
Generosity 
Acts 4:32-37 – November 22, 2015 

 

Upcoming Spiritual Menu 
 

Date Message Text or Time 

Nov. 22 Generosity Acts 4:32-37 

Nov. 29 Our Story: A Powerful Testimony Jeff and Kim Dietz 

Dec.  6 I C N U Genesis 12:1-3 

Dec. 13 Adult Christmas Program 8:45 and 10:45 a.m. 

Dec. 20 Kidz XD Christmas Program 8:45 and 10:45 a.m. 

Dec. 20 Simple Grace (in the Vista) 8:45 and 10:45 a.m. 

Dec. 24 Christmas Eve Candlelight Services 2:00, 4:00, & 6:00 p.m. 

 

Generosity 
 On a scale of 1 to 10, how generous of a person are you? _____ 

 By whose standard are you measuring your generosity? 

 Definition:  “Generosity is at its core a ______________________, a lifestyle 

in which we share all that we have, are, and ever will become as a 

demonstration of God’s love and a response to God’s grace.” – Chris 

Willard 

 Jesus’ standard of generosity 
 

Luke 21:1-4 – As He looked up, Jesus saw the rich putting their gifts into 

the temple treasury.  He also saw a poor widow put in two very small 

copper coins.  "I tell you the truth," He said, "this poor widow has put in 

more than all the others.  All these people gave their gifts out of their 

wealth; but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on."  
 

 Jim Sheppard: “Generosity flows from an understanding that all that we 

have, are, and ever will become is not ours to possess, and it results in 

sharing what we’ve been given with others for the advancement of the 

Kingdom and the glory of God.  Generosity embraces a biblical 

understanding of stewardship: (1) God is the owner of everything; (2) 

What we have has been given to us by God; (3) The resources we 

possess are assets to be invested in the Kingdom.” 

 

One Study of What the Bible Says about Generosity (Acts 4:32-37) 
 

1. Ownership – My stuff does not really __________ to me (v.32)   

2. Generosity – Many in the early church gave ______________ 

the tithe (v.34)   

3. Surrender – The early church entrusted their gifts to the 

church ____________________ (v.35)   

4. Results – The _______________ spread and needs were met 

(vv.33-34)   

5. The Example of Barnabas (vv.36-37)    

The Generosity Ladder (adapted from Nelson Searcy) 
 

 
 

Application #1 – Self-assessment:  My current location on the 

Generosity Ladder is… 
 NOT GIVING – I am currently not giving to God’s Kingdom through His 

local church. 

 FIRST TIME GIVER – I have recently given my first gift to God’s Kingdom 

through His local church. 

 OCCASIONAL GIVING – I give occasional gifts to God’s Kingdom 

through His local church. 

 INTENTIONAL GIVING – I give systematically (weekly or monthly) to God’s 

Kingdom through His local church, but I have not reached a tithe yet. 

 TITHING – I am currently giving 10% of my income to God’s Kingdom 

through His local church. 

 SACRIFICIAL GIVING – I am currently giving beyond the tithe to God’s 

Kingdom causes both in and beyond the local church. 

 LIFESTYLE OF GENEROSITY – I am living a lifestyle of generosity that 

includes tithing, sacrificial giving, and a holding everything I have 

loosely available for the Master’s use.  I’m generous as a lifestyle. 



Application #2 – Will I take the next step on the Generosity 

Ladder? 
 

 

Bolstering My Faith to Take the Next Step 
 How a mother bird teaches her young to fly 

 Malachi 3:8-10 – "Will a man rob God? Yet you rob Me.”  But you ask, 

“How do we rob You?”  In tithes and offerings. 9 You are under a curse 

— the whole nation of you — because you are robbing Me. 10 Bring the 

whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in My house. 

Test Me in this, says the Lord Almighty, and see if I will not throw open 

the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will 

not have room enough for it. 

 Three insights from Malachi 3:8-10 

(1) God’s standard is the ________________ (10% of your income) 

(2) We are to give the tithe to the _______________________________ 

(“storehouse” = temple) 

(3) God invites us to _____________ Him.  Give it a try!  Try tithing for 3 

months straight and see if God does not bless you in tangible ways. 

 Please see message on Dec 5, 2010 (“The Final Word on Tithing” from 

Malachi series) for discussion of old covenant versus new covenant. 

 John D. Rockefeller – “I never would have been able to tithe the first 

million dollars I ever made if I had not tithed my first salary, which was 

$1.50 per week.” 

 I believe that getting to the “Tithing” step on the ladder requires the 

faith risk of letting go of the branch to fly.  I believe that getting to the 

“Sacrificial Giving” and “Lifestyle of Generosity” steps on the ladder 

require budgeting and becoming ___________________________. 

 Dave Ramsey’s “Baby Steps” to Financial Peace: 

(1) Save $1000 as an emergency fund to prevent new debt. 

(2) Pay off all debt except your home. 

(3) Save an amount equal to 3-6 months of expenses as an emergency 

money market fund to prevent any new debt. 

(4) Save 15 percent of your gross household income into retirement 

plans. 

(5) Save for college for your children. 

(6) Pay your house off early. 

(7) Build wealth to give away for extra Kingdom purposes. 

 Highly recommend taking “Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University” 

class here at Grace Fellowship.  New class starts March 7, 2016 

(Mondays @ 7pm). To sign up go to www.whatisgrace.org/careministry  
  

RESULTS OF FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY CLASSES AT GRACE FELLOWSHIP 

Action Fall 2012 Spring 2013 Fall 2013 Spring 2014 

Debt Paid (10wks) $13,065 $20,550 $23,950 $45,800 

$ Saved (10wks) $5,480 $35,673 $29,200 $16,900 

Credit Cards Cut Up 29 30 43 24 

Increased Giving  4 families 5 families 4 families 3 families 
  

Grace Fellowship’s “Portfolio” – Is this local “storehouse” called 

Grace Fellowship a good investment in God’s Kingdom? 
 Professions of faith: 1280 people have joined Grace Fellowship in the last 

19 years by inviting Christ into their lives for the first time.  This year (2015) 

we conducted 141 profession of faith baptisms. 

 Reaching the unchurched:  68% of the people who joined Grace 

Fellowship this year were previously unchurched. 

 Prayer:  38,394 prayer requests were prayed for this year. 

 Care:  2911 care touches were made this year. 

 Discipleship:  2256 people are being discipled in a small group; 1550 

people are serving in 3081 serving roles; 498 children are discipled each 

week; 251 teenaged students are discipled each week. 

 Missions:  Grace Fellowship has adopted 4 unreached people groups 

containing over 21 million souls, and we are trusting God for them to be 

reached for Christ.  We conducted 10 cross cultural mission trips this 

year.  Grace Fellowship gives away 20% of all its income to missions work 

outside of our walls. 

 Word of God:  Grace Fellowship has the lifetime goal of teaching all 66 

books of the Bible from the pulpit, and we are more than ½ way there! 

 Vision:  The vision of a church seeking to be a house of prayer for all 

nations is something I want in on! 

 

Application #2 – Will I take the next step on the Generosity 

Ladder? 
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