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THE 40 DAY NEIGHBORING EXPERIMENT 

A 6-Week Sermon Series on Loving Your Neighbor 

Date Message Title Bible Text 
Jan  3 Loving Your Neighbor By Knowing Him Luke 10:25-37 

Jan 10 Loving Your Neighbor By Respecting Her Leviticus 19:9-18 

Jan 17 Loving Your Neighbor Who is Hard to Love Matthew 5:43-48 

Jan 24 Loving Your Neighbor By Loving Yourself Mark 10:28-31 

Jan 31 Loving Your Neighbor By Sharing Your Faith 1 Peter 3;15 

Feb  7 Testimony Sunday Open mic 

 

The 40 Day Neighboring Experiment 
 

 

For the first 40 days of 2016, I will pray the following 2 prayers: 

(1) Lord, how do You want me to love my neighbor today? 

(2) Lord, please give me the courage and power to act on 

what You are showing me. 
 

 

A few thoughts: 
 “Neighbor” could be anyone that God prompts you about. 

 The key to this experiment is sincerely praying this prayer daily 

and then being open to God’s leading and promptings and 

being willing to act on those promptings no matter how silly. 

 Be safe.  Involve others if the prompting involves any kind of 

physical risk. 

 Try one sentence journaling during these 40 days to record what 

you are hearing from God and to track what happens.  You can 

do this on paper or on your phone. 
 

This Week’s Big Application  - Get to know the names of 

your 5 neighbors surrounding your living space. 
 

A few thoughts: 
 “Neighbor” here means the person actually living next door to 

you and across the street. 

 Bonus points for getting to know someone’s name that you do 

not know at work or school. 

 

Learning from Jesus About How to Love My Neighbor 

from Luke 10:25-37 
 

Loving my neighbor starts with loving God. 

1.  (vv.25-29)  
 The conversation about loving our neighbor starts with the 

Great Commandment.  Loving our neighbor flows out of 

loving God first. 

 At first blush, it seems like Jesus is saying that we get eternal 

life by loving God and loving neighbor.  However, v. 29 

makes it clear that this is not the case. 

 “justify” = dikaioo = declare righteous; declare innocent 

 Romans 3:20-25 – Therefore no one will be declared 

righteous in His sight by observing the law; rather, through the 

law we become conscious of sin.  But now a righteousness 

from God, apart from law, has been made known, to which 

the Law and the Prophets testify.  This righteousness from God 

comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is 

no difference, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 

God, and are justified freely by His grace through the 

redemption that came by Christ Jesus.  God presented Him 

as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in His blood.  

 Conclude:  Loving my neighbor begins by dealing with my sin 

problem through belief and faith in Jesus Christ to justify me – 

to make me right with God.  This faith empowers me then to 

love God with all my heart and to love my neighbor. 

 Sample prayer:  “God, I confess that I have sinned against 

You, and I want to tell You that I am sorry.  Thank You, Jesus, 

for paying the penalty in my place.  I believe in You, Jesus.  I 

believe that You died for my sins and rose from the dead.  I 

place my faith in You, and I receive Your free gift of eternal 

life and forgiveness of my sins.  Now, empower me to love 

You with all my heart and to love my neighbor well.” 

 

2. Loving my neighbor involves caring enough to stop 

and get involved. (vv.30-33)   
 The Good Samaritan cared enough to stop and get 

involved.  The priest and Levite did not. 

 Three obstacles you must overcome in order to stop and get 

involved with your neighbor: 



(1) Pride – The priest and Levite were too prideful to stop and 

get involved with their neighbor. 

(2) Busyness – The priest and Levite were too busy to stop 

and get involved with their neighbor. 

(3) Fear – The priest and Levite were too afraid to stop and 

get involved with their neighbor. 

 State Farm Study:  “Only 25% of Americans know the name of 

their next door neighbors.” (Forbes, 10-12-2014) 

 Trulia Survey: “Of those who know their neighbors’ names, 

80% like their neighbors.” (Forbes, 10-24-2013) 

 The Roseto Effect (Amer. Journal of Public Health, Aug 1992) 

 

This Week’s Big Application:  Get to know the names of 

your 5 neighbors (literally) surrounding your living space. 
 

 
 

 

 

Five Tips on Getting to Know Your Neighbors’ Names: 
 

1. Start praying for your neighbors daily (by location if you don’t 

know their names yet).  “Where your prayers are, there your 

heart will be also.” 

2. Look for opportunities to introduce yourself or talk (i.e. when you 

are getting your newspaper or working in your yard or moving 

your cars so the home owners association doesn’t write you one 

of those letters).  Master the art of “Hi, my name is….” 

3. Make a batch of cookies.  Divide into 5 paper plates.  Attach a 

sticky note.  Go knock on their door: “Hey, one of my New Year’s 

Resolutions is to be a better neighbor.  I just wanted to make you 

a few cookies and say hello.” 

4. Fess up on name forgetting:  “I’m embarrassed but I’ve forgotten 

your name.  One of my New Year’s Resolutions is to be a better 

neighbor.” 

5. Write down their name immediately (in your phone or on an 

index card to put in your Bible).  Now, pray daily for them by 

name. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


