
What Would You Die For? 
The Martyrdom of William Tyndale 

Luke 9:23-25 – August 16, 2015 
 

Back to School Sermon Series 
 

EMOTIONALLY HEALTHY SPIRITUALITY 

An 8-Week Sermon Series on Spiritual and Emotional Maturity 

Date Message Title Bible Text 
Aug. 23 Emotionally Healthy Spirituality 1 Corinthians 13 

Aug. 30 Becoming Your Authentic Self Ephesians 4:22-25 

Sept.  6 How Your Family Tree Affects Your Life Genesis 37-50 

Sept. 13 The Dark Night of the Soul 2 Corinthians 12:1-10 

Sept. 20 Good Grief (The Inside Out Movie) Book of Job 

Sept. 27 Slowing Down to Be With Jesus Psalm 46:10 

Oct.  4 Learning New Skills to Love Well Romans 12:9-21 

Oct. 11 St. Benedict’s Secret to Loving Christ 

Above All Else 

Matthew 22:37-39 

 

Timeline of William Tyndale’s Life 
 1494 – Born in Glouchestershire, England 

 1512 – Received Bachelor of Arts from Oxford 

 1515 – Received Master of Arts from Oxford 

 1517-1521 – Attended Cambridge 

 1521 – Served as chaplain and tutor.  Begin reading Greek NT. 

 1523 – Left for London to seek permission to translate the Bible into 

English.  Permission denied. 

 1524 – Went to Germany to translate the New Testament into English. 

 1526 – Tyndale’s English New Testament printed by Peter Schoeffer in 

Worms; more printed in Antwerp.  Copies were smuggled into England 

and Scotland. 

 1526 – Bishop Tunstall condemned Tyndale’s English New Testament, 

issued warnings to booksellers, and had copies burned in public. 

 1529 – Cardinal Wolsey condemned Tyndale as a heretic for translating 

New Testament into English. 

 1529 – Tyndale began translating Old Testament into English (in Germany) 

 1530 – Tyndale wrote “The Practyse of Prelates” opposing Henry VIII’s 

planned divorce from Catherine of Aragon in favor of Anne Boleyn on 

the grounds that it was unscriptural. 

 1531-1532 – Four of Tyndale’s best friends were arrested and burned 

alive for their association with Tyndale and his English Bible translation. 

 1535 – Tyndale was betrayed by friend Henry Phillips, arrested, and 

imprisoned. 

 1536 – Tyndale tried for heresy and condemned to be burned to death. 

 October 6, 1536 – Tyndale was strangled to death while tied at the 

stake, and then his dead body was burned. 

What We Can Learn From William Tyndale About What It 

Means to Follow Jesus (Luke 9:23-25) 
 

1. Following Jesus means to trust in Christ alone for salvation 
 This was Peter’s confession (Luke 9:20) 

 This is what William Tyndale discovered as he studied the Bible for 

himself (Bibleless university studies; reading Greek NT for himself). 

 Romans 3:21-25,27-28 (NLT) – But now God has shown us a way to be 

made right with Him without keeping the requirements of the law, as 

was promised in the writings of Moses and the prophets long ago. 22 

We are made right with God by placing our faith in Jesus Christ. And this 

is true for everyone who believes, no matter who we are. 23 For 

everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God's glorious standard. 24 Yet 

God, with undeserved kindness, declares that we are righteous. He did 

this through Christ Jesus when He freed us from the penalty for our sins. 

25 For God presented Jesus as the sacrifice for sin. People are made 

right with God when they believe that Jesus sacrificed His life, shedding 

His blood…. 27 Can we boast, then, that we have done anything to be 

accepted by God? No, because our acquittal is not based on obeying 

the law. It is based on faith. 28 So we are made right with God through 

faith and not by obeying the law. 

 Application #1 – Lord, I confess that I have sinned against You, and 

I am sorry.  I repent.  And, now, I trust in Jesus Christ, and Him alone 

for my salvation to be made right with You.  Thank You for this free 

gift of forgiveness of my sins and of eternal life.  Please come into 

my life and make me into the person You want me to be. 

 Next immersion baptism: Sunday, August 30, after 2nd service.  To sign 

up, contact Joy at jperozo@whatisgrace.org or 281-646-1903 x.111 or go 

to www.whatisgrace.org/events (click on “Immersion Baptism”). 
 

2. Following Jesus means to see the Bible as God’s word and 

the authority in our lives 
 Jesus’ prediction of His suffering and crucifixion (Luke 9:22) came 

from His absolute belief in the Bible (Luke 24:26-27; 1 Corinth 15:3-4). 

 William Tyndale committed his entire life to his belief that the Bible 

was God’s Word to us. 

 Application #2 – Lord, I accept the Bible as Your Word and will read 

it and study it and obey it.  I accept the Bible as Your love letter to 

me. 
 

3. Following Jesus means to find and pursue His calling and 

assignments for your life 
 Jesus’ calling was to go to the cross (Luke 9:22). 

 William Tyndale’s calling was to translate the Bible into the 

vernacular of the people in his country (England). 

 Stephen Vaughn: “I find Tyndale always singing one note.” 

 John Piper: “That one note was this: Getting the King of England to 

give his official endorsement to a vernacular Bible for all his English 
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subjects.  This was the driving passion of Tyndale’s life – to see the 

Bible translated from the Greek and Hebrew into ordinary English 

available for every person in England to read.” 

 Background:  Up to this point, the Bible was only available in Latin.  

So only the highly educated priests could read the Bible.  Everyone 

else was dependent on them to hear and understand the Bible. 

 In an argument with a “learned” clergyman who said, “We had 

better be without God’s laws than the Pope’s,” Tyndale responded, 

“I defy the Pope, and all his laws; and if God spares my life, ere 

many years, I will cause the boy that driveth the plow to know more 

of the Scriptures than thou dost!” (Foxe’s Book of Martyrs) 

 Why the 16th Century church opposed an English Bible (Piper): 

(1) The English language is rude and unworthy of the exalted 

language of God’s Word; and when one translates, errors can 

creep in, so it if safer not to translate.  Moreover, if the Bible is in 

English, then each man will become his own interpreter, and 

many will go astray into heresy and be condemned.  It was the 

church tradition that only priests are given the divine grace to 

understand the Scriptures. 

(2) The church realized that they would not be able to sustain 

certain doctrines biblically because the people would see that 

they are not in the Bible.  And the church realized that their 

power and control over the people, and even over the state, 

would be lost if certain doctrines were exposed as unbiblical – 

especially the priesthood, purgatory, and penance. 

 Application #3 – What is God’s calling on your life?  Will you pursue 

it with the passion of William Tyndale? 
 

4. Following Jesus means dying to self and fellowshipping in 

the sufferings of Christ 
 This is the message of Luke 9:22-25 

 Philippians 3:10 – I want to know Christ and the power of His 

resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in His sufferings, becoming 

like Him in His death. 

 William Tyndale was willing to follow Christ even to death and 

martyrdom. 

 Tyndale had to flee for his life from his home country in 1524 and 

remained a fugitive on the run for twelve years until his execution in 

1536.  He was betrayed by his friend Henry Philips who turned him 

into authorities leading to his trial for heresy and his execution.  He 

was 42 years old having never been married, and he was not 

buried. 

 Moreover, he had to endure hearing of his close friends’ executions 

for the heresy of reading Tyndale’s English Bible translation: John 

Frith, Richard Bayfield, John Tewkesbury, and James Bainham. 

 Colossians 1:24-25 - Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and 

in my flesh I am filling up what is lacking in Christ's afflictions for the 

sake of His body, that is, the church, of which I became a minister 

according to the stewardship from God that was given to me for 

you, to make the word of God fully known. 

 John Piper: “Christ has prepared a love offering for the world by 

suffering and dying for sinners. It is full and lacking in nothing—

except one thing, a personal presentation by Christ himself to the 

nations of the world and the people of your workplace. God's 

answer to this lack is to call the people of Christ (people like Paul) to 

present the afflictions of Christ to the world—to carry them from 

Jerusalem to the ends of the earth.  In doing this we ‘fill up what is 

lacking in the afflictions of Christ.’ We finish what they were 

designed for, namely, a personal presentation to the world of 

people who do not know about their infinite worth.” 

 Application #4 – Jesus, I want to know You more and more and the 

power of Your resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in Your 

sufferings.  Please use my sufferings for Your glory to show a 

watching world what You are like. 
 

Two Big Application Questions from Today’s Message 
 

1. What am I willing to die for? 
 William Tyndale was willing to die for his belief in the Bible and for his 

life calling of translating the Bible into the vernacular of his people. 

 Eight core conviction beliefs that I would die for:  (1) authority of 

Scripture; (2) one Triune God; (3) deity of Jesus Christ born of a virgin 

birth; (4) the resurrection of Jesus Christ; (5) the Second Coming of 

Christ; (6) substitutionary atonement; (7) salvation by grace through 

faith; (8) heaven and hell. 

 I would die for my family. 

 Modern-day test:  Sexual morality and the definition of marriage 

(ultimately an issue of the authority of Scripture). 

 Application #5 – What am I willing to die for? 

 Video: “Believer’s Creed” [2:15] found at sermonspice.com 
 

2. What is my dying prayer? 
 Tyndale’s dying prayer: “Lord, open the King of England’s eyes!” 

 Tydale’s prayer was answered 4 years later in that Henry VIII 

authorized the publishing of four English translations of the Bible. 

 The King James Bible (1611) relied heavily on Tyndale deriving 83% 

of its New Testament content and 76% of its Old Testament content 

from Tyndale’s translation [Tadmor]. 

 Application #6 – What is my dying prayer? 

 


