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I WISH WE’D ALL BEEN READY 

An 5-Week Sermon Series on End Times from 2 Thessalonians 

Date Message Title Bible Text 
Oct 18 Your Suffering Has Meaning 2 Thessalonians 1:1-12 

Oct 25 The Day of the Lord 2 Thessalonians 2:1-2 

Nov  1 The Anti-Christ 2 Thessalonians 2:3-12 

Nov  8 What It Means to be Ready 2 Thessalonians 2:13-3:5 

Nov 15 Idleness 2 Thessalonians 3:6-15 

 

Today’s Message in a Nutshell 
 

 

Work hard until Christ returns. 
 

 

The Problem in Thessalonica 
 Some were claiming that the Day of the Lord had already come (2:2; 

false letter) and, therefore, believers no longer needed to work. 

 Warren Wiersbe: “What was the problem?  Some members of the 

assembly had misinterpreted Paul’s teachings about the return of Christ, 

left their jobs, and were living off the generosity of the church.  They 

were idle while others were working.  Yet they expected the church to 

support them.” 

 This is an interesting and counter-intuitive topic for an end times letter:  

Work hard! 

 James Grant: “What would you do if you knew Jesus would return later 

this week?  Would you go to work tomorrow?  Would you start calling 

people?  Would you change your life?  Would you pray all day?  Would 

you isolate yourself?  Interestingly, Paul would tell you to go to work.  He 

would tell you to go to school.  He would tell you to continue your life, as 

a Christian, in your job and responsibilities.” 

 

God’s Message for the Thessalonians and Us (2 Thess. 3:6-15) 
 

1. Work hard (3:6-15)    
 The word “idle” is mentioned 3 times in this passage:  vv.6,7,11 

 “idle” = ataktos = disorderly; unruly; being out of rank or order; refers 

to an apprentice being truant from work; idle; lazy behavior 

 Paul holds up himself, Silas, and Timothy as examples of hard 

workers (3:7-9) who engaged in a tent-making trade by day (Acts 

18:3) and shared God’s Word at night and on the Sabbath. 

 The Bible repeatedly calls for us to have a strong work ethic. 

 Proverbs 6:6-11 – Go to the ant, you sluggard; consider its ways and 

be wise!  It has no commander, no overseer or ruler, yet it stores its 

provisions in summer and gathers its food at harvest.  How long will 

you lie there, you sluggard? When will you get up from your sleep?  

A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest — 

and poverty will come on you like a bandit and scarcity like an 

armed man.  

 Proverbs 10:4 – Lazy hands make a man poor, but diligent hands 

bring wealth.  

 Proverbs 10:26 – As vinegar to the teeth and smoke to the eyes, so is 

a sluggard to those who send him.  

 Proverbs 14:23 – All hard work brings a profit, but mere talk leads 

only to poverty. 

 Proverbs 18:9 (The Message) – Slack habits and sloppy work are as 

bad as vandalism. 

 Proverbs 20:4 – A sluggard does not plow in season; so at harvest 

time he looks but finds nothing. 

 Proverbs 21:5 – The plans of the diligent lead to profit as surely as 

haste leads to poverty. 

 Proverbs 26:14 – As a door turns on its hinges, so a sluggard turns on 

his bed.  

 The Protestant Work Ethic (of the Puritans) 

 Doug Sherman:  “From Washington to Wall Street to Main Street, 

work dominates the landscape of modern life.  But unless you can 

connect what you do all day with what you think God wants you to 

be doing, you will never find ultimate meaning in either your work or 

your relationship with God.  But how can you make such a con-

nection?  It starts with a certainty that your work matters to God.” 

 Truth versus Myth: 

o Myth:  Only “the ministry” is meaningful and spiritual work. 

o Truth:  Your work matters to God.  Work can be spiritual. 

 AW Tozer:  “It is not what a man does that determines whether his 

work is sacred or secular, it is why he does it.  The motive is 

everything.  Let a man sanctify the Lord God in his heart and he 

can thereafter do no common act.  All he does is good and 

acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.  For such a man, living 

itself will be sacramental and the whole world a sanctuary.  His 

entire life will be a priestly ministration.  As he performs his never so 

simple task, he will hear the voice of the seraphim saying, ‘Holy, 

Holy, Holy, is the Lord of hosts:  the whole earth is full of His glory.’” 

 Colossians 3:23-24 – Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, 

as working for the Lord, not for men, since you know that you will 

receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ 

you are serving. 



 Application #1 – With God’s help and power, I am going to work 

hard at my job with excellence as though Jesus were my Boss.  I am 

going to prepare for Christ’s return by glorifying God in my work. 

 YouTube Video: “World’s Toughest Job – Official Video” [4:06] 

 Note to those without a job:  Verse 10 says the key is a person’s 

willingness to work.  If you are unemployed, I recommend… 

o Trust God with your job search.  Take hope in Him as the world’s 

greatest job placement Specialist (Matthew 6:25-34; Philippians 

4:19). 

o Treat finding a job as your job.  Get up every morning and “go 

to work” looking for a job.  Job search as unto the Lord. 

o Sign up for the Trading Post/Job Post on the Care Ministry 

website at http://www.whatisgrace.org/careministry/  

o “Anonymous Angels” is a financial help available for our Grace 

Fellowship family through the Care Ministry.  If you have a 

financial crisis in your unemployment and cannot pay your bills 

(rent, utilities, etc.), your Grace Fellowship family is here to help 

pay a bill.  Contact Care Ministry at 281-646-1903. 

o We also offer a great personal financial management course 

called “Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University” that will start 

in March. Sign up at http://www.whatisgrace.org/careministry/  

o Recommend Steve Farrar’s book “Tempered Steel” (Chaps 5-8) 
 

2. Set boundaries with the idle (3:6,10-15)   
 This is Paul’s second time to address the idle: 

(1) First time – Warned the idle in 1 Thessalonians 5:14 

(2) Now – Disciplining the idle by telling the Thessalonian Christians 

(a) to keep away from them (3:6,14) 

(b) not feed them (3:10) 

 Boundaries are healthy and an act of love 

 Application #2a – What to do with 24 year old still living with you: 

(1) If you are married, come to an agreement as a married couple 

on your boundaries and approach. 

(2) Create and communicate an exit plan (6 months or shorter) 

(3) Require your adult child to contribute to the household whether 

chores or rent payment or both.  (One option on rent payment 

is to collect it, but then to return it to them as a gift when they 

leave.) 

(4) Require employment while under your roof (even if all they can 

find is pizza delivery).  “No workie; no eatie” (2 Thess. 3:10). 

(5) Do not enable your adult child.  Don’t pay for their stuff.  Don’t 

make it attractive for them to stay.  They will not starve or be 

homeless.  They will grow up and find a way even if it is living 

with 3 roommates and working 3 fast food jobs.  The best way 

you can love them is by pushing them out of the nest! 

 YouTube Video: “Adult Children Living at Home” [6:21] 

 YouTube Video: “Grown Kids Still at Home” [5:44] 

 

 

 Application #2b – Set your younger children up for success: 

 Teach them a work ethic with chores 

 Teach them to budget and manage money (3 jars) 

 Teach them to give biblically 

 Great resources:  Ramsey/Cruze’s “Smart Money Smart Kids” 

and Ramsey’s “Financial Peace Junior” 
 

3. Do not grow weary in doing good (3:13)   
 The Thessalonian Christians must have been tempted to give up.  

They were in an environment that was hostile to the Christian faith.  

Some of their fellow believers were being idle based on a false 

understanding of end times.  Paul exhorts them to set healthy 

boundaries, to work hard, and to not give up.” 

 Craig Groeschel: “Don't give up. Perseverance is the hard work you 

do after you get tired of doing the hard work you already did.” 

 Application #3 – Don’t give up!  Keep doing the right thing! 
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