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THE APOCALYPSE 
A 14-Week Sermon Series on The Book of Revelation 

Date Message Title Bible Text 
Mar 26-27 The Revelation of Jesus Christ Revelation 1-3 

April  3 The Throne in Heaven Revelation 4-5 

April 10 The 7 Seals in Heaven Revelation 6 

April 17 The People in Heaven Revelation 7 

April 24 The 7 Trumpets in Heaven Revelation 8-9 

May  1 The Two Witnesses from Heaven Revelation 10-11 

May  8 War in Heaven Revelation 12 

May 15 The Anti-Christ and the False Prophet Revelation 13-14 

May 22 The 7 Bowls in Heaven Revelation 15-16 

May 29 The Fall of Babylon Revelation 17-18 

June  5 The Second Coming of Jesus Christ Revelation 19 

June 12 The Millennium Revelation 20 

June 19 Heaven – Part 1 Revelation 21 

June 26 Heaven – Part 2 Revelation 22 

 

Quick Review 
 Believers are taken up to heaven (4:1) before the Great 

Tribulation begins.  This is known as the Rapture (1 Thess 4:13-18). 

 Chuck Swindoll: “The tribulation is a period of seven literal years 

upon the earth following the rapture of the Church and ending 

with the second advent of Christ.  The events of this era are 

contained in Revelation 6-19.  It will be a time of unprecedented 

evil, anguish, affliction, and trouble upon the earth due to the 

unrestrained activity of Satan.” 

 One possible outline of Revelation 6-19: 

o First 3.5 years of tribulation (Rev. 6-9) 

o Mid-point of tribulation (Rev. 10-14) 

o Last 3.5 years of tribulation (Rev. 15-19) 

o Second Coming of Christ (Rev. 19:11-16) 

o Armageddon (Rev. 19:17-21) 

 The interpretive approach that I am taking during these sermons 

is called a pre-tribulation, pre-millennial view of Revelation.  

There are other ways to interpret this book. 

 

 

Notes as We Read Revelation 8-9 
 8:1-2. This silence is pretty amazing!  Up to this point, we have 

observed robust worship going on in heaven.  But there is 

something about the opening of the 7th seal and the preparation 

for the 7 trumpets that resulted in silence in heaven. 

 John MacArthur: “While eternal heaven has no time, the apostle 

John, who is seeing the vision, does.  Each minute of that half 

hour of silence must have increased the suspense for John.  

Heaven, which had resounded with loud praises from the vast 

crowd of people and angels, became strangely still.  The 

greatest event since the fall is about to take place.  All heaven is 

seen waiting in great expectancy.” 

 John Walvoord: “This may be compared to the silence before 

the foreman of a jury reports a verdict; for a moment there is 

perfect silence and everyone awaits that which will follow.” 

 8:3-5. The golden censer was a firepan.  In the Old Testament, 

the priest would take hot, fiery coals from the brazen altar, put 

them in the fire pan, and transport them into the Holy Place 

where the incense altar was.  They would then put the fiery coals 

on the incense.  This would ignite the incense which would rise 

toward heaven (just like our prayers rise toward heaven). 

 8:6-11. Wormwood is a woody herb that grows in Israel that has 

a strong, bitter taste.  The plant is frequently used as a symbol of 

bitterness, sorrow, and calamity. 

 8:12-13. Perhaps this is one of the four living creatures from 

Chapter 4 who was like an eagle (4:7). 

 9:1-2. This “star” is probably the angel Lucifer – Satan (Luke 

10:18).  The “bottomless pit” is an abyss where fallen angels 

(demons) reside (Luke 8:31).   

 9:3-12. An army of scorpion-tailed locusts. 

 Warren Wiersbe: “This demonic army is given the assignment of 

tormenting all who have not been protected by the seal of God.  

The normal lifespan of the locust is about five months (May to 

September), and this is the length of time that the judgment will 

last.  These demons will sting people and thus create such pain 

that their victims will actually want to die, but death will flee from 

them (Jer. 8:3).  With bodies like horses but faces like men, the 

demons’ heads are crowned and covered with long hair.  They 

have teeth like those of lions, and their skin is like a coat of mail.  

When they fly, the noise is like an army of chariots rushing by.” 

 9:13-21. Since a fourth of humans were already killed in 

Revelation 6:8, this means that more than half of the world’s 

population will be dead by the time the 6th trumpet is blown. 



Parallels Between the 7 Trumpets and the 10 Plagues 
 

Trumpet Events in Revelation 8-9 Parallel in Egypt 

1 Hail and fire mixed with blood 

(Rev 8:7) 

7th Plague: Hail and fire 

(Exodus 9:18-26) 

2 Burning mountain: 1/3 of sea 

becomes blood; 1/3 sea creatures 

and 1/3 ships destroyed (Rev 8:8-9) 

1st Plague: Water into blood 

(Exodus 7:19-21) 

3 Wormwood star makes 1/3 fresh 

water bitter (Rev 8:10-11) 

After the exodus: Israel 

encountered bitter waters at 

Marah and Moses had to purify 

(Exodus 15:23-27) 

4 1/3 of sun, moon, and stars are 

darkened (Rev 8:12-13) 

9th Plague: Darkness 

(Exodus 10:21-23) 

5 Demonic army of scorpion locusts  

(Rev 9:1-12) 

8th Plague: Swarm of locusts 

(Exodus 10:1-20) 

6 Demonic horsemen kill 1/3 of 

humans (Rev 9:13-21) 

10th Plague: Death 

(Exodus 11:1-12:36) 

7 Announcement of Christ’s coming 

rule (Rev 11:15-19) 

Complete release from 400 years 

of slavery and bondage 
 

 As awful as the 10 plagues were in Egypt, they marked the defeat of 

the false gods of Egypt and the defeat of the very forces that were 

keeping the Israelites in oppressive slavery in a foreign land. 

 The 10 plagues resulted in a release from slavery and the ushering in 

of a new kingdom (a theocracy) where God ruled over His chosen 

people Israel. 

 The judgments of the 7 trumpets will result in the defeat of all those 

things that oppress us as we live as aliens in a foreign land.  The 7 

trumpets announce the defeat of all false gods.  They announce the 

removal of cancer and disease and evil and sin and death.  They 

announce the coming of the King of all kings and the Lord of all 

lords who will set up His Kingdom (a theocracy) where Jesus reigns 

as King. 

 As the Passover Lamb of God, Jesus experienced all the wrath of 

God on our behalf (as our substitute) so that we would not have to 

experience the wrath of God described in Revelation 8-9. 
 

Applications of Revelation 8-9 For My Life Today 
 

1. Repent of your sin and apply the blood of the Lamb to 

your life today. 
 Don’t be like the people in Revelation 9:20-21 who stubbornly 

refuse to repent of their sin and turn to God.  Soften your heart.  

Repent of your sin.  Receive Jesus. 

 Romans 10:9 – If you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” 

and believe in your heart that God raised Jesus from the dead, 

you will be saved. 

 Acts 2:37-38 – Now when they heard this they were cut to the 

heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, 

what shall we do?”  And Peter said to them, “Repent and be 

baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 

forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy 

Spirit.” 

 Our next immersion baptism is on Sunday, May 1 after 2nd 

service.  To sign up contact Joy at jperozo@whatisgrace.org or 

281-646-1903 x.111 or online at http://www.whatisgrace.org/events/  
 

2. Save others from the fire to come 
 Jude 23 – Save others by snatching them out of the fire. 

 2 Corinthians 5:19-21 – (Christ has entrusted) to us the message 

of reconciliation.  Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God 

making His appeal through us.  We implore you on behalf of 

Christ, be reconciled to God.  For our sake He made Him to be 

sin who knew no sin, so that in Him we might become the 

righteousness of God. 

 Pray daily for a Top Ten List, develop your relationships with 

them, love them, and share your faith with them as God leads. 
 

3. Walk in holy fear and reverence before God 
 Revelation 8-9 is a clear message that God takes sin seriously! 

 By the power of the Holy Spirit, up your game in walking in 

holiness and Christlikeness. 

 2 Peter 3:10-11 – But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, 

and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the 

heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth 

and the works that are done on it will be exposed.  Since all 

these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought 

you to be in lives of holiness and godliness. 

 How does this affect my movie and music and entertainment 

decisions? 
 

4. Know that your prayers are greatly treasured and 

highly valued 
 God hears every prayer you pray!  He actually collects your 

prayers in some kind of bowls (Revelation 5:8; 8:3-5).  They are a 

sweet smelling incense before Him.  He also uses them to fulfill 

His eternal plans and purposes. 

 Psalm 141:2 – May my prayer be set before You like incense. 

 Zechariah was burning incense before God in the temple when 

Gabriel appeared to him to announce the birth of John the 

Baptist (Luke 1:8-20). 

 Keep praying!  Don’t stop praying!  Keep your incense going 

before the Lord! 
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