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Advent:  “The arrival of something momentous”.   

The arrival of Jesus is certainly something momentous.  It’s an incredible 

invitation.  But oftentimes, we are so familiar with the invitation that we 

don’t always realize the full implications of it.   

“The major problem with the invitation now is precisely overfamiliarity.  Familiarity breeds 

unfamiliarity, and then contempt.  People think they have heard the invitation.  They think 

they have accepted it-or rejected it.  But they have not.  The difficulty today is to hear it at 

all.” – Dallas Willard 

Mark 1:15 “The time has come,” he said.  “The kingdom of God is near.  Repent and believe 

the good news!” 

The word “repent” has such a negative connotation because we associate it 
only with being wrong about something, and that’s part of it.  To repent 
simply means to __________________.  It means to rethink things, to adjust 
your attitude, your viewpoint, or your approach in light of some new fact.   
 
Over and over again in the gospels, you’ll find Jesus talking to people about 

the kingdom of God. 

Some examples: 

Matthew 4:23 describes Jesus’ ministry, “Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their 

synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and 

sickness among the people.” 

Matthew 6: his most famous prayer – “your kingdom come, your will be done…” 

Matthew 10: 7, first time he sends his disciples out to proclaim his message, “Preach this 

message, “the Kingdom of heaven is near.” 

Matthew 13:  told parables about it – a seed scattered on different soils, a small seed that 

grows into a great tree, a hidden treasure, a pearl of great price. 

After his resurrection Acts 1:3 – “He presented himself alive to them by many convincing 

proofs, appearing to them during the 40 days and speaking about the kingdom of God.” 

Acts 28:30 after his ascension, his followers are still proclaiming it, “For two whole years Paul 

stayed there in his own rented hose and welcomed all who came to see him.  Boldly and 

without hindrance he preached the kingdom of God and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

In Paul’s letters in the New Testament, he uses the phrase “Kingdom of God” or its 

equivalent 14 times.  2 examples: 

Romans 14:17 “For the kingdom of God is not food and drink but righteousness, and peace 

and joy in the Holy Spirit.” 

Colossians 1:13-14 “He has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into 

the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.” 

What is a kingdom? 

It’s where what the king says ___________. 
 
Genesis 1:26 – “Let us make mankind in our image and Let them rule” or let them have 

dominion. 

This is kingdom language.   

We were created to have a kingdom, to exercise dominion, and to flourish 

in that reign. 

Our Kingdoms are systems of personal power and God wants to redeem 

them. 

How are things in the kingdom of earth?  How are things in your kingdom?  

How’s that working for you? 

We are meant to have a little kingdom, a little system of personal power, 

but our kingdoms are ruined by sin.   

And yet, nobody wants it that way.  Everyone wants to live a good 
flourishing life.  Nobody wants to live a disintegrated life.   

 
What is the kingdom of God? 

Its where what God wants done is done.  Its where what God says goes.   

It’s a life of intimacy and interaction with God. 

What does it mean that the Kingdom of God is near? 

When Jesus said to repent because the kingdom of God is near, he’s inviting 

you to change your mind, for a new life of intimacy and interaction with God 

is now available through him.  Right here, and right now.  



How are things in the kingdom of God?   How does life work there?  What 

does it look like? 

Because the kingdom of God is here, I can tap into an abiding peace:   
 
Because the Kingdom of God is here, I can tap into a hope that endures the 
most discouraging of circumstances 
My habit of “Mental hygiene” – 23rd Psalm, the Lord’s Prayer, 2 Corinthians 
4:16-18  
 
Because the kingdom of God is here, I can access the power to do what is 
right and resist the forces of evil 
To battle anger 
To overcome sin –confession 
The importance of an “FDF” or “Fully Disclosing Friend” 
 
Because the kingdom of God is here, I can have a conversational 
relationship with God. 

Why don’t we see more of an outbreak of the kingdom of God in our 

midst? 

In the church, I think one of the problems is that we reduce the availability 
of the kingdom of God to getting our sins forgiven so we can go to heaven 
when we die and not much else.  Another problem is that people outside 
the church and even inside the church think that following Jesus is too hard 
or it costs too much or it won’t “work.” 
 
G.K. Chesterton:  “The problem with Christianity is not that it has been tried and found 

wanting.  The problem is that is found wanting and therefore left untried.” 

 

How can I enter the kingdom of God?  Or how do I live in it more fully? 

You discover what life is like in the kingdom of God not just by believing that 
the kingdom is available, not just by understanding how it works, but by 
taking practical steps to _________ on it.   
 
First step:  trust in what Jesus has done.  The good news ABOUT Jesus 
Mark 10:45 “the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a 
ransom for many.”   

 
Second step:  trust Jesus – good news OF Jesus, enrolling as his 
disciple/student/apprentice 
 
A one step approach to life in the kingdom shrinks to gospel to the story of 
how to get into heaven after you die.   
The two-step approach expands the gospel to the story of how to get into 
heaven ___________ you die. 
 
Hearing me talk about this invitation won’t change you.  You can spend 
hours and hours studying the bible and learning what Jesus says about life in 
the kingdom of God and it won’t change you.  You have to actually begin to 
live it out to discover how it works. 
 
John 8:32 – “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, 
and the truth will set you free.” 

 
As we approach 2016, how is God inviting you to do that?  How is he inviting 
you to rely on him in faith?  What truth is he inviting you to know in your 
experience, not just in your head?  How does he want to set you free in 
2016? 
 
What would it look like if we were a church full of people who are living as 
apprentices of Jesus, learning from him how to live their lives in the reality 
of God’s kingdom? 

 
 
Questions to consider:   What if you knew you were going to live 
tomorrow?  What would you do?  What story would be the chief orienting 
force in your life?  Who would you follow?  Who would be your teacher?  
Would you like to live a richly interactive relationship with God that is the 
basis of and constitutes a new kind of life? 
 
For further study: 
 
 
The Live You’ve Always Wanted by John Ortberg 
The Divine Conspiracy by Dallas Willard 


