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Jesus’ prayer and God’s global purpose 
Jesus astonished people in two ways on Palm Sunday: 

 • His teaching at the temple, quoting both Isaiah and 

Jeremiah (Mark 11:17-18). 

• His prayer of purpose and the Father’s response (John 

12:27-30). 

Jesus’ prayer sums up God’s global purpose:  

“Father, glorify Your name .” 

These particular words were found all through the Bible 

that these leaders read aloud and that the people knew. 

This prayer encapsulates the focal point of God’s purpose 

that rolls throughout the scriptures as a running, coherent 

story. This drama was the back story for His prayer. It is the 

prequel for anyone who follows Christ today. It is the story 

of His glory, unfolding in three movements:   

 

1. The Great Display 
At the exodus, God saves His people. But there is a greater 

purpose beyond salvation. The people are saved in order 

serve and worship God. God shames the gods of Egypt as 

a global spectacle of His greatness, making His name (His 

“fame name”) great. He begins a love-covenant with His 

people as a display of His goodness. He calls for and 

blesses His house, the temple, to make Himself known and 

to welcome the worship of the nations.  

• Exodus: God made His name great (Exodus 9:13-16). 

“...so that you may know that there is no one like Me in all 

the earth...and in order to proclaim My name through all 

the earth.” 

• Temple: God makes Himself known (1 Kings 8:17-19, 41-43; 

10:1-9, 24). 

“...in order that all the peoples of the earth may know Your 

name, to fear You, as do Your people Israel” (1 Kings 8:43) 

 

2. The Great Delay 
All Israel had to do was to worship God alone, trusting or 

honoring no other god. But they began to pray to other 

gods. Idolatry always makes it impossible for God to be 

thanked or glorified. After generations of revival cycles, 

God exiled His idolatrous people, and destroyed the house 

built for His name. But God promised to restore His people, 

radically transforming them by His Spirit, and with them, 

many from all nations. 

• Idolatry and exile: Profaning His name (1 Kings 11:4-8; 

Jeremiah 7:1-4, 8-15) 

“It is not for your sake, O house of Israel, that I am about to 

act, but for My holy name, which you have profaned 

among the nations...” (Ezekiel 36:22) 

• Promise: A new exodus and a new covenant (Ezekiel 

36:22-27, 37:21, 23-28; Isaiah 56:6-8; Psalm 86:9-10) 

“All nations whom You have made shall come and 

worship before You, O Lord, and they shall glorify Your 

name” (Psalm 86:9). 

 

 

3. The Greater Fulfillment 
The return from exile was disappointing. Although free from 

idolatry, the rebuilt and refurbished temple was not the 

same. Hopes for restoring Israel focused on a militant 

Messiah. Jesus surprised everyone by speaking of a temple 

for all peoples. The apostles confirmed that in the risen 

Christ, God is forming a global people of worship, to serve 

and name Him for His glory amidst every people.   



• Messiah: A greater house for all peoples (Mark 11:17, 

14:57-58) 

“He began to teach and say to them,’Is it not written, “My 

house shall be called a house of prayer for all the 

nations”’”? (Mark 11:17). 

• Apostles: One people from all peoples (Acts 15:13-18; 

Romans 1:5, 15:8-13) 

“God has concerned Himself, initiating a work to take from 

the peoples a people for His name” (Acts 15:14). 

“A great multitude which no one could count, from every 

nation and all tribes and peoples and tongues, standing 

before the throne and before the Lamb...” (Revelation 

7:9). 

 

4. Following Jesus: Step Into the Story 
God entrusts each believer a significant part in completing 

His work in every people. His goal is to see that Christ is 

famous among all and followed by many in every people. 

We can find and fulfill our role in this great story only by 

following Jesus. 

• Lift up Jesus — so that many are drawn to Him 

— Your part in the story is to lift up Jesus, telling your story 

and His. 

“And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people 

to Myself” (John 12:32).  

 — Focus on the finish among unreached peoples. 

Unreached peoples are essentially “churchless” peoples, 

in which Christ is not yet “named” by growing 

Christ-following movements. 

“I aspired to preach the gospel, not where Christ was 

already named” (Romans 15:20). 

• Follow Jesus — by praying your way into God’s story 

 — The primary matter of the “Lord’s prayer” is God  

— The primary matter of the “Lord’s prayer” is God 

advancing His global purpose in lives and communities 

both near and far. 

“Sanctify (reveal, set apart, exalt) Your name” (Matthew 

6:9). 

— When the Father answered Jesus’ prayer, He also 

answered you. 

“Now My life has become troubled. And what shall I say?  

‘Father, save Me from this hour’?  

But for this purpose I came to this hour.   

‘Father, glorify Your name.’”  

Then a voice came out of heaven:  

“I have both glorified it, and will glorify it again.” 

...Jesus answered and said,  

“This voice has not come for My sake, but for your sakes.”  

 

(John 12:27-30). 

 


