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I WISH WE’D ALL BEEN READY 

An 5-Week Sermon Series on End Times from 2 Thessalonians 

Date Message Title Bible Text 
Oct 18 Your Suffering Has Meaning 2 Thessalonians 1:1-12 

Oct 25 The Day of the Lord 2 Thessalonians 2:1-2 

Nov  1 The Anti-Christ 2 Thessalonians 2:3-12 

Nov  8 What It Means to be Ready 2 Thessalonians 2:13-3:5 

Nov 15 Idleness 2 Thessalonians 3:6-15 

 

Background to 2 Thessalonians 

 Paul, Silas, and Timothy went to the Macedonian port city of 

Thessalonica on Paul’s second missionary journey in Acts 17:1-14 

 After many Jews and Greeks started becoming believers and followers 

of Jesus, a group of religious leaders got jealous and stirred up a riot that 

chased Paul and company out of town. 

 Paul was concerned about leaving the Thessalonian church without 

experienced leadership, and so he wrote two letters to encourage the 

believers there. 

 Paul’s second letter (“2 Thessalonians”) was specifically written to clear 

up some misunderstandings about end times and the Day of the Lord 

 Paul uses the word “revealed” (1:7) = apokalupsis = unveiling, 

revelation, appearing; and is where we get the term “Apocalypse” 

 

Summary of 2 Thessalonians 1 
 

 

Paul is thankful for the Thessalonian believers’ faith, love, and steadfastness 

in the midst of persecution and suffering, and he encourages them with the 

truth that their suffering has meaning and that justice will occur at Christ’s 

unveiling (the Apocalypse). 
 

 

4 Truths About the Apocalypse That Make Your Suffering Right 

Now Significantly More Meaningful and Bearable (2 Thessalonians 1) 
 

1. You are suffering for your King (v.5)    
 Verse 5 says that you are suffering for the Kingdom of God.  In other 

words, you are suffering for your King.  There is meaning in that. 

 Mark Howell: “As strange as this may sound to our ears, the 

Thessalonians’ suffering was evidence that God loved them, not a sign 

that He had abandoned them.  Paul is reassuring them that their 

suffering has an eternal purpose.” 

 Imagery of suffering and fighting for a king whom you are devoted 

to him and his cause.  David’s mighty men. William Wallace. 

 Application #1 – With God’s help and power, I choose to view my 

suffering through the eyes of eternity.  Jesus, You are my King and I 

choose to march forward with You into battle.  I choose to live for 

the cause of Your Kingdom! 
 

2. Your suffering will be completely relieved at His Return (v.7)   
 anesis = relief; rest; relaxed; liberty; it refers to the release of a taut 

bowstring after being held in tension  

 The Bible describes two types of rest available to believers: 

(1) Available now:  A rest of the soul from striving in self-effort and a 

rest of the soul from the burden of sin 

Matthew 11:28-30 – Come to Me, all you who are weary and 

burdened, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you and 

learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will 

find rest for your souls.  For My yoke is easy and My burden is light. 

Hebrews 4:9-11 – There remains, then, a Sabbath-rest for the 

people of God; for anyone who enters God's rest also rests from his 

own work, just as God did from His.  Let us, therefore, make every 

effort to enter that rest. 

(2) Available soon:  An eternal rest from all pain, suffering, and sin 

Revelation 21:4 – He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will 

be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order 

of things has passed away. 

 We can endure pain and suffering if we know that there is an end 

to that pain.  Example = exercising 

 2 Timothy 4:6-7 – The time has come for my departure.  I have fought 

the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 

 Application #2 – Lord, I can see the finish line.  Help me keep 

running with You until I cross that line and rest in Your Presence.  I 

long for the day with You when all pain and suffering and evil and 

difficulties are gone! 
 

3. There will be justice (vv.6-9)    
 Question:  Why live a godly life when it seems many times like 

ungodly people have it better off?  (Case in point:  The believers in 

Thessalonica were suffering while their persecutors seemed to be 

living the high life.)(Psalm 73; Habakkuk 1) 

 Answer:  There is coming a Day when all those who do not follow 

Jesus Christ will be judged. 

 Five facts about that Day of Apocalypse: 

(1) Christ will be unveiled (v.7) 

o John MacArthur: “The word apocalypse has the idea of 

manifesting what was previously hidden or secret and views 

the return of Christ in relation to unbelievers.  The One who has 

been hidden will be revealed in all His sovereign glory to a 



world that does not know or worship Him.  He will be unveiled 

as Judge.  This will be the Day of the Lord.  There will be no 

mistaking the reality of who Jesus is at His second coming, for 

the whole world will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds 

of the sky with power and great glory.” 

(2) Christ will inflict the afflictions and vengeance described in 

Revelation 6-19 (vv.6-9) 

o Warren Wiersbe: “It is a righteous thing for God to judge sin 

and condemn sinners.  A holy God cannot leave sin unjudged.  

People who say, ‘I cannot believe a loving God would judge 

sinners and send people to hell’ understand neither the holiness 

of God nor the awfulness of sin.  While it is true that ‘God is 

love’ (1 John 4:8), it is also true that ‘God is light’ (1 John 1:5), 

and in His holiness He must deal with sin.” 

(3) It will be judgment by fire (v.8) 

o God’s first judgment of the world was by water (Gen. 6-9) 

o God’s final judgment of the world will be by fire 

o 2 Peter 3:10 – But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The 

heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be 

destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid 

bare.   

o Jude 7 – In a similar way, Sodom and Gomorrah and the 

surrounding towns gave themselves up to sexual immorality 

and perversion. They serve as an example of those who suffer 

the punishment of eternal fire.  

(4) It will be the suffering of eternal punishment (v.9) 

o Jesus speaks of “eternal fire” (Matthew 18:8), “hell of fire” 

(18:9), “the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his 

angels” (25:41), and “eternal punishment” (25:46). 

o The rich man in hell in Luke 16 says, “I am in anguish in this 

flame” (16:24). 

o Revelation 20:15 – If anyone's name was not found written in 

the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.  

o According to Revelation 20:10, the lake of fire is a place 

where its inhabitants “will be tormented day and night 

forever and ever.” 

o Wayne Grudem: “Hell is a place of eternal conscious 

punishment for the wicked.” 

o For a contrarian view by a Bible believing professor, see 

Edward Fudge’s “The Fire That Consumes” where he argues 

for annihilation as the meaning of “eternal destruction” in 2 

Thessalonians 1:9. 

(5) It will be away from the presence of the Lord (v.9) 

o This is a relational separation from God because God is 

omnipresent and spatially present everywhere (Psalm 139:7-

10).  In the same way that Jesus was relationally separated 

from God the Father on the cross (Mark 15:34) while God 

the Father was still omnipresent spatially. 

o Martin Downes: “Hell is not spatial separation from God, it 

cannot be because God is omnipresent. No, Hell is separation 

from the comfortable presence of God. It is the unshielded 

experience of the presence of God in His holiness and just 

wrath, and the absence of His mercy and grace.” 

 Question:  Who will receive all of these punishments? 

 Answer:  All who do not know God personally and who do not obey 

the gospel of Jesus Christ (v.8) 

 Question: How do I obey the Gospel and know God personally? 

 Answer:  By believing and receiving His Son Jesus Christ 

 John 3:16 – For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only 

Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.  

 John 1:12 – Yet to all who received Him, to those who believed in His 

name, He gave the right to become children of God. 

 Romans 10:9 – If you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and 

believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be 

saved. 

 Application #3a – Receive Christ. 
 

Lord Jesus, I want to know You personally.  Thank You for dying on 

the cross for my sins.  I open the door of my life and receive You as 

my Savior and Lord.  Thank You for forgiving me of my sins and 

giving me eternal life.  Please take control of the throne of my life 

and make me into the kind of person You want me to be. 
 

 Application #3b – Don’t live like a hell agnostic!!!  Share Christ with 

as many people as possible! 

 Jude 23 – Snatch others from the fire and save them. 

 YouTube Video: “DC Talk - I Wish We’d All Been Ready (Live)” [3:41] 

 Application #3c – Take great comfort that a Day is coming when 

God will vanquish all evil and all cancer and all sickness and death.  

There is coming a Day of justice when all suffering for believers will 

cease.  Hang in there!  Remain steadfast.  That Day will be soon. 
 

4. The glory of that Day will make all our current sufferings 

seem incomparable (v.10)   
 The same event that is unbearably terrible for unbelievers will be 

glorious for believers. 

 Romans 8:18 – I consider that our present sufferings are not worth 

comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. 

 2 Corinthians 4:16-18 (The Message) – So we're not giving up. How 

could we! Even though on the outside it often looks like things are falling 

apart on us, on the inside, where God is making new life, not a day 

goes by without His unfolding grace.  These hard times are small 

potatoes compared to the coming good times, the lavish celebration 

prepared for us.  There's far more here than meets the eye. The things 

we see now are here today, gone tomorrow. But the things we can't 

see now will last forever.  

 Application #4 – I choose to set my sights on the glory of being with 

Christ in eternity.  With this view, I can bear anything right now. 


