
Heaven – Part 1: A Tale of Two Cities 

A tale of two cities.  17 and 18 is Babylon, 19-22 is Jerusalem.   

Genesis Revelation 

Heavens and earth created (1:1) New heavens and earth (21:1) 

Sun created (1:16) No need of the sun (21:23) 

The night established (1:5) No night there (21:25; 22:5) 

The seas created (1:10) No more seas (21:1) 

The curse announced (3:14-17) No more curse (22:3) 

Death enters history (3:19) No more death (21:4) 

Man driven from paradise (3:24) Man restored to paradise (22:14) 

Sorrow and pain begin (3:17) No more mourning, crying or pain 

(21:4) 

 

We love super heroes.  Avengers, Spiderman, and Batman have all made over 

400 million 

 Why?  Heroes get the bad guys.    

We enjoy things that make us feel at home.  

Jerusalem is our New Home.   

Jerusalem was/is to be a place of worship and connection to God 

Revelation 21:1-8.    Weddings are wonderful! 

New things are great.   

 They smell great. 

 They look great.   

 Because old things are falling apart.   

God will be dwelling among us.  Ezekiel 37:26 “I will set them in their land and 

multiply them, and will set my sanctuary in their midst forevermore. 27 My 

dwelling place shall be with them, and I will be their God, and they shall be my 

people. 28 Then the nations will know that I am the LORD who sanctifies Israel, 

when my sanctuary is in their midst forevermore.” 



John 1:14 “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.” 

We will be in the lamb’s book of life.  Exodus 32:33.   

There will be no more tears, death, mourning, or pain.  Isaiah 65:17-19.   

 Maybe the greatest promise in all of the bible.    

 Pain refers to experiencing intense trouble.    

Join with one another in hope.  “Hope deferred makes a heart sick.”  

Proverbs 13:12 

Revelation 21:8.  Always take note of the word “but” in scripture.   

 “You have forgotten how to blush”  Jeremiah 6:15 

 How much effort does it take to get thrown into the lake of fire? 

Revelation 21:9-21.  The New Jerusalem is the Bride.   

 Zion becomes the Chief of the Mountains.  Isaiah 2 and Micah 4.   

The City 

 A Cube, 1500 miles in length, width and height with walls 72 yards thick. 

 12 Gates with the names of the 12 tribes on each one.  12 foundation 

stones with names of the 12 apostles (Luke 22:30). 

 Each gate is a single pearl (MT 13) Pure gold streets like transparent glass 

Note its beauty.  When you think of beautiful places, what comes to your mind?   

Revelation 21:23-27.  Its illumination.  No more need of Reliant Energy     

 Night Light in Exodus.  Light of the world in John 8:12Darkness is depressing.  

Upstate NY, no sun for 40 days one winter.  Previous rain 

 What scares us is, “how are we going to sleep?”  Imagine not needing any 

or having light that does not produce 100 degree temps and sunburns? 

 Gates will always be open.   

Time to RSVP.     

 


