himself in the Lord?  Very likely through 
prayer and song – perhaps reciting one of the prayer songs that God had 
given to him as a shepherd.  Perhaps Psalm 27 which contains the word 
chazaq. 

 Application #1 – I choose to strengthen myself in the Lord by… 

 Worshipping Him 

 Praying to Him (Lord’s Prayer; Psalms; conversational prayer) 

 Reading God’s Word for comfort and direction 

 Journaling 

 Getting out in nature to be with God 

 Seeking the Lord’s comfort through close believing friends 

 Other 
 Video: “Apostles Creed” [1:05] found at sermonspice.com 
 Great way to strengthen yourself in the Lord is by coming to…  

o The National Day of Prayer at the Merrell Center on Thursday, May 
7, at 7:00pm to join with 4000 other believers in West Houston to 
worship God and seek His Face together. 

o Stop by the Epi any time from May 7 (8:00pm) thru May 9 (9:00pm) 
for Fire on the Altar (FoTA).  FoTA culminates on Saturday, May 9, 
with a special prayer and worship time from 7-9pm involving 4 
pastors, 4 languages, and 4 nations. 

 

2. David _____________________ of the Lord (vv.7-8)    
 Asking the priest, “Bring me the ephod,” was one of David’s ways of 

inquiring of the Lord. 
 The ephod was a beautiful, two-piece, sleeveless garment worn by the 

OT priest.  It had a pouch on its breast piece that contained two precious 
stones called the Urim and Thummim (Exodus 28:6-30).  It appears that 
these two stones were used (like casting lots) to hear God’s will (Lev 8:8; 
Num 27:21; Deut 33:8; 1 Samuel 28:6; Ezra 2:63; Nehemiah 7:65). 

 1 Samuel 28:6 mentions three ways that an OT king would inquire of the 
Lord: 
(1) By dreams 
(2) By Urim and Thummim 
(3) By God’s prophets 



 The apostles cast lots to determine God’s will for Judas’ replacement 
(Acts 1:26).  But after Pentecost (Acts 2), no one casts lots again in the 
Bible.  We don’t need to because we have the Holy Spirit given to us at 
Pentecost (Acts 2).  He is our Helper (John 14:16) and Counselor.  He will 
lead us into all truth (John 14:17,26; 16:13-14).  And we have the Word 
of God (the Bible) through which God speaks His will to us (2 Timothy 
3:16-17; 2 Peter 1:20-21; John 17:17; Hebrews 4:12). 

 Seven Ways God Speaks to His People in New Testament Times: 
(1) Through Scripture (2 Timothy 3:16-17; Acts 1:20; 2:17-21) 
(2) Through promptings (Acts 8:29) 
(3) Through circumstances (Acts 5:1-11; 10:44-48; 16:6-7) 
(4) Through people (Acts 9:26-28; 11:27-30; 13:1-3; 18:24-27; 21:10-11; 

2 Samuel 12) 
(5) Through angels (Acts 5:19-20; 8:26; 12:5-11; 27:23-24) 
(6) Through an audible voice (Acts 9:1-9; 23:11) 
(7) Through dreams and visions (Acts 2:17-21; 9:10,12; 10:3-19; 16:9-

10; 18:9) 
 Scripture is primary and always judges any other way we think we might 

be hearing from God.  Always test something you think you are hearing 
against the Bible (Acts 17:11). 

 David inquired of the Lord as a lifestyle: 
o 1 Samuel 22:10 – Ahimelech inquired of the Lord for David; he also gave him 

provisions and the sword of Goliath the Philistine.  
o 1 Samuel 23:2 – David inquired of the Lord, saying, "Shall I go and attack 

these Philistines?" The Lord answered him, "Go, attack the Philistines." 
o 1 Samuel 23:4 – Once again David inquired of the Lord, and the Lord 

answered him, "Go down to Keilah, for I am going to give the Philistines into 
your hand." 

o 1 Samuel 30:8 – David inquired of the Lord, "Shall I pursue this raiding 
party? Will I overtake them?"  "Pursue them," He answered. "You will 
certainly overtake them and succeed in the rescue."  

o 2 Samuel 2:1 – In the course of time, David inquired of the Lord. "Shall I go 
up to one of the towns of Judah?" he asked.  The Lord said, "Go up."  David 
asked, "Where shall I go?"  "To Hebron," the Lord answered.  

o 2 Samuel 5:19 – So David inquired of the Lord, "Shall I go and attack the 
Philistines? Will you hand them over to me?"  The Lord answered him, "Go, 
for I will surely hand the Philistines over to you."  

o 2 Samuel 5:23 – So David inquired of the Lord, and He answered, "Do not go 
straight up, but circle around behind them and attack them in front of the 
balsam trees.” 

o No wonder David is called a “man after God’s own heart” (Acts 13:22)! 

 Application #2 – I choose to be a person who inquires of the Lord as a 
lifestyle – whether in good times or difficult times.  Specifically, today, I 
am asking the Lord to show me what to do about… 

 
 
 

3. David __________________________ (vv.9-31)    
 After strengthening himself in the Lord and after inquiring of the Lord 

about what action to take, then David took lots and lots of action: 
o David set out (v.9) 
o David pursued the bad guy kidnappers (v.10) 
o David had compassion on an Egyptian servant whom the bad guys 

had left behind to die… who in turn helped David locate the bad 
guys (vv.11-16) 

o David struck down the bad guys (v.17) 
o David recovered his family and all that was stolen (vv.18-20) 
o David established a new statute about how to handle spoils (vv.24-

25) 
o David gave gifts from the spoils to the elders of Judah (vv.26-31).  

These would become the very ones who would name David as King 
of Judah shortly (2 Samuel 2:1-4). 

 Application #3 – With God’s strengthening (courage deposit) and with 
God’s direction after I’ve inquired of Him, I will have the courage to take 
the action that God is calling me to take.  Specifically, some action that I 
sense God calling me to take right now is… 

 Video: “Comfort” [1:53] found at OneTimeBlind.com 
 
 
 


