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Our Sermon Series 
 

AFTER GOD’S OWN HEART 
A 13-Week Study of the Life of David from 1 and 2 Samuel 

Date Message Title Bible Text 
Apr  4/5 A Man After God’s Own Heart 1 Samuel 16 

Apr  12 A Man After God’s Own Heart Faces Giants 1 Samuel 17 

Apr 19 A Man After God’s Own Heart Develops Friendships 1 Samuel 18-20 

Apr 26 A Man After God’s Own Heart Respects God 1 Samuel 24-26 

May  3 A Man After God’s Own Heart Turns to God in Hard Times 1 Samuel 30 

May 10 A Man After God’s Own Heart Is Patient 2 Samuel 1-5 

May 17 A Man After God’s Own Heart Worships Passionately 2 Samuel 6 

May 24 A Man After God’s Own Heart Receives God’s Kindness 2 Samuel 7 

May 31 A Man After God’s Own Heart Shares God’s Kindness 2 Samuel 9 

June 7 A Man After God’s Own Heart Repents of Sin 2 Samuel 11-12 

June 14 A Man After God’s Own Heart Humbles Himself 2 Samuel 13-19 

June 21 A Man After God’s Own Heart Multiplies Himself  2 Samuel 23 

June 28 A Man After God’s Own Heart Submits to God’s Mercy 2 Samuel 24 

 

Four Lessons About Worship From a Man After God’s Own Heart 
(2 Samuel 6) 
 

1. True worship must happen in spirit and in truth (vv.3-5,13-15)   
 David rightly wanted to bring the Ark to Jerusalem and David was 

admirable in his zealous worship of God, but David ordered the Ark 
transported in the wrong manner.  God had clearly commanded that the 
Ark be transported on poles on the shoulders of the Levites (Exodus 
25:14-15; Numbers 3:30-31; 4:15; 7:9; 1 Chronicles 15:2,13-15). 

 Numbers 4:15 – The sons of Kohath shall come to carry these, but they 
must not touch the holy things, lest they die. 

 David and Uzzah’s desires to worship God passionately were fantastic, 
but they just hadn’t read their Bibles (to get the in truth part right). 

 John 4:24 – God is spirit, and His worshipers must worship in spirit and in 
truth. 

 We find truth from the Bible – not from the world. 
 David was copying the world.  David was using the same method of Ark 

transportation as the Philistines had used to return the Ark to the 
Israelites (1 Samuel 6 – esp. vv.7-8). 

 To David’s credit, he figures out his mistake and corrects his error and 
has the Ark transported the 2nd time on the shoulders of the Levites (2 
Samuel 6:13; 1 Chronicles 15:2-15). 

 1 Chronicles 15:15 – And the Levites carried the ark of God with the poles 
on their shoulders, as Moses had commanded in accordance with the 
word of the Lord.  

 God wants us to worship Him in spirit and in truth (John 4:24): 
 

IN SPRIIT IN TRUTH 

God’s Spirit God’s Word 

Celebration Obedience 

Dancing and singing Listening and obeying 
 

 Application #1 – In what ways do I need to conform my worship to be 
conducted in both spirit and in truth? 

 Spirit – My growth area is to worship God with more zeal and gusto 
than I give to football games or music concerts. 

 Spirit – My growth area is to yield more to the leading of God’s 
Spirit. 

 Truth – My growth area is to worship God by obeying His command 
not to engage in sexual activity outside of marriage (1 Thessalonians 
4:3-5). 

 Truth – My growth area is to worship God by obeying His command 
to forgive that person who hurt me (Ephesians 4:32; Matthew 5:23-
24) 

 Video: “Look Up” [1:27] found at sermonspice.com 
 

2. We must reverence the holiness of God (vv.6-7)   
 The death of Uzzah is shocking!  All he did was reach out to steady the 

Ark when the oxen stumbled! 
 This passage tells us how serious God is about His holiness.  God had 

clearly commanded that the Ark be carried on poles on the shoulders of 
the Levites.  And God had clearly commanded that the Ark not be 
touched lest the person who touches it die.  God is serious about His 
Word and His holiness! 

 Other examples that show us the seriousness of God’s holiness: 
o Nadab and Abihu are struck down by the Lord for offering 

unauthorized fire in the tabernacle (Numbers 10:1-10). 
o The ground opens up and swallows Korah and company for his 

rebellion against the Lord’s chosen leader (Numbers 16). 
o Ananias and Sapphira are struck down by the Lord for lying about 

their financial gift to the early church (Acts 5:1-11). 
 Acts 5:11 – Great fear seized the whole church and all who heard about 

these events.  
 The Lord’s holiness is worthy of our greatest reverence. 



 Psalm 29:2 – Ascribe to the Lord the glory due His name; worship the 
Lord in the splendor of His holiness. 

 When Isaiah catches a glimpse of God’s holiness (Isaiah 6), Isaiah cries 
out, “Woe is me!  For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell 
in the midst of a people of unclean lips.” (Isaiah 6:5) 

 Bill Bright: “Of all of God’s attributes, nothing compares to the splendor 
and beauty of His holiness.  It is chief among His attributes.  That means 
His character is perfect in every way.  He is totally pure.  His moral 
excellence is the absolute standard of integrity and ethical purity for all 
within His universe.  God’s supreme holiness infinitely sets Him apart 
from His creation.  Everything God does bears the imprint of His 
holiness.  His holiness never diminishes.” 

 God’s holiness is the only one of His attributes that gets repeated 3 
times in Scripture: “Holy, Holy, Holy” (Isaiah 6:3; Revelation 4:8). 

 Application #2 – Worship the Lord in the splendor of His holiness!  
Worship Him with a lifestyle of reverential awe for His Person and His 
commandments. 

 

3. There is a blessing that comes with God’s Presence (vv.11-12)   
 Wherever the Ark resided, the people there were blessed.  The Ark is not 

a good luck charm, rather it represented the very Presence of God. 
 One wonders why the Ark was left neglected for 30 years collecting dust 

in the house of a priest seven miles west of Jerusalem.  For the past 30 
years, no one hungered for God’s Presence enough to seek His ark.  But 
after David was crowned, this was his top priority.  No wonder David is 
called a man after God’s own heart! 

 Psalm 16:11 – In Your Presence there is fullness of joy; at Your right hand 
are pleasures forevermore. 

 Application #3 – I want to be a person who seeks and enjoys the 
Presence of God.  I want to be a part of a Presence Based Church! 

 I choose to start each day with a concentrated time of talking and 
listening to God. 

 I choose to practice God’s Presence all day long talking and listening 
to Him throughout my day. 

 I choose to worship God frequently with praise singing and giving 
thanks. 

 I choose to invite God’s Presence into my church home over and 
over again through prayer and praise. 

 David’s house of prayer.  Grace Fellowship’s Audience of One. 
 Psalm 100:4 – Enter His gates with thanksgiving, and His courts with 

praise! 
 
 
 
 

4. Be contrite and humble rather than bitter and prideful 
(vv.16,20-23)   
 David’s wife Michal (Saul’s daughter) despised David when she saw him 

dancing and worshipping the Lord. 
 “despise” = bazah (baw-zaw) = to disesteem, despise, disdain 
 Genesis 25:34 – So Esau despised his birthright.  
 1 Samuel 17:42 – (Goliath) looked David over and saw that he was only a 

boy, ruddy and handsome, and he despised him. 
 Worship is foolish in the eyes of the Michals, Esaus, and Goliaths of the 

world (1 Corinthians 1:18-31).  But worship is not foolish in the eyes of 
God. 

 Psalm 51:17 – The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and 
contrite heart, O God, You will not despise.  

 Worship is an act of humility where we acknowledge that God is Creator 
and we are His creation, and we give Him the honor due to His name. 

 Louie Giglio: “When God is not greatly praised, it’s only because we don’t 
think He’s that great of a God.  When our worship is small, it’s because our 
concept of God is small.  When we offer God little-bitty sacrifices, it’s 
because we’ve somehow reduced Him in our hearts to a little-bitty God.  We 
lose sight of the reality of all realities: There’s an infinite, limitless God high 
and exalted on His throne, ruling with all power and authority over the 
heavens and earth.  A God who’s still running the show – running our lives 
and running the whole universe on His timetable.  And at this very moment, 
while He holds entire galaxies in place by His power, He also invites us at any 

time day or night to look up and behold Him as He is.” 
 2 Samuel 6:21-22 (NIV) – I will celebrate before the Lord. I will become 

even more undignified than this, and I will be humiliated in my own eyes. 
 Application #4 – A step that I will take to celebrate before the Lord and 

worship Him even if it makes me look undignified is… 
 I will sing worship songs with gusto and zeal and enthusiasm 

 I will arrive ahead of time to church so I can sing all of the songs 

 I will raise my hands in worship to God 

 I will kneel in worship of God 

 I will dance in worship of God 

 I will bow in worship of God 

 I will be silent before God 

 I will worship God with obedience to what He has been saying to me 

 I will worship God with my financial tithes 

 I will worship God with by serving others in this local body of Christ 
(hint:  we need children’s ministry volunteers for August forward ) 

 I will worship God by serving the poor 

 Other 

 Video: “Joy Ride” [1:52] found at sermonspice.com 


