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I WISH WE’D ALL BEEN READY 

An 5-Week Sermon Series on End Times from 2 Thessalonians 

Date Message Title Bible Text 
Oct 18 Your Suffering Has Meaning 2 Thessalonians 1:1-12 

Oct 25 The Day of the Lord 2 Thessalonians 2:1-2 

Nov  1 The Anti-Christ 2 Thessalonians 2:3-12 

Nov  8 What It Means to be Ready 2 Thessalonians 2:13-3:5 

Nov 15 Idleness 2 Thessalonians 3:6-15 

 

The Occasion for This Second Letter (2 Thess. 2:1-2)  
 Someone had evidently written a letter in Paul’s name saying that the 

Day of the Lord had already come (2:1-2). 

 Paul reminds them that a genuine letter from him always ends with a 

note in his own handwriting (3:17).  The rest of the letter was dictated by 

a scribe – probably Silas. 

 Paul refers them back to the teaching about end times that he had 

already given to them in person and in writing (2:5,15), and he begins to 

give them additional teaching (2:3f). 

 

Paul’s Teaching About “The Day of the Lord” in His First Letter  

(1 Thessalonians 4:13-5:11) 
 

1. The Lord will descend (1 Thess. 4:16a)    

2. The dead in Christ will rise first (4:16b) 

3. Believers who are still alive at His Coming will be raptured(4:17)   

4. Then there will be a tribulation period where God’s wrath is 

poured out on sin as described in Revelation 6-19.  Believers will 

not experience this tribulation/wrath (1:10; 5:9)    

5. Believers will celebrate the marriage supper of the Lamb 

(Revelation 19:6-9)    

6. Believers will also give an accounting of our lives and how we 

invested them (1 Corinthians 3:9-15; 2 Corinthians 5:10)(Bema 

seat) 

7. Then believers will return with Christ in His glorious appearing 

(Revelation 19:11-21)      
 

 

 

 

Summary – The Second Coming of Christ seems to be a two-

act play with a 7-year intermission: 
 Act One is the rapture of the church (believers) as Jesus comes for His 

saints as described in John 14:1-3 and 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18.  Believers 

enjoy the Father’s House and the marriage supper of the Lamb. 

 The Intermission is a 7-year tribulation period as described in Revelation 

6-19 and Daniel 9:25-27 where God’s wrath is poured out on sin. 

 Act Two is the glorious appearing of Christ as Jesus comes with His saints 

as described in Revelation 19:11-21 and Jude 14. 

 

Q & A 
 

1. If the dead in Christ do not “rise” until Christ’s return, then 

where are my deceased, believing loved ones right now? 
 The Bible makes two statements that (at first blush) seem to be 

contradictory: 

(1) Statements about the “dead in Christ” rising (in the future) at 

Christ’s Second Coming (1 Thess. 4:16; 1 Corinth. 15:23); and 

(2) Statements that the dead in Christ are already with God (2 

Corinth. 5:8; Ecclesiastes 12:7; Philippians 1:23). 

 Jim’s Theological Theory 

o God is outside of time (2 Peter 3:8).  God is omnipresent in all of 

time.  Thus, God can be fully present right now and fully present 



in the future at the same time.  God is outside of time.  

(Analogy: Movie film strip) 

o When we die, we move outside of time. 

o Thus, when we die, it is immediately “the Day of the Lord.”  

When we die, it is immediately the Second Coming of Christ. 

o Therefore, when believers die, we are immediately with the 

Lord.  The dead in Christ rise immediately.  To be absent from 

the body is to be present with the Lord (2 Corinth 5:8; 

Ecclesiastes 12:7; Philippians 1:23). 

 My personal funeral plans: Sky Pond at RMNP 
 

2. What in the world does “rapture” mean? 
 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17  (see also 1 Corinthians 15:51-58) 

 harpazo = to snatch up, to seize, to carry off, to rapture 

 Two real life examples: 

o Hebrews 11:5 – By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he 

did not experience death; he could not be found, because 

God had taken him away. (see also Genesis 5:24 and Jude 14; 

Enoch was the 7th generation from Adam) 

o 2 Kings 2:11-12 – As they were walking along and talking 

together, suddenly a chariot of fire and horses of fire appeared 

and separated the two of them, and Elijah went up to heaven 

in a whirlwind.  Elisha saw this and cried out, "My father! My 

father! The chariots and horsemen of Israel!" And Elisha saw him 

no more. 

 Charles Ryrie: “From the Latin for ‘caught up’ comes the term 

‘rapture.’  The rapture, or catching up of believers, involves both 

those who have died and those who are living when the Lord 

comes.  His coming here is ‘in the air,’ not to earth, and will occur 

just prior to the beginning of the Tribulation (Revelation 3:10).  That 

period will end with His coming to the earth (Matthew 24:29-30; 

Revelation 19:11-16).  The event described in 1 Thessalonians 4 

includes (1) the return of Christ in the air, (2) a resurrection of the 

dead in Christ, (3) a rapture of living believers, and (4) a reunion 

with those who have died.” 

 YouTube Video: “Left Behind Official Trailer #1 (2014)” [2:24] 
 

3. What about the verses in Revelation 6-19 that refer to 

believers on earth?  If believers were raptured before the 

tribulation, then why are there believers on earth during the 

tribulation? 
 Examples of believers present during the Tribulation include 

Revelation 6:9-11; 7:9-14; 13:10; 14:1. 

 Best explanation is that these are people who came to faith after 

the Rapture and during the Tribulation. 

 John Walvoord: “The fact that the Great Tribulation is so terrible, 

designed for the unbeliever and for the blasphemer rather than for 

the child of God, is another reason why many believe that the 

rapture of the church will occur before this awful time of trouble.  

Significantly, the church is never mentioned in any passage relating 

to the Great Tribulation; though people will come to Christ who are 

described as saints (saved Jews or saved Gentiles), many of them 

subject to martyrdom, and only a relatively few survive in the 

tribulation period.” 

 

Four Applications for Our Lives Today: 
 

1. Make sure you are saved. 
 Romans 10:9 – If you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and 

believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be 

saved. 
 

2. Intercede for your Top Ten to be saved. 
 The 10 people in my life whom I most want to see come to Christ 

and for whom I am praying every single day are… 
 

 

MY TOP TEN LIST (2 Peter 3:9) 
 

1.    6. 

2.    7. 

3.    8. 

4.    9. 

5.    10. 
 

 

 Video: “46 Characters Church Invite” [0:56] found at Skitguys.com 
 

3. Encourage one another with these words (1 Thess. 4:18)   
 A person whom I am going to encourage by sharing with them the 

good news and hope of heaven and the Second Coming of Christ 

is… 
 

4. Be Vigilant (1 Thess. 5:6-8) 
 James Grant: “Notice what Paul didn’t say.  He didn’t say that one 

event will happen after another, then in thirty years Jesus will come 

back.  That is not Paul’s solution.  His solution is not to guess dates 

but to stay alert.” 

 Mark 13:35-37 – Therefore be alert, since you don't know when the 

master of the house is coming—whether in the evening or at 

midnight or at the crowing of the rooster or early in the morning.  

Otherwise, he might come suddenly and find you sleeping. And 

what I say to you, I say to everyone: Be alert! 

 Mark Howell: “Being a Christian means something.  It’s one thing to 

say that you walk in the light, but it’s another thing to prove that you 

walk in the light.  A Christian’s new nature will be reflected by a 

Christian’s new conduct.” 

 Closing Application Question:  If I thought that Jesus was coming 

back tonight at midnight, how would I live my life today? 

 YouTube Video: “War Room – Official Trailer” [2:22] 


