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I WISH WE’D ALL BEEN READY 

An 5-Week Sermon Series on End Times from 2 Thessalonians 

Date Message Title Bible Text 
Oct 18 Your Suffering Has Meaning 2 Thessalonians 1:1-12 

Oct 25 The Day of the Lord 2 Thessalonians 2:1-2 

Nov  1 The Anti-Christ 2 Thessalonians 2:3-12 

Nov  8 What It Means to be Ready 2 Thessalonians 2:13-3:5 

Nov 15 Idleness 2 Thessalonians 3:6-15 

 

Summary of 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12  
 
 

Don’t be deceived by the false letter you received stating 

that the Day of the Lord has already come.  The Day of the 

Lord will not come until after the Antichrist has been revealed.  

And the Antichrist cannot be revealed until after the restrainer 

is removed.  After the restrainer is removed, the Antichrist will 

be revealed – empowered by Satan to do false signs and 

wonders.  People who have rejected God’s truth will follow 

the Antichrist in a strong delusion. 
 

 

Four Applications for Your Life (2 Thessalonians 2:1-12) 
 

1. Be aware of the devil’s schemes through the Antichrist 

(vv.3-4)     
 2 Corinthians 2:11 exhorts to be aware of the devil’s schemes so 

that we do not fall into his traps. 

 The term “antichrist” means “against Christ” and refers to… 

o little “a” antichrist – anyone who denies that Jesus is the 

Messiah, the Son of God come in the flesh (1 John 2:18-22; 4:3; 2 

John 7) 

o capital “A” Antichrist – the coming final world ruler energized by 

Satan who will seek to replace and oppose the true Christ 

 Other terms for the Antichrist include the “man of lawlessness” (2 

Thess. 2:3), the “son of destruction” (2:3), the “lawless one” (2:8), 

and the “beast” (Revelation 11:7; 13:1; 14:9,11; 15:2; 16:2; 17:3,13; 

19:20; 20:10). 

 

 Twelve Fast Facts About the Antichrist: 

(1) Before he comes, there will be a great rebellion (2 Thess. 2:3; 1 

Timothy 4:1-5; 2 Timothy 3:1-5). 

(2) Before he comes, the restrainer will be removed (2 Thess. 2:6-8). 

(3) The Antichrist will unite 10 nations (Daniel 7:24; Revelation 13:1; 

17:12) and appear to bring peace to the Middle East by signing 

a covenant with Israel that he will break 3.5 years later (Daniel 

9:27).  He then will rule the world for 3.5 years (Revelation 13:5).  

These 7 years combined make up the Great Tribulation period 

(Matthew 24:21). 

(4) He will abolish the Jewish sacrifice and desecrate the rebuilt 

Jewish temple in Jerusalem by placing himself there to be 

worshipped (Daniel 9:27; 12:11; Matthew 24:15; 2 Thess. 2:3-4). 

(5) He will claim to be God and will be worshipped by many (2 

Thessalonians 2:3-4; Revelation 13:4,12). 

(6) He will blaspheme the one true God (Revelation 13:6). 

(7) He will display supernatural powers through Satan (2 Thess. 2:9; 

Revelation 13:13-15). 

(8) He will appear to come back to life after dying (Revelation 

13:3,12-15). 

(9) He will control the world’s economy requiring his mark (666) for 

the buying and selling of goods (Revelation 13:16-16). 

(10) He will slay God’s two witnesses (Revelation 11:1-10). 

(11) He will assemble the armies of the world to fight against the true 

Christ in the Battle of Armageddon (Revelation 19:17-19). 

(12) He will be defeated and thrown alive into the lake of fire that 

burns with sulfur where he will be tormented day and night 

forever and ever (Revelation 19:20-21; 20:10). 

 Application #1 – Don’t follow this guy or his ways!!!  Are any of the 

following characteristics of “the rebellion” (2 Thess. 2:3) true about 

me?  (If so, spend some time confessing and repenting of it.) 

2 Timothy 3:1-5 – But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last 

days.  People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, 

proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, 

without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not 

lovers of the good, treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure 

rather than lovers of God — having a form of godliness but denying 

its power. 
 

2. Despite her imperfections, value the church because she 

restrains evil (vv.6-8)    
 The Antichrist cannot come until the restrainer is removed.  Who is 

the restrainer? 

 Many Bible scholars answer:  The restrainer is the Holy Spirit of God 

indwelling the church. 

 John Walvoord: “The most natural explanation of the removal of the 

restrainer is to identify this particular action with the time when Christ 

will come to take out His church.  If the Holy Spirit indwells the 



church and the church is taken out of the world, then the Spirit will 

also be taken out of the world.  This does not mean that He will not 

continue working in the world in some way; but it will mean a 

reversal of Pentecost.  The Spirit’s restraining ministry through the 

church will be taken out of the way at the rapture.” 

 Donald Grey Barnhouse: “What is keeping the Antichrist from 

putting his appearance on the world stage?  You are!  You and 

every other member of the body of Christ on earth.  The presence 

of the church of Jesus Christ is the restraining force that refuses to 

allow the man of lawlessness to be revealed.  True, it is the Holy Spirit 

who is the real restrainer.  But, the Holy Spirit indwells the believer.  

When the church is removed at the rapture, the Holy Spirit goes with 

the church insofar as His restraining power is concerned.” 

 Warren Wiersbe: “In spite of its weakness and seeming failure, never 

underestimate the importance of the church in the world.  People 

who criticize the church do not realize that the presence of the 

people of God in this world gives unsaved people opportunity to be 

saved.  The presence of the church is delaying the coming of 

judgment.  Lot was not a dedicated man, but his presence in 

Sodom held back the wrath of God (Gen. 19:12-29).” 

 Bill Hybels: “The local church is the hope of the world.” 

 Application #2 – Grace Fellowship, despite all of our imperfections, 

let’s hold our head up high and be who God has called us to be.  

Let’s renew our minds and hearts to our corporate identity in Christ: 

 We are the body of Christ (1 Corinthians 12) 

 We are the light of the world (Matthew 5:14-16) 

 We are the bride of Christ (Ephesians 5:25-32; Revelation 19:7) 

 We are God’s house (1 Peter 2:4-5) 

 We are God’s family (Eph. 1:5; James 1:18; 1 Peter 1:3) 

 We are the restrainer of evil (2 Thess. 2:6-7) 

 We are the hope of the world (1 Peter 1:3) 
 

3. Do not reject God’s truth and so fall into a strong delusion 

(vv.10-12)    
 When a group of people reject God’s truth, they fall into a strong 

delusion. 

 America has progressively been rejecting God’s truth more and 

more over several generations and are now buying into thoughts 

and practices that our forefathers and foremothers would consider 

delusional thinking.  Our nation has bought into… 

 A strong delusion that praying before public events is wrong. 

 A strong delusion that posting the Ten Commandments in a 

public square or courtroom or schoolhouse is wrong. 

 A strong delusion that a manger scene in a public square is 

wrong. 

 A strong delusion that killing babies in the womb is acceptable. 

 A strong delusion that adultery and affairs are entertainment to 

be watched and enjoyed on television and in movies. 

 A strong delusion that the practice of homosexuality is not a sin. 

 A strong delusion that marriage is anything other than a union 

between one man and one woman for life. 

 A strong delusion that we can treat other people with hate and 

disrespect such as caring picket signs that say “God Hates 

Fags” 

 A strong delusion that marriage has no meaning and that we 

can and should get divorced for any and every reason we 

want. 

 A strong delusion that men who self-identify as women can go 

into women’s restrooms and shower facilities. 

 Application #3 – Lord, we repent of our delusional thinking that right 

is wrong and wrong is right.  We repent on behalf of our nation for 

delusional thinking about sexuality immorality.  We repent of straying 

from You and Your Word.  We humble ourselves and pray and seek 

Your face, and we ask You to heal our land (2 Chronicles 7:14). 
 

4. Be alert and ready because Christ could return at any 

moment (v.1)   
 Mark 13:35-37 – Therefore be alert, since you don't know when the 

master of the house is coming—whether in the evening or at 

midnight or at the crowing of the rooster or early in the morning.  

Otherwise, he might come suddenly and find you sleeping. And 

what I say to you, I say to everyone: Be alert! 

 Application #4 – Because my Master Jesus Christ could return at 

any moment, I will… 

 Make sure that I am saved myself (Romans 10:9) 

 Take as many people as possible with me to heaven by praying 

for my Top Ten list and sharing my faith as God gives me 

opportunity 

 Live a godly life such that I will not be ashamed of my activity if 

He returns at any given moment 

 2 Peter 3:11-12 (The Message) – Since everything here today might 

well be gone tomorrow, do you see how essential it is to live a holy 

life?  Daily expect the Day of God, eager for its arrival.  

 

 

 

 

 


