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THE APOCALYPSE 
A 14-Week Sermon Series on The Book of Revelation 

Date Message Title Bible Text 
Mar 26-27 The Revelation of Jesus Christ Revelation 1-3 

April  3 The Throne in Heaven Revelation 4-5 

April 10 The 7 Seals in Heaven Revelation 6 

April 17 The People in Heaven Revelation 7 

April 24 The 7 Trumpets in Heaven Revelation 8-9 

May  1 The Two Witnesses from Heaven Revelation 10-11 

May  8 War in Heaven Revelation 12 

May 15 The Anti-Christ and the False Prophet Revelation 13-14 

May 22 The 7 Bowls in Heaven Revelation 15-16 

May 29 The Fall of Babylon Revelation 17-18 

June  5 The Second Coming of Jesus Christ Revelation 19 

June 12 The Millennium Revelation 20 

June 19 Heaven – Part 1 Revelation 21 

June 26 Heaven – Part 2 Revelation 22 

 

The Tribulation 

 Key verse (6:17) 

 Revelation 6 begins a description of the pouring out of God’s 

wrath on earth, sin, and sinners in what is known as The 

Tribulation. 

 Chuck Swindoll: “The tribulation is a period of seven literal years 

upon the earth following the rapture of the Church and ending 

with the second advent of Christ.  The events of this era are 

contained in Revelation 6-19.  It will be a time of unprecedented 

evil, anguish, affliction, and trouble upon the earth due to the 

unrestrained activity of Satan.” 

 Daniel 9:27 (NLT) – The ruler will make a treaty with the people for 

a period of one set of seven, but after half this time, he will put 

an end to the sacrifices and offerings. And as a climax to all his 

terrible deeds, he will set up a sacrilegious object that causes 

desecration, until the fate decreed for this defiler is finally poured 

out on him. 

 

 

 The seven year tribulation period will begin with a world leader 

(the Antichrist) making a covenant of peace (false peace).  This 

world leader will rule for 7 years (the length of the tribulation 

period).  At the midpoint (3.5 year mark), he will break his 

covenant and desecrate the Jewish temple. 

 One possible outline of Revelation 6-19: 

o First 3.5 years of tribulation (Rev. 6-9) 

o Mid-point of tribulation (Rev. 10-14) 

o Last 3.5 years of tribulation (Rev. 15-19) 

o Second Coming of Christ (Rev. 19:11-16) 

o Armageddon (Rev. 19:17-21) 

 Application – For me, all of this helps answer one persistent and 

nagging question:  Why doesn’t God stop evil on this earth right 

now?  Why doesn’t God eliminate cancer right now?  Why 

doesn’t God stop ISIS right now?  The answer:  Because the Day 

that God stops evil and disease is the Day that God judges all 

evil and sin as described in Revelation 6-19 including His 

judgment of every sinful person.  Every day that God waits to 

send judgment (and thus stop evil) is a day of mercy for you and 

me and our unbelieving friends, neighbors, and relatives to 

respond to the atoning work of Jesus Christ and be saved. 

 2 Peter 3:9 – The Lord is not slow in keeping His promise, as some 

understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone 

to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.  

 

The Tribulation Begins With the Four Horsemen of the 

Apocalypse (Revelation 6:1-8) 
 

Horseman #1 on a White Horse: The Antichrist (vv.1-2)   
 Ray Stedman: “The rider is given a bow, but there is no mention 

of arrows.  This suggests that his conquest is a bloodless one.  It 

pictures the conquest of the world by the Antichrist as taking 

place by the overpowering of the minds and wills of human 

beings, without the physical destruction of war.  It will take place 

not by force, but by deceit, by lying that misleads people and 

nations without the shedding of blood.” 

 This seems to correspond with Daniel 9:27 and the treaty that the 

Antichrist will make.  This is a time of delusion when everyone is 

saying there is peace and safety, but it is false peace (1 Thess 5:3). 

 Notice that the Antichrist attempts to mimic the true Christ with a 

crown and a white horse (Rev. 19:11-12).  But the Antichrist’s 

crown is a victor’s crown (stephanos – 6:2) whereas Jesus’ crown 

is a King’s crown (diadema – 19:12). 



 Only Jesus is worthy of the song “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ 

Name” which says “bring forth the royal diadem and crown Him 

Lord of all!” 
 

Horseman #2 on a Red Horse: War (vv.3-4)   
 John MacArthur: “Red, the color of fire and blood, depicts war.  

God’s judgment descends and the false peace led by the 

Antichrist dissolves into war.  When wars break out all over the 

world, the Antichrist will have no choice but to resort to war in 

order to preserve his power.  He will be as skillful at war as he was 

at promoting false peace (Daniel 8:24).  Among his victims will 

be many of God’s people (Revelation 6:9; Matthew 24:9).” 
 

Horseman #3 on a Black Horse: Famine (vv.5-6)   
 Grain prices are inflated to 10 times their normal rate.  Imagine 

paying $25 for a loaf of bread! 

 Charles Ryrie: “In an ironic twist, luxury food items (such as oil and 

wine) will not be in short supply, but of course most people will 

not be able to afford them.  This will only taunt the populace in 

their impoverished state.” 
 

Horseman #4 on a Pale Horse: Death (vv.7-8) 
 One fourth of the earth would be 1.85 billion people!  I cannot 

fathom 1.85 billion people dying! 

 Warren Wiersbe: “Death claims the body while Hades claims the 

soul of the dead (Revelation 20:13).” 

 One possible mechanism of this scale of death could be nuclear 

war followed by nuclear winter. 

 YouTube Video: “Trailer – Life After People – Nuclear Winter” [2:26] 

 

Martyrdom: Seal #5 (Revelation 6:9-11) 
 How is v.10 consistent with the Bible’s call for us to forgive those 

who persecute us (Matthew 5:43-48; 6:12-15; Acts 7:59-60)?   

(1) Earth and timing.  Our job on earth is to forgive, but there is 

coming a Day when judgment of evil must occur in order for 

God to be holy and just.  Once the tribulation begins, it is a 

time for justice.  But vengeance belongs to God, not us 

(Romans 12:19-21). 

(2) Their exact question involved timing: “How long before you 

will judge and avenge?” 

Warren Wiersbe: “It is not personal revenge they seek, but 

vindication of God’s holiness and the establishment of God’s 

justice. Every believer today who sincerely prays, ‘Thy 

kingdom come!” is echoing their petition.” 

 Because the Church has already been raptured, these martyrs 

probably are people who came to faith in Christ after the 

rapture and during the tribulation.  Believers during the tribulation 

will be greatly persecuted for their faith. But they also represent 

all those who have laid down their lives for their faith in Christ. 

 These martyrs were killed because of their belief in the Word of 

God and because of their witness of Jesus Christ (v.9). 

 Application – Am I willing to be persecuted and even die for my 

belief in the Bible as God’s Word and for my belief in Jesus 

Christ? 

 YouTube Video: “21 Martyrs” [2:28] 

 

The Great Earthquake: Seal #6 (Revelation 6:12-17) 
 This is the first of 3 great earthquakes (Revelation 6:12; 11:13; 

16:18-19). 

 All of these signs on earth and in the sky make it clear that the 

end has come! 

 Verses 16-17 are fascinating.  The unbelieving world will not be 

afraid of the catastrophic events as much as they will be afraid 

of the face of God and the wrath of the Lamb. 

 

Three Major Life Applications 
 

1. Make sure that you are saved. 
 Romans 10:9 – If you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," 

and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the 

dead, you will be saved. 

 Application – Jesus, I believe and I receive. 
 Next immersion baptism is on Sunday, May 1 after 2nd service.  To 

sign up contact Joy at jperozo@whatisgrace.org or 281-646-1903 

x.111 or sign up online at http://www.whatisgrace.org/events/  
 

2. Share the message of salvation with as many people 

as possible. 
 Proverbs 11:30 – He who wins souls is wise.  

 Application – Develop a “Top Ten List.”  Pray daily.  Share 

your faith as God leads you. 

 Wendy/Kip Thomson in Michigan: https://vimeo.com/129969492 

 Questions for Kip: kipthomson@comcast.net 713.416.7761 
 

3. Be willing to endure pain and suffering a little bit 

longer so that people have more time to be saved. 
 2 Peter 3:9 
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