
God’s Heart for the Nations 
“The Living God is a Missionary God”  

Genesis 12:1-3 – February 14, 2016 
 

Our Sermon Series 
 

GOD’S HEART FOR THE NATIONS 
A 6-Week Sermon Series on Fulfilling the Great Commission 

Date Message Title Bible Text 
Feb. 14 The Living God is a Missionary God Genesis 12:1-3 

Feb. 21 The Story of His Glory Bible Survey 

Feb. 28 Heroes Who Have Gotten God’s Heart Hebrews 11 

Mar.  6 The Goal is Not For Everyone to Be Western Acts 10 

Mar. 13 God’s Strategy for Reaching the Nations Matthew 28:18-20 

Mar. 20 What is My Role in Reaching the Nations? Acts 1:8 

 

What Does God Want for Valentine’s Day? 
 Genesis 12:1-3 

 It is the vision of Grace Fellowship to be a house of prayer for all 

nations (Isaiah 56:7). 
 

House Prayer Nations 
Building a community that knows God and makes Him known. 

 

The Background to Genesis 12:1-3 
 God’s charge to the first humans (Genesis 1:26-31) 

 Sin and the Fall (Genesis 3) 

 God’s charge to Noah (Genesis 9:1,7) 

 The Tower of Babel (Genesis 11:1-9) 

 God’s Plan (Genesis 12:1-3) 
 

Four Promises and a Charge (Genesis 12:1-3) 
 

Promise #1 – Land 
 God gets more specific in Genesis 12:6-7; 13:14-18; 15:18-21 

 This is partially fulfilled in Genesis 23 (Abraham buys burial plot 

for Sarah from Ephron the Hittite). 

 This is more completely fulfilled in the Book of Joshua in the 

taking of the Promised Land. 
 

Promise #2 – Descendants  
 God gives Abram a word picture for this in Genesis 15:2-6 

 This is partially fulfilled in Genesis 21 (birth of Isaac). 

 This is more completely fulfilled in the multiplying of 

Abraham’s descendants in Egypt (Exodus 1:6-7) such that 

when Moses leads them out of Egypt, there are more than 2 

million Jews (Exodus 12:37).  They are a great nation! 
 

Promise #3 – Blessing  
 Abram was blessed materially and spiritually. 

 Abram’s flocks and herds were greatly blessed, and he 

became very wealthy (Genesis 12:16; 13:6; 20:14; 24:34-35) 

 Abram was credited with righteousness (justified) by God 

when he believed (Genesis 15:6) 
 

Promise #4 – A Name  
 God changes his name from Abram to Abraham (“father of 

many nations”) in Genesis 17:3-14 

 Abraham’s name became great, and he was considered 

the father of the Jewish people (John 8:39; Acts 7:2). 
 

The Charge – Bless All the Families of the Earth 
 God did not want to stop at just blessing Abraham and his 

descendants.  God’s plan was to bless all peoples of the 

earth through Abraham and his descendants. 

 One of the purposes of blessing Abraham was to use him to 

bless all peoples and thus fulfill God’s original mandate with 

Adam and Eve (Genesis 1:26-31). 
 

Triple Fulfillment of Genesis 12:1-3 
 

 Immediate Intermediate Ultimate 
Land Israel Whole World  

(Ps. 2:8; Matt 28:18-20) 

Heaven 

(Revelation 21-22) 

Descendants Nation of Israel Jews and Gentiles 

(Ephesians 3:4-11) 

People from ev-

ery tribe (Rev 7:9) 

Blessing Declared 

righteous 

Salvation 

(Romans 3:21-30) 

Glorification 

(Romans 8:18-30) 

Name Abraham Christian 

(Acts 11:26) 

On foreheads 

(Revelation 22:4) 

Charge Bless nations Make disciples of 

all nations 

(Matthew 28:18-20) 

Fulfilled around 

His Throne 

(Revelation 7:9) 
 

 Revelation 7:9-10 – After this I looked, and behold, a great 

multitude that no one could number, from every nation, from all 

tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne 

and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm 

branches in their hands, and crying out with a loud voice, 

“Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the 

Lamb!” 



 Matthew 28:18-20 – Jesus came and said to them, “All authority 

in heaven and on earth has been given to Me.  Go therefore 

and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 

the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them 

to observe all that I have commanded you.  And behold, I am 

with you always, to the end of the age.” 

 John Wesley – “The world is my parish.” 

 What if you had the cure for cancer? 

 Rick Warren: “Your mission has eternal significance.  It will impact 

the destiny of other people, so it’s more important than any job, 

achievement, or goal you will reach during your life on earth.  

The consequences of your mission will last forever.  Nothing else 

you do will ever matter as much as helping people establish an 

eternal relationship with God.  The best use of life is to spend it for 

something that outlasts it.  The truth is, only the kingdom of God is 

going to last.  There are people on this planet whom only you will 

be able to reach, because of where you live and what God has 

made you to be.  If just one person will be in heaven because of 

you, your life will have made a difference for eternity.  Start 

looking around at your personal mission field and pray, ‘God, 

who have You put in my life for me to tell about Jesus?’” 

 Important question:  Is anyone going to be in heaven because of 

me? 

 

A Menu of Applications – What is God Saying to Me? 
 Declare Faith in Christ Myself.  I’m going to invite Jesus Christ into 

my life and tell the world I’ve done so through public water 

baptism on Sunday, March 20.  To sign up for baptism contact 

Joy at jperozo@whatisgrace.org or 281-646-1903 x.111 or sign up 

online at http://www.whatisgrace.org/events/  

 Neighbor as a Lifestyle.  I’m go to keep the 40 Day Neighboring 

Experiment going by continuing to reach out relationally to my 

neighbors. 

 Pray Daily for My Top Ten List.  I’m going to develop a list of the 

10 people I most want to see come to Christ and pray for them 

daily. 

 Share My Faith With Someone.  I’m going to share my faith story 

(or the Romans Road) with a seeker whom I’ve been developing 

a relationship with (see message on 1-31-16). 

 Go on a Cross Cultural Mission Trip This Year.  This is my year to 

actually go.  I’m going to sign up to go on one of Grace 

Fellowship’s 17 mission trips this year.  Look at options at 

http://missionsatgracefellowship.com/#/trips  

 Pray Daily for our Unreached People Groups.  I’m going to pray 

daily for the Ban*jar, Bug*is, Makas*ar, and Raj*put peoples.  

(See brochure in today’s bulletin.  Prayer guides available on 

missions kiosk.) 

 Do Local Missions to Reach the Nations.  I’m going to participate 

in The Church Has Left the Building (CHLB) on Oct. 9, or I’m going 

to talk my small group into doing a Double Dog Dare in order to 

reach out to the nations here in West Houston. 

 Take Perspectives.  I’m going to sign up to take “Perspectives on 

the World Christian Movement” in the Fall.  Investigate or sign up 

now at http://katyperspectives.com/  

 Commit My Life to be a Great Commission Christian.  I’m going 

to pray about standing up during the altar call on Sunday, 

March 20, and committing my life to be a Great Commission 

Christian. 

 Commit to Go to the Mission Field Vocationally.  I’m going to 

pray about coming forward during the altar call on Sunday, 

March 20, and commit to go to the mission field vocationally. 

 

Two Altar Calls on Sunday, March 20 
 

1. Great Commission Christian – By God’s grace and power, I 

commit my life to the fulfillment of the Great Commission.  I 

commit my life to pray for the world to be reached for Christ.  I 

commit my life to tell others about a relationship with God 

through Jesus Christ.  I am open to God calling me (and my 

family) to the mission field, but regardless of whether I leave West 

Houston or not, I will give my life away for the sake of the Gospel.  

I will share my faith right where I am.  As a part of Grace 

Fellowship, I will support the vision of reaching our adopted 

unreached people groups through prayer, encouragement, and 

finances. 
 

2. Go to the Field Vocationally – By God’s grace and power, I say 

“yes” to God’s call to go to the mission field.  I am compelled by 

the love of Christ to personally take the Gospel to the ends of the 

earth.  I commit my life to humble prayer, training, and living in a 

spiritually lost area of the world where God calls me to make 

disciples of Jesus Christ.  I might not know when and where I am 

going, but I have heard God’s call and want to respond to Him 

publicly. 
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