
Christmas Eve Message 
“Loving My Neighbor Like the Innkeeper” – Luke 2:7 

December 24, 2015 
 

New Years Sermon Series 
 

THE 40 DAY NEIGHBORING EXPERIMENT 

A 6-Week Sermon Series on Loving Your Neighbor 

Date Message Title Bible Text 
Jan  3 Loving Your Neighbor By Knowing Him Luke 10:25-37 

Jan 10 Loving Your Neighbor By Respecting Her Leviticus 19:9-18 

Jan 17 Loving Your Neighbor Who is Hard to Love Matthew 5:43-48 

Jan 24 Loving Your Neighbor By Loving Yourself Mark 10:28-31 

Jan 31 Loving Your Neighbor By Sharing Your Faith 1 Peter 3;15 

Feb  7 Testimony Sunday Open mic 

 

Christmas Challenge: The 40 Day Neighboring Experiment 
 

 

For the first 40 days of 2016, I will pray the following 2 prayers: 

(1) Lord, how do You want me to love my neighbor today? 

(2) Lord, please give me the courage and power to act on 

what You are showing me. 
 

 

Video: “First Christmas: Innkeeper” [2:21] found at Skitguys.com 
 

4 Lessons from the Innkeeper About Loving My Neighbor 
 

1. Loving my neighbor takes _______________. 
 The innkeeper had to take the time to set up Mary and 

Joseph in the stable/cave (Luke 2:7). 

 Rick Warren: “The best use of life is love.  The best expression 

of love is time.  The best time to love is now.” 
 

2. Loving my neighbor requires _______________________ 

____________________. 
 What is super odd about this story is that Mary and Joseph 

did not stay with relatives (Luke 2:4).   

 The very likely reason was shunning from Joseph’s relatives 

because of their out-of-wedlock pregnancy. 

 Matthew 9:10-12 – While Jesus was having dinner at 

Matthew's house, many tax collectors and "sinners" came 

and ate with Him and His disciples.  When the Pharisees saw 

this, they asked His disciples, "Why does your teacher eat with 

tax collectors and 'sinners'?"  On hearing this, Jesus said, "It is 

not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick.” 

 Shane Claiborne: “Sometimes people ask me if I am scared, 

living in the inner city.  I usually reply, ‘I’m more scared of the 

suburbs.’  The Scriptures say that we should not fear those 

things which can destroy the body, but we are to fear that 

which can destroy the soul (Matt. 10:28).  While the ghettos 

may have their share of violence and crime, the suburbs are 

the home of the more subtle demonic forces – numbness, 

complacency, comfort – and it is these that can eat away at 

our souls.” 
 

3. Loving my neighbor flows from _____________________. 
 The innkeeper did not know it, but he was providing housing 

for the Son of God!!! 

 Hebrews 13:2 – Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so 

doing some people have entertained angels without 

knowing it. 

 Matthew 25:40 – The King will reply, “I tell you the truth, 

whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of 

Mine, you did for Me.” 

 Mother Teresa: “The poor are Jesus in disguise.” 
 

4. Loving my neighbor ____________ me something. 
 Providing housing for Mary, Joseph, and Jesus cost the 

innkeeper time and energy and effort and work (probably in 

the middle of the night). 

 The cost to the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:29-37) 

 John Piper’s booklet “The Innkeeper” 

 

 

My Christmas Application – In an attempt to love my 

neighbor well, I will begin praying today and through the first 

40 days of the Year 2016: 
 Lord, how do You want me to love my neighbor today? 

 Lord, please give me the courage and power to do 

whatever it is that You are showing me. 
 

 

 


