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Taken 
 

I John 3:1 “See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are”. 

Augustine: “God loves each of us as if there were only one of us” 

John 15:13 “Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends”. 

The more I understand God’s love for me, the more I comprehend how “taken” He is with me, then the greater my ability to respond to and live into 

that love, and in turn share that love with others. 

Ephesians 3:14-19 from The Message: “My response is to get down on my knees before the Father, this magnificent Father who parcels out all heaven 

and earth. I ask him to strengthen you by his Spirit—not a brute strength but a glorious inner strength—that Christ will live in you as you open the 

door and invite him in. And I ask him that with both feet planted firmly on love, you’ll be able to take in with all followers of Jesus the extravagant 

dimensions of Christ’s love. Reach out and experience the breadth! Test its length! Plumb the depths! Rise to the heights! Live full lives, full in the 

fullness of God”. 

Jeremiah 29:11 “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope”. 

Isaiah 59:1-2 tells us “Behold, the Lord's hand is not shortened, that it cannot save, or His ear dull, that it cannot hear; but your iniquities have made 

a separation between you and your God, and your sins have hidden His face from you so that He does not hear”.  What the Bible is NOT saying here 

is that our sin (or anything else, for that matter) separates us from God’s love.  To the contrary, NOTHING can separate us from God’s love.  In Romans 

8:38-39, we read “For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor 

depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord”. 

Sin and shame can lead us to hide.  But, because of God’s perfect love, we don’t need to hide.  Instead, God’s grace and mercy will free us from sin 

and shame. 

 Romans 10:11 “Everyone who believes in Him will not be put to shame”. 

 Psalms 34:4-5 “I sought the Lord, and he answered me and delivered me from all my fears. Those who look to him are radiant, and their 

faces shall never be ashamed”. 

When we sin, when we mess up, the best thing we can do is ‘fess up.  “When You Mess Up, ‘Fess Up!”  When we blow it – and we all will – God’s love 

remains resolute.  He isn’t going to turn His back on us just because we sin.  Romans 5:8 makes it clear that our sin is not a stumbling block for God 

and His love for us, when it says “but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us”. 

Our God is super-personal.  So personal, in fact, that He chose to put Himself in places and positions and circumstances that we all experience.  Jesus 

came to live among us as a man, in order to create a more personal bond with His children.  He was fully God, but He was also fully man, and He 

made sure that He experienced what we experience.  Like a really good dad, God not only sympathizes with our struggles and temptations, He also 

empathizes with them.  Empathizes, because He’s been there and is able to say “Hey, I know what you are going through – I’ve been there, too”. 

Christ proved His love for each one of us by going resolutely to the cross.  Over and over again, Scripture tells us how beloved we are, as proved by 

the sacrifice that our Savior made for each one of us on that Cross.  Galatians 2:20 “I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but 

Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me”.  Ephesians 2:4-5 

that says “But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive 

together with Christ— by grace you have been saved—“.  1 John 4:9-11 “In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only 
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Son into the world, so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the 

propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another”. 

God is trustworthy.  Our Father will “catch” us.  Psalm 22:4-5 “In You our fathers trusted; they trusted and You delivered them. To You they cried out 

and were delivered; In You they trusted and were not disappointed”.  Psalm 9:10 “And those who know Your name will put their trust in You; for 

You, Lord, have not forsaken those who seek You”.  Isaiah 40:8 “The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God stands forever”. 

“Daddy.  You came for me”. “I told you I would”.  That’s God’s promise to every one of us, His children.  He comes for us.  And how do we know that?  

Because He told us He would.  When God makes a promise, He is perfectly trustworthy, and He keeps that promise.  The Old Testament is filled with 

prophesy and promise about the coming Messiah.  And the Messiah did come as promised, in the form of a baby – Jesus Christ.  By his birth, life, 

death and resurrection, Jesus fulfilled over 300 “promises” made to us – by God – in the form of Biblical prophesies.  “Jesus, You came for me” … “I 

told you I would”. 

What is our response to the truth that we have a perfect and loving Heavenly Father?  How do we respond to the truth that we have a Savior who 

will who will face death itself, death on a cross, to save us?  What’s our appropriate response? 

 Accept the truth of God’s love for each of us, His children.  “See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called 

children of God; and so we are”.  We are – each of us - the loved and beloved children of the God of the Universe, and His love isn’t 

incumbent on us earning it, or proving ourselves worthy of it.  God’s love is simply a freely-given gift.  Let’s allow that truth to literally soak 

into our souls. 

 Be sure that we have equally accepted the sacrifice that our Savior made for each one of us.  A sacrifice that had to happen in order to shut 

down the power that sin and death had over each of us.  Jesus Himself told us in John 14:6 “I am the way, and the truth, and the life.  No 

one comes to the Father except through Me”.  Acts 4:12 tells us about Jesus “And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other 

name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved”. 

 

 

And if we’ve done the first two things – accepted the truth of the Father’s love for us, and the gift of the Son’s salvation for us – then let’s decide that 

we want to live in the fullness of that love and redemption. 

Let’s love our God with all of our heart, all of our soul, all of our mind and all of our strength. 

Let’s love our neighbor as we love ourselves. 

And let’s love ourselves.  Not a selfish or self-centered love, but a healthy self-love driven out of a recognition and understanding that our Heavenly 

Father finds us to be so loveable. 

Love God, love one another, and love ourselves.  Why?  Because God the Father first loved us. 

Jesus loves me, this I know.  For the Bible tells me so. 

 

“Father, I know that I have broken your laws and my sins have separated me from you. I am truly sorry, and now I want to turn  

away from my past sinful life toward you. Please forgive me, and help me avoid sinning again. I believe that your Son, Jesus Christ 

died for my sins, was resurrected from the dead, is alive, and hears my prayer. I invite Jesus to become the Lord of my life, to rule 

and reign in my heart from this day forward. Please send your Holy Spirit to help me obey You, and to do Your will for the rest of 

my life. In Jesus' name I pray, Amen.” 


