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THE APOCALYPSE 
A 14-Week Sermon Series on The Book of Revelation 

Date Message Title Bible Text 
Mar 26-27 The Revelation of Jesus Christ Revelation 1-3 

April  3 The Throne in Heaven Revelation 4-5 

April 10 The 7 Seals in Heaven Revelation 6 

April 17 The People in Heaven Revelation 7 

April 24 The 7 Trumpets in Heaven Revelation 8-9 

May  1 The Two Witnesses from Heaven Revelation 10-11 

May  8 War in Heaven Revelation 12 

May 15 The Anti-Christ and the False Prophet Revelation 13-14 

May 22 The 7 Bowls in Heaven Revelation 15-16 

May 29 The Fall of Babylon Revelation 17-18 

June  5 The Second Coming of Jesus Christ Revelation 19 

June 12 The Millennium Revelation 20 

June 19 Heaven – Part 1 Revelation 21 

June 26 Heaven – Part 2 Revelation 22 

 

Quick Review 
 Believers are taken up to heaven (4:1) before the Great 

Tribulation begins.  This is known as the Rapture (1 Thess 4:13-18). 

 Revelation 6 is the beginning of the Great Tribulation. 

 Chuck Swindoll: “The tribulation is a period of seven literal years 

upon the earth following the rapture of the Church and ending 

with the second advent of Christ.  The events of this era are 

contained in Revelation 6-19.  It will be a time of unprecedented 

evil, anguish, affliction, and trouble upon the earth due to the 

unrestrained activity of Satan.” 

 One possible outline of Revelation 6-19: 

o First 3.5 years of tribulation (Rev. 6-9) 

o Mid-point of tribulation (Rev. 10-14) 

o Last 3.5 years of tribulation (Rev. 15-19) 

o Second Coming of Christ (Rev. 19:11-16) 

o Armageddon (Rev. 19:17-21) 

 The interpretive approach that I am taking during these sermons 

is called a pre-tribulation, pre-millennial view of Revelation.  

There are other ways to interpret this book. 

 

Intermission 

 Revelation 7 is an intermission between the sixth seal (6:12) and 

the seventh seal (8:1) in order to answer the question of 

Revelation 6:17. 

 Question:  Who can stand in the midst of the wrath of God being 

poured out in the Great Tribulation? (6:17) 

 Answer:   

(1) Believing ______________ (7:1-8) 

(2) Believing _______________________ (7:9-17) 

 

Jews for Jesus (7:1-8) 
 “Four corners” is not a flat-earth view but rather a description of 

the four points of the compass: north, south, east, and west. 

 According to Revelation 14:1, the seal (7:2-3) used to mark these 

Jews is the name of the Father and of the Son written on their 

foreheads.  A seal is a mark of _________________________.  They 

belong to God! 

 Contrast this with the seal of the antichrist (Revelation 13:16-18; 

14:9-11; 16:2; 19:20; 20:4) that marks his followers. 

 Application #1 – If everyone in the world was forced to publicly 

declare their allegiance with a mark (seal) on their forehead, 

which mark would I choose? 

 The mark of the successful world leader (13:16-18) – Having 

this mark would help you fit in with the rest of the world and 

would allow you to buy food at the grocery store. 

 The mark of Jesus (7:2-3; 14:1) – Having this mark would 

guarantee persecution and trouble and lack of access to 

grocery stores, but would also save you from the wrath to 

come. 

 Application #2 – Water baptism is today’s equivalent of the mark 

of Jesus as it publicly identifies you as His follower and shows that 

you are sealed by His Holy Spirit (Ephesians 1:13-14).  First, place 

your faith in Jesus for your salvation (Romans 10:9), and then 

make it public through water baptism (Acts 2:37-41).  Our next 

immersion baptism is on Sunday, May 1 after 2nd service.  To sign 

up contact Joy at jperozo@whatisgrace.org or 281-646-1903 

x.111 or sign up online at http://www.whatisgrace.org/events/  

 The 144,000 here are Jews from 12 different tribes who have 

placed their faith in Jesus Christ as their Messiah.  Many scholars 

propose that they are Messianic Jewish evangelists on earth. 

 John Walvoord: “The question has been raised whether the 

12,000 in each tribe means literally 12,000.  There seems to be 

indication that more than 12,000 from each tribe actually will be 
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saved.  The point of this Scripture is that in any event 12,000 in 

each tribe are made secure.  There will be other Israelites saved 

besides these 144,000, but many of these will die martyrs’ deaths 

and give up their lives for their faith.  The 144,000 are those who 

are delivered from their persecutors and brought safely through 

this terrible time of tribulation.  They are seen as triumphant at 

the end of the tribulation when Christ returns.” 

 Three observations about the list of tribes: 

(1) Judah is listed first and not Reuben (the firstborn).  Reuben 

slept with his step-Mom (Genesis 35:22).  Judah is the tribe 

that Messiah comes from (Matt. 1:3; Luke 3:33; Rev. 5:5). 

(2) Ephraim is not included by name.  Ephraim is Joseph’s son 

and Joseph is listed, but Joseph’s other son Manasseh makes 

the list.  Ephraim is one of the tribes where two golden calves 

were set up by Jeroboam in 1 Kings 12:28-33. (See also Hosea 

4:17).  Bethel is in Ephraim. 

(3) ______________ is omitted altogether.  Dan is where the other 

golden calf was set up by Jeroboam and was a center point 

for idolatry (1 Kings 12:28-33; Judges 18; Deut. 29:18-21). 

 Application #3 – Although there is forgiveness of sins, there are 

also consequences from our actions and choices (Galatians 6:7).  

Some of our decisions affect not only ourselves but also our 

loved ones and descendants.  Allow the Revelation 7 tribal list to 

instill in you a holy reverence for obedience to the Living God. 

 Application #4 – I choose to take super seriously the first two 

commandments to have no gods other than the One True God 

and to not worship idols.  Repent of false gods and idolatry.  

Something or someone that I have been idolizing is… 

 Sidenote:  The 144,000 and the Jehovah’s Witnesses. 

o http://www.gotquestions.org/Jehovahs-Witnesses.html  

o http://www.gotquestions.org/144000.html  

 

Every Tribe Around the Throne (7:9-17) 
 Verse 14 tells us who these people are: “The ones coming out of 

the great tribulation.”  Evidently, these are Gentiles who came to 

faith in Christ after the Rapture (4:1).  Their faith has withstood the 

tribulation (6:17) including hunger, thirst, scorching heat, great 

pain and sorrow (7:16-17). 

 However, they also represent the whole population of heaven.  

God has purposed to have representatives from every _________ 

___________________ around His throne (7:9 – “nations” = ethne = 

ethnic groups or people groups). 

 Jesus declared that His Second Coming awaits every ethne 

(people group) having a chance to hear the Gospel (Matthew 

24:14). 

 Application #5 – This is a major driver for Grace Fellowship’s 

approach to missions in adopting unreached people groups:  

Ban*jar, Bug*is, Makas*ar, and Raj*put.  Pray.  Give.  Go. 

 This is the “Second Palm Sunday” (7:9-10) 
 

First Palm Sunday Second Palm Sunday 
John 12:12-19 Revelation 7 & 19 

People wave palm branches 

and worship preceding Jesus’ 

entry into Jerusalem on a donkey 

People wave palm branches 

and worship preceding Jesus’ 

return on a white horse 

Jesus is crucified Savior absorbing 

all sin and evil 

Jesus is victorious King eliminating 

all evil and sin 
 

 The worship is magnificent (7:9-12) and includes a seven-fold 

doxology (7:12). 

 Application #6 – Worship God now with all of your heart, soul, 

mind, and strength. 

 But notice that we will not just worship – we will also serve (7:15).  

There will be meaningful and fulfilling _______________ in heaven. 

 Victor Hugo: “For half a century I have been translating my 

thoughts into prose and verse: history, drama, philosophy, 

romance, tradition, satire, ode, and song; all of these I have 

tried.  But I feel I haven’t given utterance to the thousandth part 

of what lies within me.  When I go to the grave I can say, as 

others have said, ‘My day’s work is done.’  But I cannot say, ‘My 

life is done.’  My work will recommence the next morning.  The 

tomb is not a blind alley; it is a thoroughfare.  It closes upon the 

twilight, but opens upon the dawn.” 

 Wilbur Smith: “In heaven we will be permitted to finish many of 

those worthy tasks which we had dreamed to do while on earth 

but which neither time nor strength nor ability allowed us to 

achieve.” 

 James Campbell: “The work on the other side, whatever be its 

character, will be adapted to each one’s special aptitude and 

powers.  It will be the work he can do best; the work that will give 

the fullest play to all that is within him.”  (Psalm 16:11) 

 Application #7 – Work hard for Him now as though He is your Boss 

(Colossians 3:23-24). 
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